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After dinner, Matthew and Sasha walked back
home.

“Leanna 1s beautiful and capable, which 1s rare. It
1s a pity that her husband was gone at such a
young age.” Sasha sighed.

“Sasha, 1t is not as straightforward as it looks.”
Matthew chuckled.

“Oh? Why do you say so?”” Sasha asked
curiously.

“Have you ever heard of Leanna Sandal’s
background? She left home for a while when she
was younger. When she returned, she brought a
child along with her. It 1s said that the child was
born out of wedlock.

Until now, no one knows who the father 1s. At the
beginning, the Sandal family felt that she had



ruined their reputation and drove her out.

But later on, 1t was she who single-handedly built
her company from scratch and was accepted back
into the Sandal family.”

Sasha asked in disbelief, “Are you serious?”
Matthew smiled and nodded.
As they were chatting, the two arrived home.

All the other four members of the Cunningham
family were assembled 1n the living room.

“Where have you been?” James asked with a cold
expression as soon as they entered.

“We met a friend and had a meal together,” said
Sasha.

James pressed on. “What friend?”
“It’s not anyone you would know,” said Sasha.

“Hmph, 1sn’t it Leanna Sandel?” Demi sneered.
“Which toad in Eastcliff wouldn’t know of the



unmarried woman who got pregnant?”’

Sasha was stunned. How did Demi know that
Leanna Sandel was looking for them?

Sasha said angrily, “Demi, how could you speak
this way? Leanna 1s a good person!”

“Oh, she sure 1s! And she sure does appreciate an
attractive looking person,” Demi sneered. “She
gave birth out of wedlock, and till now doesn’t
even know who the father of the child is.

Yet, the whore 1s into Matthew now! Why
Matthew, are you used to selling yourself to
people? You see a rich woman, and you dive
straight into her arms?”

Matthew was confused. “What does this have to
do with me?”

“Demi Cunningham, you... You watch your
mouth!” said Sasha furiously. “What has
Matthew done? Why are you saying such things
about him?



Demi immediately complained, “Dad, look at
her! Look at how she 1s acting now! I knew you’d
always believe what others say, and not your
family! Do you know that your man was almost
seduced by that woman?”

James also glared at Sasha hard, saying, “Sasha,
your sister 1s saying all of this for your own
good!”

“Dad, you’ve misunderstood!” Sasha said
anxiously. “Matthew saved Leanna’s daughter.
She came to thank us...”

Demi laughed sarcastically. “Hah, she wanted to
thank you? Sasha, only you would be fooled by
such words! Saving Leanna’s daughter? It’s all
because Leanna is beautiful and rich, and he
wants to hook up with her! If it was an old
woman with a child, I highly doubt Matthew
would have even lifted a finger to help!”

“Y-You aren’t being reasonable at all!” Sasha
trembled with anger. “When 1t’s a life and death
matter, beauty and money has nothing to do with
it!



Dad, if 1t were you who encountered someone in
danger, would you still see if they were beautiful
before you decide whether to save them?”

James shouted angrily, “How dare you! I’'m
talking about Matthew, so what has it got to do
with me?”

“Sasha, now you’re being unreasonable!” Demi
immediately added. “How can you compare Dad
with Matthew? Matthew always has his reasons
for doing something.

No matter marrying you back then or hooking up
with Leanna now, it 1s all done with a reason
behind it. Do you think that he 1s a really good
person? If he was, why would he ever live off a
woman?”

“Demi, don’t you know why Matthew married
me 1in the first place?” Sasha was also angry.
“Besides, you know how Matthew treats our
family. If Matthew was not here, we would have
lost everything long ago. Ask yourself: 1s 1t us
who are helping Matthew, or vice versa?”
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Demi chuckled coldly. “Sasha, I think you’ve
overestimated him. What has Matthew done to
help our family? He cured Billy Newman’s
daughter with our family’s medicine, hence the
credit belongs to our family.

For Mr. Jones’ situation, 1t was the police who
caught the people and recovered the money. As
for the matter of Wellness Herbary and our third
uncle’s family situation, no doubt he has helped
out a little, but in the end, he turned Wellness
Herbary into his own cash machine and let his
friend take charge of everything.

Little by little, the Cunninghams’ property is
being controlled by him. It 1s only you who is still
in the dark, thinking that he has helped us a lot!”



Sasha was so angry that she kept silent. She really
couldn’t understand why her family would be so
hostile to Matthew.

“Demi, you don’t know, but these are all
Matthew—"

Sasha wanted to explain, but was interrupted by
James. “That’s enough!”

“Are you even my daughter? You married such a
man and worked with him to go against us. Are
you trying to piss off your mother and 1?”

Sasha’s face was red, and her eyes welled up.

“You still have the audacity to cry?” James
shouted at her. “If you cannot even control your
own husband, what would others say? Matthew,
this 1s a wake-up call for you, so you better keep
that in mind!

As long as you and Sasha are not divorced, you
are part of the Cunningham family. Stop hooking
up with other women and spoiling the
Cunningham family’s reputation. Go on, off to



bed now!” James stood up angrily, about to leave
the room.

“Why are you going to sleep?” Helen grabbed
him. “It is not over yet!”

“What else 1s there?”” asked a surprised James.

Helen looked at Matthew. “Where 1s Leanna
Sandel’s card?”

James’ eyes lit up. Oh yes, Leanna Sandel
prepared a card at that time. The card would have
at least millions 1n 1t; we must have it.

Sasha understood her mother’s intentions and
asked coldly, “Why are you asking about the
card?”

Helen was angry. “So now it has come to this?
Can’t I even ask a question nowadays? How dare
you talk to me that way!”

Matthew pulled on Sasha’s sleeve and motioned
for her to not to argue further with her parents.



“I didn’t take the card,” said Matthew.

“What? You didn’t take 1t?”” Helen asked
anxiously. “Are you crazy? There are tens of
millions in the card!”

Sasha curled her lips and said, “Wasn’t it you all
who said to Matthew that he should not spoil our
family’s reputation? Matthew was right to not
take the card; he even made the Cunningham
family look good.”

Helen was about to blow a gasket. “T-This 1s not
the same thing at all! We told him not to go out
and flirt with other women, but we didn’t say that
he was not allowed to accept the card.

He saved Leanna’s daughter that day. The money
in this card 1s Leanna’s thanks to him. This is
what we have rightfully earned.”

Sasha said, “Just now, weren’t you the ones who
said that he thought Leanna was so beautiful that
he deliberately approached her? But when it
comes to money, it 1s all about him saving her
daughter? Mom, do you even hear yourself?!”



Helen was rendered speechless. Then, she
suddenly burst out angrily, “There you go again,
talking back to me! You think it was easy for me
to raise you?

Why don’t you learn something from your sister?
Do you see her talking back to me? Looks like I
raised you for nothing!”

Sasha’s face flushed red. “I’m just speaking the
truth! When did I ever talk back to you? Oh, so
only you all are allowed to speak, and we aren’t
allowed to refute?”

“Enough!”James roared and sent a chair flying.
“Go back to your rooms this instant!”
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Sasha still wanted to continue the conversation,
but Matthew dragged her back to their room. She
was so angry that her tears kept falling.



She then said to him in a low voice, “Matthew,
you don’t have to put up with 1t! I know you
didn’t argue with them to save me the
embarrassment. But you know what? The more
you stay silent, the more they would want to bully

29

you.

“For a family living together, having differences
1s inevitable.” Matthew’s lips curved into a smile
as he said, “How would we be able to live
together 1f we quarrel over everything?

“Actually, you can see that Mom and Dad seemed
fine. It 1s mainly Liam and Dem1 who are biased
against me; Mom and Dad were just deceived by
them. Looking back at the situation, with your
parents being so mad, if I stood against them,
wouldn’t it be adding salt to a wound?”

Sasha was silent. Like he said, there would really
be no end to this if things got worse just now.

Matthew spoke lightly, “Some things are better
kept to ourselves. I love you, and I don’t want to
make things complicated for you. Just like you
back then—paying my rent quietly—you, too,



wanted to save face for me and not make me look
bad, right?”

Sasha was stunned. “H-How did you know about
that?”

“Silly nilly.” Matthew chuckled fondly and pulled
Sasha into his arms. “I let you suffer for the past
three years, so this 1s what I owe you! In this life,
I won’t let you be wronged again!™”

Sasha put her head on Matthew’s shoulder,
feeling warmth in her heart.

Meanwhile, James and Helen were in their room.
As soon as they entered their room, Helen said
angrily, “Do you think Matthew wouldn’t want
that card? Him being his greedy self, do you think
he would not want a card with millions in 1t?””

James shook his head slowly and said, “I really
can’t tell. But let me tell you, 1f Matthew really
did not want the card, then he 1s much more
dangerous than we thought.”



“Why so?” Helen asked in surprise.

James glanced at her and said, “Just think of it.
Such a greedy person giving up a chance on
having millions, what does that mean? It shows
that his plan 1s much bigger than this. If he really
hooks up with Leanna, millions would be peanuts
to him.

Unlike with Leanna, Matthew can’t siphon out
that much money with us two here. The Sandel
Family can’t control Leanna. Her property is all
her own. If Matthew were to really hook up with
her, he stands to get at least half of her property!”

Helen was shocked. “Matthew is too dangerous,
isn’t 1t?

“Well, you have been underestimating him,”
James scoffed. “If it wasn’t for Liam, we’d both
still be in the dark. Anyway, we have to be much
more alert in the future.

Liam 1s right; we can’t let him cheat us of our
money, and we mustn’t let him hook up with
Leanna Sandel. Otherwise, our family will never



have a good future!”

Helen nodded her head vigorously. “You’re
absolutely right. This can’t go on! We have to
look for an opportunity to talk to Leanna about
this. Otherwise, if she really falls into his trap, it
would bring much trouble for all.”

The next day, Matthew and Sasha left for work
early in the morning. Thereafter, Helen went to
clean their room. In reality, she wanted to see if
Matthew took Leanna’s card.

She tossed things around but couldn’t find any
card. However, she did find a delicate little box.

Curious, Helen opened the box. Nestled within
was a jade bracelet. It was the jade bracelet that
Old Mrs. Graham gave Sasha years ago. Looking
at 1t, Helen was overwhelmed with fury.

She thought back to the time that Old Mrs.
Graham asked Sasha to become her foster
daughter, and Sasha readily agreed. In the end,
Old Mrs Graham only gave her a worthless jade
bracelet. Sasha even specifically bought such a



delicate box to keep it in.

“Such a worthless thing! What’s the use of
keeping 1t?”” Helen grabbed the jade bracelet and
threw 1t to the ground.



