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“Oh?Whyisthat?”askedGeraldrathercuriously

“Well,yousee,Henrickhasn’tcompletedhistrainingontheFiveBlazingDragonsattack!He’sstillone

levelshort!Withthatinmind,theonlyreasonyouendedupgettingthisseriouslyhurtisbecausehe’s

alreadyenteredtheSageRealm!ThoughIcanseethatyou’realreadynearingtheendoftheRune

Realm,Idon’tthinkIhavetoremindyouthataNinth-rankChakraKingandaSage’spowerisstillvastly

different!”explainedthetreespirit.

“…So…thatattackwasn’twhathurtme?Ionlygotalltheseinjuriesduetoourstrengthdifference?”

askedGeraldratherquickly.

“That’sright!Ifyouneedfurtherproof,beinghurtbyafullymasteredFiveBlazingDragonsattack

would’vedefinitelyreducedyoutonothingbutdust!Thefactthatyou’restillinonepiecesaysalot

aboutthat!”repliedthetreespirit.

“…Isee.Still,youappeartoknowquiteabitabouttheattackandevenHenrick…Whoexactlyareyou,if

youdon’tmindmeasking…?”askedGerald,sensingthatsomethingwasamiss.

Afterall,itwasawonderwhyatreespiritwouldknowsomuchaboutoutsideaffairs…

“Hmm?WellofcourseI’dknowhimwell!Henrick’smyjunior!”repliedthetreespiritwithachuckle.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasinstantlystunned.

“What?He’syourjunior?Butaren’tyou…?”

“Ah,justtoclarify,Iwasn’talwaysatreespirit!Backthen,IhadfoughtagreatbattlewithHenrickinthe

UnderworldValleyaswell!However,duetomycarelessness,Henrickfoundachancetolauncha



completelyavoidablesneakattackonme!Asaresult,Ilostthebattle…Afterbeingtossedintothe

valley’sabyss,mysoulsomehowgotintegratedwithatreespiritwithinthisdeepvalley.Withthatsaid,

I’llbestayinghereforawhile!However,knowthatmyresentmenttowardHenrickhasn’tdiminishedin

theslightest!”detailedthetreespiritwhoclearlydespisedHenrickwithapassion.

Quicklyputtingtwoandtwotogether,Geraldthenasked,“Fromwhatyou’vetoldme,bothyouand

Henrickshareamaster,correct?Whydidyouendupfightingeachother?WhatexactlydidHenrickhave

hiseyeson…?Coulditbethat…”

“Ihavetosaythatyou’rereallysmart,mister!Asyoumayalreadyhaveguessed,Henrickwasaftermy

FiveBlazingDragonsattack!Isay‘my’sinceatthetime,Iwastheonlyonecapableofusingitafter

masterimpartedittome.Thefactthathewasn’tchosennaturallyfuelledhisjealousy,andsincethen,

hewouldconstantlyattempttoobtainthesecretscrolloftheFiveBlazingDragons—thatIkeptwithin

me—inordertotrainforit.”

“Whilehedidsucceedintheend,Ihadonelasttrickupmysleeve!Imadesuretohidethelastpartof

thescrollinthedeepestpartsofmybody,whichwaswhyHenrickonlymanagedtogethishandsonan

incompletescroll!”sneeredthetreespiritashethoughtaboutit.

Afterhearingallthat,itexplainedwhythetreespiritknewsomuchaboutHenrickandtheFiveBlazing

Dragons.Asitturnedout,Henrickwastheoriginalheirtotheattack!

“Again,sincehehasn’tbeenabletocompletehistrainingfortheFiveBlazingDragonsattack,Iassure

youthatyouwereonlyhurtduetohisstrength!”addedthetreespirit.

“…Understood!Speakingofwhich,couldIhaveyourname…?”askedGerald,curiousaboutthetree

spirit’srealnameafterhearingallthat.

“Ofcourse!It’sRomanFreeman!”

“It’sapleasuretomeetyou,Mr.Freeman!I’mGerald!”introducedGerald.



“Hahaha!Ihaveafeelingthatfatehadaroleinourmeeting,mister!Withthatsaid,I’mwillingtoimpart

thecompleteFiveBlazingDragonsattacktoyouononecondition!Whatdoyousay?”repliedRoman

withasubtlesmile.

“Goon,Mr.Freeman!I’lldefinitelytrymybesttofulfillit!”repliedGerald,overjoyedthatRomanwas

willingtoteachthetechniquetohiminthefirstplace.

AsidefromthefactthathewasgoingtomasteranattackthatwouldsurelybeabletotakeHenrickout

withease,Gerald’senthusiasticreplyalsostemmedfromthefactthathewantedtorepayRoman’s

kindnessforsavinghim.Withthatinmind,hewasfullyreadytoagreetoanyofRoman’sconditions.
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WithRoman’shelp,itonlytookhalfadayforGerald’sinjuriestobecompletelyhealed.

Followingthat,notonlydidRomanbeginimpartingtheFiveBlazingDragonsskillintoGerald,butthe

treespiritalsotaughtGeraldmanyothermartialartsthathehadlearnedthroughouthislifetime.

Withthatinmind,itwasobviousthatGeraldhadagreedwithRoman’sterms.Asforwhatthecondition

itselfwas,whatRomanwantedwasquitestraightforward,anditwashonestlysomethingthatGerald

hadalreadybeenplanningtodoanyway.Inshort,RomanwantedGeraldtoendHenrick’slife.

Regardless,itwasn’tlongbeforeGeraldwasabletocompletelymastertheFiveBlazingDragonsattack.

SincetheknowledgewasimpartedintoGerald,Geralddidn’tevenneedtoundergoanytrainingto

mastertheskill.Whatmore,hecouldnowusealltheskillsthatRomanhadpreviouslylearned!



Nowthathehadimpartedallhisskills,Roman’svoiceboomedonefinaltimeinthetreeholeashesaid,

“I’veimpartedeverythingthatIknowintoyou,Gerald!NowthatI’vesuccessfullydonemypart,Ican

finallyretire!I’llbeleavingeverythingtoyounow!”

Andjustlikethat,Romanwasgone.Justashissurnameimplied,RomanFreemanwasnowfinallyable

torestinpeace,freefromeverythingthathadpreviouslyheldhimback…

Withthatinmind,GeraldknewthathisnextstepwastogetridofHenrick.Afterall,thesoonerhe

fulfilledRoman’sfinalwish,thebetter.

Steppingoutsidethetreehole,Geraldthenturnedaroundtolookatthetoweringtreebeforehim…

Withdeterminationinhiseyes,Geraldhadaseriousexpressiononhisfaceashedeclared,“Idefinitely

won’tdisappointyou,Mr.Freeman…!”

Aftergivingthetreeadeepbow,hethenturnedtoleave…

Notlongafter,JadeInfusedBlade—whohadbeeninsideGerald’sbodythisentiretime—said,

“Congratulations,master!You’vefinallyenteredtheSageRealm!”

AsaresultofattainingRoman’sskills,theHerculeanPrimordialSpiritwithinGerald’sbodyunderwenta

rapidimprovement,allowingtheyouthtofinallybreachtheSageRealm.

Forapersonwhohadachievedthislevelofstrength,leapingontoroofsandvaultingoverwallswas

nothing.Withthatinmind,Geraldeasilyscaledastonewallbeforeusingthetopofthewalltopropel

himselfintotheair!

ThoughGeraldwantedtoimmediatelydealwithHenrick,heknewthathehadtoatleastmeetupwith

NoriandJessicafirst.

Ifeverythinghadgonetoplan,NorishouldhavebroughtJessicatoasmalltown—nottoofarfromthe



UnderworldValley—torecuperateforawhile,whilewaitingforGerald.Hopingthatthatwasthecase,

Geraldarrivedatthesmalltownjustafewminuteslater.

SeeingthatGeraldhadreturnedsafeandsound,bothNoriandJessicawereinstantlyrelieved.Afterall,

theyhadbeenwaitingforhimforalmostanentiredaybythispoint,andbothgirlshadbeenworried

sickthroughoutthatperiod.

“I’msogladthatyou’vereturnedsafely,Gerald…!”criedoutJessicaasshehuggedhimtightly.

Pattingherback,Geraldthenconsoled,“You,ofallpeople,shouldknowhowcapablemymartialarts

skillsare,sister…Withthatinmind,I’dsurelyreturnfinenomatterwhat!”

“AsmuchasI’dlovetobelievethat,accidentscanhappen,youknow?Ifsomethinghappenstoyou,

howamItoevenanswertoourparents…”mumbledJessicawhilepoutinglikeachild.

IfsomethingbadeverhappenedtoGerald,Jessicadidn’tevenknowwhethershe’dstillhavethewillto

liveornot…

Asshethoughtaboutthat,GeraldturnedtofaceNori,agratuitoussmileonhisfaceashesaid,“Also,

thankyoufortakingcareofmysister,Nori!”

“Noproblem!Though…Howdoyouplantorepaymykindness?”teasedNoriinreturn,arather

interestingsmileonherface.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyfeltslightlyawkward.Thatawkwardness,however,didn’tstemfrom

herbeauty.Afterall,hewasamarriedmanandhealreadyhadanexceptionallybeautifulwomanashis

wife.

Regardless,Geraldknewthathestillowedherone,sohesimplysuggested,“…Well,let’sjustsaythat

I’mindebtedtoyou!Howwouldyoulikemetorepayyourkindness?Giveitsomethoughtandonce



you’vemadeupyourmind,I’llagreetooneofyourrequests!”

“Deal!Remember,youweretheonewhosuggestedthat,soyou’dbetternotgobackonyourwords!”
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ThewayNorihadsaidit,itwasalmostasthoughshewasafraidthatGeraldwouldendupgoingbackon

hisword.

Sensingthat,Geraldlookedatherwithdeterminedeyesbeforesaying,“Don’tworry,Ialwayskeepmy

word!Afterall,apersonwholiesisnothingbutacoward!”

Followingthat,GeraldalternatedhisgazebetweenhissisterandNoribeforeadding,“Alright,there’s

stillsomethingIneedtosettle.Withthatsaid,I’mgoingtohavetoneedbothofyoutocontinuewaiting

formehereforalittlewhile.Don’tworry,onceIreturn,we’llleavethisplacetogether!Also,remember

nottogooutallwilly-nillyandifneeded,youcancontactmewiththesoundtalisman.Thesecondit’s

activatedI’llrushbackimmediately!”

“…What?You’reheadingoffagain,Gerald?Butwhereto?”askedJessicainaworriedtone.Afterall,to

thinkthattheyhadtopartwaysagainsoquicklyafterreuniting!

“Don’tworry,sister!I’lldefinitelymakeasafereturn!JustknowthattherearestillsomeissuesIneedto

resolve!”repliedGeraldashelookedstraightintoJessica’seyes.

Uponhearingthat,hissistersimplynoddedslowly…She,forone,knewthattherewasnousetryingto

persuadeherbrotheragainstit.Withthatinmind,shecouldonlypraythathewouldreturnunscathed.



Withthat,GeraldthenmadeamassiveleapbeforeflyingbacktoBarioCityatimmensespeeds…

Therewasgoingtobebloodshedtonight,andGeraldwasgoingtomakesurethatnoneofthe

Quartermainswouldremain…

Meanwhile,theQuartermainfamilymanorwasbrightlylit,withsheetsofwhiteclothhungeverywhere.

Addingthattothemanydeathwreathsplacedallovertheplace,itwasclearthattheQuartermains

wereholdingafuneralforYesirn.

HenrickhimselfwasstandingbeforeYesirn’smemorialtablet.Afterwrappingwhitestripsofclothover

hisson’scorpse,theteary-eyedHenrickthensaid,“I’vetakenrevengeforyou,son…Gerald’sdeadnow,

soyoucanrestinpeace…!”

Uponhearingthat,therestoftheQuartermainspresentbeganweepingaswell.Afterall,watching

one’schilddiebeforetheirveryeyeswasmostdefinitelyoneofthesaddestthingstowitness…

Unbeknownsttothem,however,theQuartermainsweregoingtoreunitewithYesirnvery,very,soon.

Atthatmoment,aboomingandratherfamiliarvoicesuddenlyshouted,“Heynow,youoldb*stard!

Insteadofgrievingforhim,whydon’tIjustsendyoutohellsothatbothofyoucangetreunited!”

Shocked,everyoneturnedtolookatthesourceofthevoice…AndthereGeraldwas,casuallystanding

withhisarmscrossedatoptheQuartermainmanor’sroof!

ThesecondHenricksawtheyouth,hewasinstantlyhitbyimmensewrathandshock.Geraldhadbeen

hitbytheFiveBlazingDragonsattack,hadhenot?Howwashestillalive?!Infact,howdidheeven

remainsoperfectlyfine?!

“You…You’realive…?!”growledHenrickasheglaredatGerald.



Snortingcontemptuously,Geraldthensneered,“Aren’tyouabittooconfidentwithyourself,Henrick?

Youweren’tevenabletocompletelymasterthatattack!Withthatsaid,there’snowayIwould’vedied

tothat!”

Furrowinghisbrows,Henrickthengloomilyreplied,“…Howdoyouevenknowaboutthat?”

TothinkthatGeraldwasawarethathehadn’tperfectedtheFiveBlazingDragonsattack…Buthow?

Nobodyelse—whowasalive—shouldevenknowaboutthat!

“There’snoneedtoknowaboutthat.Afterall,you’regoingtobedeadsoonanyway.AsI’vepromised

myself,I’mexterminatingtheQuartermainsifit’sthelastthingIdo!”retortedGeraldinafrigidtone.

Hearingthat,Henricksimplysnorteddisdainfullyasheyelled,“Yousoundrathersureofyourself!IfI

coulddefeatyoubackthenwhatmakesyouthinkyou’llwinthistime?!Nowstoptalkingtrashandjust

diealready!”

Followingthat,theQuartermainmasterleapedtowardGerald,intentonattackingtheyouth!

Unfortunatelyforhim,HenricklookingdownonGeraldwasatrulyfatalmistake…
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DespiteseeingthatHenrickwaslaunchinganattackathim,Geraldhardlyevenlookedanxious.

Inresponse,hesimplyshouted,“WeakeningStrike,thefirstmoveofJudgeSwiftSwordTechnique!”



Thesecondhissentenceended,JadeInfusedbladeexitedGerald’sbodybeforetransformingintoa

sword!Uponunsheathingthebladefromitsscabbard,ablindinglywhitelightthenflashed,followedby

loudrippingsoundsthatfilledtheair!

Nowfeelingincreasinglyintimidated,Henrickquicklyusedhisessentialqitoblocktheattack!

Asanexplosivesoundfollowed,Henrickquicklyrealizedthatthoughhehadmanagedtostopthemain

attack,theforceofitalonestillsentHenrickflyingtowardtheground!Uponcollision,theQuartermain

headinstantlyvomitedamouthfulofblood…

CoughingashestaredatGeraldinsheerdisbelief,Henrickthenyelled,“You…!How…Howareyoueven

abletoperformtheJudgeSwiftSwordTechnique?!”

AsfarasHenrickknew,therewasonlyonepersonwhohadsuccessfullymasteredthattechnique…And

thatpersonwasnoneotherthanhisoldsenior,Roman!

CreatedbyRomanhimself,theJudgeSwiftSwordTechniquewastheotherskillthathisseniorhad

pridedhimselfin,asidefromtheFiveBlazingDragonstechnique.

Theswordtechniqueitselfconsistedofthreeseparatemoves,withthefirstbeingWeakeningStrike,the

secondcalledGlisteningStarStrike,andthefinalonenamedtheJudgeSwiftStrike!

Regardless,byright,theJudgeSwiftSwordTechniqueshouldhavedisappearedtogetherwithRoman…

Afterall,HenrickhadmadesuretofinishoffhisseniorbeforetossinghimintotheUnderworldValley’s

abyss.

Withthatinmind,thefactthatthetechniquestillexistedwasagreatshocktoHenrick.



“How,youask?Well,let’sjustsaythatI’mfullyawarethatyou’reviciousenoughtonotevenspareyour

senior!Withthatsaid,I’mgoingtobeexecutingtheprinciplesofyoursectonbehalfofRomantoday!”

sneeredGeraldcontemptuouslyashecasuallypointedtheswordatHenrick.

Atthatmoment,HenricksworethathecouldalmostseehisseniorstandingwhereGeraldwas…

“…Tothinkthatyouhadbeenalivethisentiretime,senior…!Youevenimpartedallyourskillsintothis

person!Still,IhopeyourealizethatI’mmuchstrongerthanIwasbackthen!”grumbledHenrickashe

quicklygottohisfeet.

Followingthat,Henrickspreadbothhishandsout…andsecondslater,hisentirebodywassetablaze!

Withafierydragonnowwrappedaroundhisbody,itwasclearthatHenrickwasabouttousetheFive

BlazingDragonstechnique!

Gerald,however,simplyreplied,“Justsaying,butyouhaven’treallymasteredthattechniqueyet.You

know,incaseyou’veforgotten.”

“Sowhatofit?AllowmetoremindyouthatthesecretscrolloftheFiveBlazingDragonsisstillwithme!

Withthatsaid,thisincompleteattackisstillsufficientinriddingyouforgood!”scoffedHenrick

confidently,clearlyunawarethatGeraldhadnotonlymasteredthatveryattack,buthadalsoentered

theSageRealm!

“Isee…Well,sinceyou’reholdingontothatincompleteattacksoobstinately,I’llshowyouhowit’s

reallydonebeforeyoudie!”repliedGeraldwhocouldn’tbebotheredwithanymoreofHenrick’s

nonsense.

Withthat,GeraldthendidthesamegesturesasHenrickhad…Justlikehisopponent,Gerald’sentire

bodywasthenengulfedwithinflames!However,unlikeHenrick,Gerald’sflamesweregolden!Following

that,twodragonsappeared,onemadeoffireandtheothermadeofgoldenlight!Coilingaroundeach

other,bothindividualdragonsweremoredazzlingthanwhatHenrick’sdragonscouldeverachieve.



“What?!”yelledthedeeplyastonishedHenrickashiseyeswidened.This…Thiswasthefullymastered

FiveBlazingDragonstechnique…!

“Takeagood,longlookatwhatthefullymasteredFiveBlazingDragonstechniquelookslike,Henrick!”
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AfterGeralddeclaredthat,afuriousroarcouldbeheardastheyouthsummonedfivefierydragons,

eachshininginblindinglygoldenlight!However,Geraldwasn’tdone.

Followingthat,allfivedragonsmergedtoformablastoffireandlightthatthenshotouttoward

Henrick!

Unabletoavoidtheattack,Henrickwasinstantlyturnedtoashesthesecondtheflamesengulfedhim!

ThoughtherestoftheQuartermainswereinstantlyterror-stricken,theybarelyhadanytimetoreactas

theattackbeganaimingforthemaswell!Soonenough,theentiremanorwassetablaze,andallthat

remainedoftheQuartermainsweretheirashes…

ThiswasthetruepowerofthefinalizedFiveBlazingDragons…Everythingwithinthirtyfeetofitwould

simplycrumble!

Regardless,nowthattheQuartermainshadbeencompletelyeliminated,Geraldbeganmakinghisway

outofBarioCity.



WhilehewasgladtohavehelpedRomanfulfillhisdyingwish,Geraldwaswellawarethatnewsofthe

Quartermain’sexterminationwouldsurelyspreadlikewildfirethroughoutJaellatra.

Withthepublicinchaos,itdefinitelywouldn’ttakelongfortheforceswhohadinitiallybeenbacking

theQuartermainsuptohavetheirrevenge.

ThoughGeraldhadalreadyenteredtheSageRealm,Geraldunderstoodthatthereweremanyother

exceptionalpeoplewithinJaellatra.Withthatinmind,stayingthereforanylongerwouldsurelyspell

trouble.Duetothat,GeraldknewthathehadtoleavewithJessicaassoonaspossible.

Withtheplanallset,GeraldthenleftJaellatrawithJessicaearlythenextmorning.

WhileNorichosetoreturntoEarthCapitalonherown,shemadesuretoremindGeraldthatheowed

heronebeforeheleft.Shealsoaddedthatwhenasuitabletimecame,shewouldsurelycallforhishelp.

Regardless,truetowhatGeraldhadpredicted,chaosensuedallacrossJaellatranotlongafterheand

Jessicamadetheirescape.

Afterall,theQuartermainswereagreatlyfamousandreputablefamilyinJaellatra.Theywerealso

knowntobeextremelystrong.Withthatinmind,thefactthattheyhadbeentakenoutinasinglenight

wasdefinitelystupefying…

Itwassometimelaterwhenapersonwearingaphoenixrobeandagoldencrowncouldbeseensitting

atopathronewithintheGodTempleofJaellatra…Holdingascepterwithdragoncarvingsalloverit,the

personwentbythenameofApollo,andhewasthekingoftheGodTemple.Apollowasalsotherulerof

allofJaellatra,andhehadattainedtheSeventh-soul-rankwithintheSageRealm…

Atthatmoment,amandonningablackcaperaninbeforerespectfullysaying,“GodLord,the

Quartermainshavebeencompletelyeliminated!Duetothat,IbelievethatafewofJaellatra’sforceswill

begincausingtroubleintheirattempttosnatchthepreviousturfsthattheQuartermainsowned!”



Thepersonspeaking—whohadattainedtheSecond-soul-rankintheSageRealm—wentbythenameof

Hisham,andhewasoneofGodLord’sfollowers.

“Isee…Dowehavetheculprit?”askedApolloinaslowbutdeepvoice.Hiscommandingtonealonewas

enoughtosendshiversdownone’sspine…

“Wedo!TheoneresponsibleforallthisisayouthbythenameofGerald!AccordingtowhatI’ve

gathered,heappearstobefromEarth!”repliedHisham.

“FromEarth,yousay…Verywell.Fromthismomentonward,you’retaskedwithheadingthereand

testingthatperson’sstrengthout!Onceyou’vedonesufficienttests,comebackandreporttheresults

tome!”orderedApollobeforeclosingbothhiseyes.

“Yes,GodLord!”repliedHishamashecuppedhishandsinobeisancebeforeleavingimmediately.

Notevenbotheringtoopenhiseyesagain,itappearedthatApollohadlittleinterestinGerald…

Regardless,itdidn’ttakelongforalltheQuartermainfamily’sturfstobesnatchedanddividedamong

theotherfamiliesinJaellatra,leavingtheQuartermainsnothingbutadistantmemory…

Bythatpoint,GeraldandhissisterhadalreadymadetheirsafereturntoEarth…

Uponreunitingherwiththeirfamily,Gerald’sparents—andYoel—wereinstantlyoverjoyedtofindout

thatbothofthemhadreturnedinonepiece.Theirfamilywasfinallytogetheragain!

Whiletheoccasionwascertainlyjoyous,Geraldknewthatthingswerefarfromover.Afterall,though

theQuartermainsinJaellatrawerenomore,theQuartermainsinSunnivaCity—theQuantocks—were

stillalive,andGeraldwaswellawarethatbothfamilieswereconnectedbythesamesectand

bloodline…



Truthbetold,thisentireincidentbeganfromtheactionsoftheQuantocks,andtheywerealso

responsibleforsendinghissistertotheQuartermains.Withthatinmind,Geralddefinitelyhadtotake

outtheQuantocksnext…
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Itwaslatethatnight—withinasecretmanorinYanam—whenGeraldandhisfamilycouldbeseen

cheerfullyeatingwhiletalkingwitheachother.

EvenYoel—whomGerald’smotherwascurrentlysupporting—foundhimselfsmilingduetohowjoyous

thereunionwas.Ittrulyhadbeenagessincetheyhadlastgottentogetherlikethis…

Evenso,Geraldcouldn’tseemtofeeltrulyhappyaboutallthis.Afterall,intheend,poorYoelstillhad

hiseyesgougedoutandhistonguesnipped!Hisparentsnolongerhadfunctioninglegseither,andas

forhissister…Hecouldn’tevenimagineallthesufferingshehadgonethroughwhilewaitingforhim…

ToGerald,allthishadonlyhappenedduetohimnotdoinghisbesttokeephisfamilyprotected.With

thatinmind,heblamedhimselfforalltheirsuffering,andallthatguiltpreventedhimfromenjoying

himselfatthemoment…

Ifonlyhehadmadeafewmoreprecautions,Yoelwould’vesurelybeenabletolivebothnormallyand

happilylikeanyregularperson…However,Yoelhadactivelytriedtodefendhisfamily,andasaresult,

heendedupinsuchapitifulstate…IttrulymadeGeraldfeellikehehadfailedhisbrother…

Withallthesethoughtsplaguinghismind,Geraldknewthathewouldonlybeabletoresteasyoncehe

tookdowntheQuantocks.ThatwastheonlywayGeraldwasgoingtobeabletofullyavengehisfamily…

Gerald’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenhissmilingmotherturnedtolookathimbeforesaying,



“Gerald…Youseemalittlequiettonight…”

“She’sright!Ourfamily’sfinallyreunitedagain,youknow?Beabitmorejoyous!”addedDylan.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyforcedasmiletohidehistroubles.

Ashortwhilelater,however,hetookinadeepbreathbeforeturningtolookathisfamilywith

determinedeyes…

“…Mom,Dad,Jessica,andYoel…Fromtodayonward,I’llneverallowanyofyoutosufferanymore

pain…!I’llprotecteachandeveryoneofyounomatterthecosts!”

“Wellsaid!Webelieveinyou,Gerald!”repliedDylanashenoddedwithasmile.

Withthatsaid,thelaughingandtalkingcontinuedlateintothenight…

Eventually,Gerald’sparentsandYoelheadedofffirsttoretireforthenight.Watchingashisparentsled

Yoelaway,GeraldthensatinthegardenwithJessicatocontinuetalkingforabit.

“Iwonderifyourememberthetimewhenyoufirstrealizedthatyouwerearichheir,Gerald…”asked

Jessicawithasmileasshestaredattheshiningstarsinthenightsky.

Smilingsubtly,Geraldthenreplied,“OfcourseIdo!Thinkingback,allofyouweretrulyexpertsathiding

allthatfromme!DoyouevenhaveanyideahowlongIsufferedfromhowpoorIwas?”

“Wedidallthatforareasonthough!Bymakingyouexperienceallthat,wehadhopedthatitwould

makeyoustrongenoughtoeventuallybeabletocontinuecarryingourfamily’storch!Andloand

behold,lookatyounow!Withyoutorelyon,dadcanfinallyretirefrombeingourfamily’sbackbone…

Honestly,bythispoint,Idon’treallycarethatmuchaboutyoumakingahugeimpactonsociety…



Instead,Ijustwishthatourfamilycanlivetogethercozily!”saidJessicawithwordsthatcamefromher

heart.

Turningtolookathissister,Geraldthenloweredhisheadbeforereplyinginanapologetictone,“…You

musthavesufferedterriblywhileyouwerecaptured,sister…I’msorryforbeingsocareless!HadImade

moreprecautions,neitherofyouwouldhaveendedupinsuchpitifulstates!”

Uponhearingthat,JessicagentlypattedGerald’sheadbeforesaying,“Noneofusblameyouforallthis,

Gerald…Afterall,youcouldn’thavepossiblyanticipatedallthistohappen!Iunderstandthatyoubadly

wishtoprotectussincewekeptprotectingyoubackthen,butunderstandthatyou’realreadydoinga

goodjob!Afterall,we’realltogetheragainnow,aren’twe?Withthatsaid,letbygonesbebygonesand

let’senjoyourtimetogetherasafamilytothefullest!”

“…Iunderstand,sister…”mutteredGeraldashenoddedinresponse…

Atthatverymoment,adarksilhouettesuddenlydashedpasttheforestrightoutsidethemanor…
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Thoughthesilhouettewasextremelyquick,Geraldwasstillabletoseeitthroughthecornerofhiseye…

Realizingthattheyweren’talone,Geraldhadagutfeelingthatthepersonorthingdashingaboutwas

uptonogood.

NotwantingJessicaorhisparentstoknowaboutthefigure’spresence—andpotentiallygetworriedor

scared—,Geraldthenquicklysaid,“Youknow,it’sgettingabitlate,wouldn’tyousay?Youshouldgo

aheadandgetsomerestfirst,sis!”

“Iguess…Don’tstayupfortoomuchlongeryourself,Gerald!”repliedJessicaasshesmiledwarmly



beforereturningintothemanor.

Oncehewassurethatshehadentered,Geraldinstantlyleapedoutofthemanorandheadedtothe

spotwherehehadlastbeenabletosensetheshadowyfigure’spresence.Uponarrivingatthespot,

Geraldstoppedinhistractsbeforeactivatinghisholysensetoscanthearea…

Afterstandingthereinsilenceforawhile,Geraldeventuallylookedupatthetreessurroundinghim

beforeshouting,“Comeoutalready!Iknowyou’recloseby!”

Almostimmediatelyafter,therapidrustlingofleavescouldbeheardasthesilhouettefrombefore

dashedoutfromoneofthetrees!

Noticingthatitwaschargingtowardhimwithabladethatglintedcoldlyinthemoonlight,Gerald

instantlysteppedasidetododgetheattackbeforeattackinghisassailantwithhisrightpalm!

Bytheendofitall,bothofthemmanagedtosuccessfullylaunchtheirattacks,thoughneitherofthem

gothurt…

“Whoareyou?”askedGeraldinafrigidtone.

“TothinkthatsomeoneatyouragewouldbeabletoentertheSagerealm…Whatapromisingfuture

youshow!Regardless,attherateofhowfastyourstrengthisgrowing,Ihavelittledoubtthatyou’llbe

abletodestroytheQuantockswithease!”repliedtheslightlysurprisedpersoninaratherdevilishtone.

Squintinghiseyes,Geraldthenglaredatthemaninblackashesaid,“Again,whoareyou?Ifyou’re

worthyenoughthenyoushouldidentifyyourselfaswellasyourintentionsoutright!”

“Hah!Thetruthis,you’retheonewhoisn’tworthyenoughtoknowmyidentityyet!Regardless,I’llat

leastletyouknowthatIwassenthereundertheordersofGodLord!”repliedthemanwithasnicker.



BeforeGeraldcouldevenaskhimaboutanymoredetails,themaninblackboltedoff!Andjustlikethat,

hispresencewascompletelyundetectable,goneinthedarkofnight…

Shortlyafter,GeraldheardJadeInfusedBladesayfromwithinhisbody,“Master,thatmanwasstrong…!

HehadtoatleasthaveenteredtheSecond-soul-rankoftheSageRealm!”

“…Isee.Tellme,JadeInfusedBlade,doyouhaveanyideawhothat‘GodLord’thatmysteriousman

mentionedis…?”askedGeraldrathercuriously.

“Ihaven’theardofhimbefore,thoughfromwhatIcanguess,hemustbefromJaellatra!”

So,itwasjustasGeraldhadpredicted…Quiteastirmusthavetakenplacefollowingthedeathofthe

Quartermains…ThefactthatthismanhadcomeallthewayfromJaellatratomeethimwasalreadya

clearsignthatmoretroublewasimminent.

“Still,Icouldsensethatthatmanwasn’ttryingtofightyou,master…FromwhatIcouldsee,itseemed

likehewasjusttryingtotestyourabilities!”addedJadeInfusedBlade.

Geraldhadassumedthataswell.Afterall,themanhadn’ttriedtodoanythingparticularlyfataltohim.

Understandingthattherewasapossibilitythathewassimplybeingtested,Geraldhadmadesurenotto

showtoomuchofhiscapabilitiesearlier.Duetothat,hopefullythemandidn’tmanagetogathertoo

muchdata.

“Well,ifIwanttoknowmoreaboutthis,IguessI’lljusthavetolookforthis‘GodLord’andaskhim

myself!”mutteredGeraldtohimselfashecasuallylookedinthedirectionwherethemaninblackhad

runoffto…


