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“YouwereaskingaboutGodLord,right?HisrealnameisApolloandhe’sthesupremerulerofJaellatra!

HelivesintheGodTemple!”explainedNori.

Hearingthat,Geraldnowrealizedthathisactionsmust’vealreadycaughttheattentionofJaellatra’s

supremeruler…

“Actually,whythesuddeninterestinhim,Gerald?Justsoyouknow,GodLordisn’tassimpleasyoumay

thinkheis.Accordingtorumors,he’salreadytrainedenoughtoattaintheSeventh-soul-rankintheSage

Realm!Withthatsaid,hetrulyisaterrifyingindividual!”addedNori.

EventhoughNoriwascluelessastowhyGeraldwasaskingabouttheGodLord,itwasclearthatshewas

warninghimagainsttryingtomesswithApollo.

AfterfindingoutthatApollohadpossiblyalreadyenteredtheSeventh-soul-rankintheSageRealm,

Geraldfeltashiverrundownhisspine…Ifthatwasreallythecase,thenApollowassurelysomeone

withmonstrousstrength…

SinceGeraldwasnowonlynearingtheSecond-soul-rankwithintheSageRealm,thegapbetweenhim

andApollowasalmostastronomical…IfheweretoangerApolloathiscurrentstrength,Geraldwould

nodoubtbekilledinseconds,completelyunabletoevendefendhimself…

“…Isee.Then…DoyouknowofamandonningblackrobeswhoactsasafolloweroftheGodLord?”

askedGerald.

Afterthinkingforawhile,Norithenreplied,“I…dorecallsuchaman,yes…Ithinkhisnamewas

Hisham…Regardless,he’soneofGodLord’shenchmen,andhemostlyaidsApolloinmanagingmatters

aroundJaellatra.SincetheGodLordhimselfhardlyevershowsupinpublic,Hishamistheonewho

usuallydoesallthatneedstobedone.”

Hearingthat,Geraldfoundthatitallmatchedup.BasedonNori’sdescriptionofhim,Geraldwasnow



prettysurethatHishamwasthepersonwhohadtriedtotesthimbackthen.

Still,GeraldhadahunchthatApollowasn’tparticularlygoingafterhimyet.Afterall,Hishamhadleft

almostimmediatelyaftertestingGerald’scapabilities.

“Don’t…tellmethatyou’vealreadyoffendedtheGodLord,Gerald…”mumbledNoriasshelookedat

Gerald,concerninhereyes.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“Don’tworry,I’mnotstupidenoughtopissoffsomeonewho’s

attainedtheSeventh-soul-rankintheSageRealm!”

Relievedtohearthat,Norithensaid,“I’mgladtohearthat…Speakingofwhich,whydidyouaskforso

muchmoneyfromJohnie?Areyoushortofmoneyorsomething?”

Thoughahundredmilliondollarswasn’tthatmuchtoNorieither,itwasstillasumthatwouldbeable

tosustainanordinarypersonforlife.

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Puttingitbluntly,it’smuchmorefunspendingsomeone

else’smoneywhenshopping!Speakingofshipping,I’veheardthatJaellatraisfamousforitssecret

techniquetalismans…Couldyoubringmeovertotheplacethatsellsthem?I’vebeenitchingtogetmy

handsonsome!”

Uponhearingthat,NorinowunderstoodthatGeraldhadreturnedtoJaellatratoobtainsomesecret

techniquetalismans.ItalsoexplainedwhyhehadaskedforsomuchmoneyfromJohnie.

“Ofcourse!Though…Areyousurethatahundredmilliondollarsisenough…?”askedNorirather

doubtfully.

Afterall,secrettechniquetalismanswereratherrare,eveninJaellatra.Withthatsaid,theywere

exceptionallypricey,witheventhemostcommonoftalismanscostingaroundafewthousanddollars.



Withthatinmind,themoreadvancedsecrettechniquetalismanswereundoubtedlypricedmuch,much

higherthanthat…

“IbelievethattheearningsIgotoffJohnieshouldbesufficient.Evenifitisn’t,Ihavemyownmoneyas

well.Regardless,let’sgohavealookatthetalismansfirstbeforeanythingelse!”repliedGeraldwitha

calmsmile.Afterall,moneyhadneverreallybeenanissueforhim,andhewasn’tabouttostart

worryingaboutnothavingenough.

Regardless,withallthatoutoftheway,theduothenquicklyfinishedtheircoffeebeforeheadingoffto

thelargestsecrettechniquetalismansalescenterinJaellatra,TalismanHall.

AllthesecrettechniquetalismansinJaellatraweremadethere,andtheoneresponsibleforcraftingthe

moreadvancedoneswentbythenameofBoshier,theGreatTalismanMaster.Eitherway,upon

completion,thetalismanswouldthenbeplacedintheTalismanhallwheretheywouldthenbeeither

auctionedorsold…
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AstheyapproachedtheTalismanhall,Geraldsawthattheentirebuildingwasplatedingold.Therealso

appearedtobeahugestonetabletcarvedintotheshapeofasecrettechniquetalismaninfrontofthe

building.

Sinceitwaslocatedneartheentrance,itwasonlyfairtoassumethatthetabletwasthesymbolofthe

TalismanHall…

NotmanypeoplecametotheTalismanHallingeneral,andthosewhodidwereusuallydressedin

luxuriousclothing.Thatdidn’treallycomeasasurprise,however,sincethisplacewasevenfancierthan

eventhemostexpensiveoflocationswithinJaellatra.

Regardless,uponarrivingatthemainentrance,GeraldandNoriweregreetedbythesightofaman

donningarobethatlookedsimilartoacourtrobe.

Naturally,oneneededtofulfillcertainconditionstoevenbeabletoenterthebuilding,andtheman



actedasthedoorkeeperoftheTalismanHall.

AfterlookingatacharmthatNorifishedoutfromherpocket,thedoorkeeper’seyesinstantlylitupas

hesmiledbeforerespectfullysaying,“Welcome,MissZahn!”

Thecharmwasanidentitycharm,andsuchcharmswereusedtosymbolizeone’sstatuswithinJaellatra.

SinceNoriwastheeldestyoungladyoftheZahnfamily—aratherprestigiousfamilywithinEarth

Capital—thedoorkeepernaturallyknewwhoNoriwas.

Eitherway,afternoddinginresponseatthedoorkeeper,Norithenasked,“He’smyfriend,soheshould

beallowedtoenterawell,correct?”

“Yes,byallmeans!Please,comein!”repliedthedoorkeeperrespectfullyasheopenedthedoorofthe

TalismanHallbeforegesturingforthemtoenter.

“Thankyou!”repliedNoriwithapolitetonebeforeleadingGeraldintotheTalismanHall’smainlobby.

Oncetheywereinside,Geraldwasimmediatelyflabbergastedbythenumberofexquisitesecret

techniquetalismansdisplayedwithinthehall.

“ThesecrettechniquetalismanswithinthelobbyarethemostuniqueonesinallofJaellatra.Afterall,

there’sonlyoneofeachtalisman!Withthatsaid,they’reallextremelyrareandprecious!Donote,

however,thatsinceallthesetalismansareofperfectquality,theyaren’tevergoingtobesoldor

auctionedoff!”explainedNoriasshepointedatthetalismansdisplayedinthelobby.

“Now,youmayormaynotknowthis,butsecrettechniquetalismansaredividedintosixmain

categories,thembeingbasic,common,middle,high,rare,andperfect!AsIsaidearlier,apartfromthe

fewtalismanswithinthishall’slobby,nootherperfecttalismansexist!”addedNoriwhowasstartingto

soundmoreandmorelikeatourguide.



“Aren’tthemostskillfuladvancedsecrettechniquetalismancraftersabletoproducetalismansof

perfectquality?”askedGerald.

Shakingherheadwithaslightlybittersmile,Norithenreplied,“EventhoughBoshierisalreadyagreat

masterinmakingsecrettechniquetalismans,he’sonlycapableofproducingonesoftherarequality.He

hasn’tbeenabletoimprovehisskillsenoughtocreateatalismanofperfectquality!”

“Theperfectonesyouseeinthelobbywerecreatedafewdecadesagobythefirstsecrettechnique

talismancrafter,MasterKyzer.Throughouthistory,nobody’sbeenabletosurpassMasterKyzer’sskill,

andnobodyhasanyideahowheevenmanagedtomakesuchperfecttalismans!It’sbeenanongoing

mystery,youknow?”

Afterhearingallthat,Gerald’sinterestinsecrettechniquetalismansslowlygrew.Eventually,hecouldn’t

helpbutask,“Idowonderifthere’sawayforonetolearnhowtomaketalismans…”

“Ofcourse,thereis!Essentially,onehastofirstjointheTalismanUnion,andtherealsoneedstobea

specialtutorwillingtoacceptthatpersonastheirstudent.Withoutthosetwo,it’snearimpossibleto

learnanythingabouttalismanmaking,”repliedNori.

So,hefirstneededtogethimselfatutorbeforehecouldevenbeginlearninghowtomaketalismans…

ThiswasgoingtobeachallengeforGerald.Afterall,theonlypersonheknewinJaellatrawasNori.

Forgettutors,hedidn’tevenknowasingleteacherhere!Withthatinmind,itwascertainlygoingtobe

difficultforhimtolearnhowtomakesecrettechniquetalismans…
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“Still,whyareyousuddenlyaskingmeaboutthis?Couldyoubeinterestedinlearninghowtocraft

secrettechniquetalismans?”askedNoriasshesmiledathim.

Seeingthatsheseemedtohavecaughton,Geralddidn’tdenyitandsimplynoddedslowly.



“…Well,ifyoutrulyareinterestedinlearning,IcouldintroduceyoutosomeoneIknow.He’saSecond-

rankTalismanMasterwithintheTalismanUnion,andhisnameisChaceHunt.He’sanoldfriendofmy

father!”suggestedNori.

“Isthatpossible?Imean,I’mnotevenalocaltoJaellatra.AmIqualifiedtolearnhowtocraftsecret

techniquetalismans…?”askedGerald,knowingfullwellabouttheprejudicemanypeoplefromJaellatra

hadagainstthosefromearth.Therewassimplytoomassiveadifferencebetweenthepeoplefromthe

twolands.

“Don’tworry,MasterHuntisaniceperson,soI’msurehewon’tmind!Besides,myfatherisn’toneto

ostracizethosefromoutsideJaellatra!”repliedNori,convincinghimnottoworrytoomuchaboutit.

“…Well,alrightthen.However,Istillhavesomematterstoattendto,soIwon’tbeabletostartlearning

justyet.I’dappreciateitifIcouldstartlearningwhenIreturnhereagain!”saidGeraldafterthinking

aboutitforamoment.

“Noproblem!”repliedNoriasbothofthemfinallymadetheirwayintothehallwherethetalismans

weresold.

Noticingtheirarrival,asalesstaffsmiledbrightlyasshequicklywalkedovertotheduobefore

respectfullysaying,“Welcome!HowmayIhelpyou?”

PeoplewhowereabletoentertheTalismanHallweren’tordinaryfolk,sothesalesstaffwaswellaware

thathehadtobeonhisbestbehaviorinfrontofthem.

“Myfriend’sheretobuysometalismans!”repliedNori.

“Ah,Isee!Please,comethisway,then!I’llfirstbeshowingyouthenewtalismansmadebyGreat

TalismanMasterBoshierfirst!”repliedthestaffasheledthemtoadisplaycounterdecoratedwithgold.

Withinit,arowoftalismanscouldbeseen…



“ThesearethelatestrarequalitytalismansthatMasterBoshiermade.Thereareattackspelltalismans,

defensespelltalismans,stratagemspelltalismans,aswellasspacespelltalismans,”explainedthestaff

ingreatdetail.

Uponseeingthem,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeeloverwhelmed.Whilethetalismanswerenothingshort

ofmarveling,eachoftheirpricelabels—whichweredisplayedatthebottomofeachtalisman—started

withunitsthatbeganinthemillions!NowonderNorihadearlieraskedhimwhetherhewassureifhe

hadenoughwithhim!Asitturnedout,thehundredmilliondollarsthathehadobtainedfromJohnie

wasonlysufficienttobuytwotalismansatmost!

JudgingfromtheexpressiononGerald’sface,Noriwasimmediatelyabletotellthathedidn’thave

enoughonhim.Withthatinmind,shethenleanedabitclosertoGeraldbeforewhispering,“Isthere

anythingyoufancy,Gerald…?”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadbeforeturningtolookatthestaffagainandasking,

“Arethereanyothertalismanshereapartfromthese?”

Sincethisplacewassohuge,itwasonlyfairtoassumethatmuchcheapertalismanswerealsosoldhere.

1623

“Butofcourse!Please,followme!”repliedthestaffasheledGeraldandNoriintoanotherhall.

Uponentering,amultitudeoftalismanscouldbeseenhungdazzlinglyonthewalls.Withallofthem

seemingtohavevaryinglevelsofquality,Geraldquicklybeganbrowsingtoseewhichonesheneeded.

Thankfully,theonesinsidethishallweremuchaffordable,rangingonlyfrompricesbetweenafew

thousandtoseveralmilliondollars.

Ittookhimaboutanhour,butbythetimeGeraldwasfinallydone,hehadboughtafewhundredmiddle

andhigh-qualitytalismans.Hegothimselfafewdozenrarequalityonesaswell.



Intotal,thefinalsumamountedtoawhoppinghundredandthirtymilliondollars!Naturally,Geraldhad

usedhisownmoneytocovertheextracosts.Still,Geraldnowknewhowpriceythesetalismanscould

get!

Evenso,theywereanecessarypurchase.Afterall,hewantedtohavethemreadyforself-defenseand

alsoincaseofemergencies.Thebestthingabouttalismanswasthatnotonlydidtheyhavevarying

functionalitiesandpowers,buttheywerealsoeasilycarriedaroundandused.

Regardless,nowthathewasdoneshoppingfortalismans,bothNoriandGeraldlefttheTalismanHall.

Nowthattheywereout,NoriturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“So…Whatdoyouintendtodo

next?”

Notseeingtheneedtohideanything,Geraldthenreplied,“I’mheadingtoSunnivaCityonearth!”

“Oh?Why?”askedNoriinacurioustone.

“Well,therearestillafewQuartermainsIhaven’ttakenoutyet…Morespecifically,Ihaven’t

exterminatedthosefromthesecondclanoftheQuartermains,theQuantocksofSunnivaCity!”

explainedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,NoriunderstoodwhatGeraldhadearliermeantwhenhesaidhestillhadbusinessto

attendto.Sureenough,ifhedidn’ttakecareoftheQuantocksassoonaspossible,theywouldsurely

causehimfuturetroubles.

“…Isee!Well,pleasebecareful,alright?Andifyouneedanyhelp,youcanjustcontactmeandI’lltry

mybesttolendyoumyaid!”repliedNori.

“I’llkeepthatinmind!”saidGeraldwithasmilebeforerapidlyleapingaway…



Staringathisquicklydisappearingback,Noriwonderedwhetherhewouldonedayaccepther…

Meanwhile,Johniehadfinallymanagedtolimpallthewayhomeinhiswretchedstate.Withhishair

messyandhisusualtemperament—astheyoungmasteroftheLagerfamily—completelygone,Johnie

nowlookedmorelikeabeggarthananything…

UponnoticingJohnie’sreturn,aman—whohonestlylookedquitesimilartoJohnie—foundhimself

surprisedasheasked,“Johnie?Whathappenedtoyou?Howdidyouenduplikethis?”

“I…Iwasbeatenupbysomeone,brother…!”repliedJohnieashelookedatJonasLagerwithadefeated

expression.

JonaswasJohnie’seldestbrother,andhehadenteredtheFirst-soul-rankoftheSageRealm.

Withsuchgreatstrength,JonaswasalsoamemberoftheFurySquad,oneofthemorewell-hidden

undergroundforcesinJaellatra.TheFurySquad’smembersconsistedofagroupofassassinsaswellas

strongcultivators.Together,theirjobwastoaccomplishmissionsgiventothem.

“What?Tothinkthatsomeonewouldactuallydaretobeatyouup!TellmewhothatmanissothatIcan

avengeyou!”roaredJonas.

“I…Idon’tknowhimverywell…IonlyknowthatheseemstobeNori’sboyfriend!”repliedJohnieina

bittertone,feelingbothangeredandpainedeverytimehethoughtaboutGerald.

Afterall,fortheyoungmasteroftheLagerfamilytobebeatenupbysomebrat…Ittrulywasadisgrace

totheLagers!

“So,theZahnsareinvolved!Itappearsthatthey’regettingmoreandmorearrogantastimegoeson…!



Howdaretheygoagainstourfamily…!”
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Jonas’sexpressionseemedtodarkenexponentiallyashehowledinrage.

Truthbetold,boththeZahnsandtheLagerswereequallypowerfulinJaellatra.Sinceneitherfamilywas

weakerthantheother,bothfamiliesmadesurenevertooffendeachother.

DuetoGerald’sinvolvementinNori’smattersthistime,however,itappearedthatthetwofamilies

werefinallygoingtohaveadispute…

“Don’tworry,Johnie,I’lldefinitelyhelpyououtwiththismatter.Infact,I’mtellingfatheraboutthis!

Let’sseewhattheZahnsaretrulycapableof!”growledJonasashenarrowedhiseyesbeforesupporting

hisbrotherbacktohisroomtogetsomerest…

Fastforwardtothatnight,theQuantockfamilymanorcouldbeseenbrightlylitandservantsofthat

familyseemedtobestandingguardallovertheplace.

Zakihimselfwasstandinginthelobby,lookingateveryonebeforehimratheranxiously.Afterall,the

threeeldershadbeengoneforalmostanentiredaynow!Despitethat,theyhadn’treportedbackat

all…

Seeinghowworriedhisfatherwas,Shawnthensaid,“Don’tworry,father!Thethreeeldersare

exceedinglystrong,remember?They’llsurelybeabletogetridofGerald!”

“Icanonlyhopeso!”repliedZaki,hisbrowstightlyfurrowed.

JustasZaki’ssentenceended,however,Gerald’svoicecouldsuddenlybeheardshouting,“Toughluck!

Insteadofhopingfortheimpossible,whydon’tyoustartthinkinghowyou’regoingtoexplainyour

deathstotherestoftheQuartermains?”



HearingGerald’svoiceechothroughoutthemanor,Zakiandtherestofhisfamilyinstantlyfellintopanic,

desperatelytryingtoseewhereGeraldwashiding.

However,theverynextsecond,GeraldappearedrightbehindZakiandliftedthemanwithasinglehand!

SqueezingontoZaki’sneck,Geraldthenaddedinafrigidtone,“You’reastubbornoldthing,Zaki!Did

youreallyhavetoforcemetocometoSunnivaCitysosoon?”

Hisfacenowreddened,ZakicouldonlyflailfeeblyashetriedtobreakfreefromGerald’sgrasps.

Naturally,therewasnowaythatwashappening,andZakiwasnowfindingitexceedinglydifficultto

evenbreathe.

“Releasemyfather,Gerald!”roaredShawnasheglaredatGerald.

IgnoringShawn’swords,Geraldsimplyordered,“Kneel!Allofyou!”

Uponhearingthat,alltheQuantockssimplyexchangedglanceswitheachother.Intheend,notoneof

themwaswillingtoobeyGerald’sorders.

“Iseehowitis!Well,sincenobodytookmyadvice,enjoyyourtriptohell!”scoffedGeraldashe

tightenedhisgrasparoundZaki’sneck…

Withasickening‘snap’Zakiwasnolongeramongtheliving.

“F-father…!”

“Master…!”



UponrealizingthatGeraldhadreallydonethedeed,ShawnandtheotherQuantockscouldonlyshriek

interror!

Unabletoholdbackhisrage,ShawnthenchargedtowardGeraldwhileroaring,“Youb*stard…!I’llkill

you…!”

Sadly,hiseffortswerecompletelyuseless.GeraldhadcometoSunnivaCityspecificallytoeliminatethe

Quantocks.JustlikehowhehadexterminatedtheQuartermains,hewasn’tabouttospareanyonein

thisfamily.

‘Tobesofttotheenemyistobecrueltooneself,’wasasayingthatGeraldcametolearnashe

matured…

Andjustlikethat,boththeQuartermainsandtheQuantocksceasedtoexist.

Withhisjobnowdone,GeraldthenquicklyleftSunnivaCitytoreturntoJaellatra.
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ItwasthenextmorningwhenafewluxuriouscarscouldbeseenparkedbeforetheZahnfamily’smanor.

Notably,eachofthecars’licenseplatesbeganwiththeword‘Lager’,makingitclearwhowaspayingthe

Zahnsavisit.

Afterthebeat-upJohniereturnedhomeyesterday,Jonashadreportedtheincidenttohisfather—who

wasalsotheheadoftheLagerfamily—,AugustusLager.

Uponhearingthatsomeonehadhurthissecondson,Augustuswasrightfullyenraged.Itcertainlydidn’t

helpthathewasamanwhowasveryprotectiveofhischildren.

Unabletostandthefactthathisbelovedsonwasinjured,hewasheretodaytoargueaboutthiswith



theZahns.

“MasterZahn,ifyouweren’taware,yourdaughter’sboyfriendbeatupmyson!Howdoyouplanto

settlethis?Iwon’tleavetillyougivemeanacceptableanswer!”shoutedAugustuswhowascurrently

sittingcross-leggedinfrontoftheleaderoftheZahnfamily,YoshuaZahn.

BeforeYoshuacouldevenreply,Nori—whohadbeenstandingbyhisside—retorted,“Theansweris

simple!Yourson’sbeenendlesslypesteringmesohegotwhathedeserved!”

“Quiet,Nori!”shoutedherfather.

Uponhearingthat,Norididn’tdareutteranotherwordandsimplystoodmeeklybyhisside.

Followingthat,YoshuaturnedtolookattheLagers.WhileAugustusappearedtoberathergloomy,

Jonas—whowasstandingbesidehisfather—hadafrigidexpressiononhisface.

SensinghowpowerfulJonas’saurawas,Yoshacouldinstantlytellhowstrongtheboywas.Withthatin

mind,Jonaswasdefinitelynotsomeonetomesswith.

Regardless,afteraslightpause,Yoshuasaidinamonotonoustone,“ThewayIseeit,bothofusare

responsibleforthismatter,MasterLager.WhileI’llcertainlyapologizetoyoursononbehalfofmy

daughter,asNorisaid,itwasyoursonwhostartedallthis.Withthatsaid,oncemyapologyismade,I

hopeyoursondoesn’tpestermydaughteranyfurther!”

AstheleaderoftheZahns,Yoshuawaswellawarethathecouldn’tcompromisetoomuchwiththe

Lagers.

“Cutthecrap,Yoshua.Look,yourdaughterhadbetterapologizetomysoninpersontoday!Failtodo

thatandI’lldestroyyourfamily!”threatenedAugustusasheslammedhishandsagainstthetable.



Hearingthat,Yoshuainstantlyfrowned.TothinkthatAugustuswouldbearrogantenoughtoclaimto

wanttodestroyhisfamily!Hetrulydidn’tappeartorespecttheZahnsatall!

“Gettingabittooarrogant,aren’twe,MasterLager?Ihopeyourememberthatmyfamily’salready

managedtogainafootholdinJaellatra!Withthatsaid,wewon’tbeaneasytarget!”retortedYoshua

icily.

“Ohreally?I’dliketoseeyoutrydefendingyourselvesagainstus!”scoffedAugustuswithadisdainful

snortbeforewavingahand.

Asplitsecondlater,overtenstrong-lookingmeninblackrushedin,instantlyalarmingtheZahns!

“Howimprudent!ThisistheZahnfamilymanor!Doyoureallythinkthatthisisaplaceforyoutodoas

youplease?!”yelledNoriassheglaredatAugustusandhismenbeforemovingforthedoor,unableto

standbeinginthepresenceoftheLagersanymore.

However,herpathwaseasilyblockedbyJonuswho—whileglaringdaggersather—thenthreatened,

“I’msureyou’rewellawarethatmybrotherlikesyou,Nori.Look,ifyouaccompanymybrotherforan

entireday,I’llconsidersparingtheZahns.Failtocomply,however,andI’llmakesureyoupaydearly!

Whatdoyousay?”

“Whatexactlydoyouhaveinmindwhenyousay,‘paydearly?’”scoffedNori,barelyintimidatedby

Jonas’sthreats.

“It’ssimplereally…ItsimplymeansthatIwon’tshowyouanymoremercy!”roaredJonasashis

pressuringauraimmediatelyintensified!

“LayafingeronherandIguaranteethatyouwon’tbeleavingthisplacealive!”
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ThesecondJonas’ssentenceended,Gerald’svoicecouldsuddenlybeheard!

Recognizingthatvoiceanywhere,Norithenexclaimed,“Gerald!”

Followingthat,Geraldwalkedinrathercasuallywithhishandsinhispockets.

WhileGerald’ssurprisingarrivalmadeNori’sheartrace,JonasandAugustus’sfacesinstantlyturnedred

inrage!

“So,areyoutheonewhohurtmyson?”growledAugustusasheglaredatGerald.

Turningtolookathim,Geraldthensnortedbeforescoffing,“That’sright!Afterall,yourarrogantson

wastheonewhochallengedmetoaduel!What?Ishenowtryingtogetotherstotakerevengeforhis

sakeafterhelost?Howpatheticcanhebe?”

HearingthatinstantlysentAugustus’sbloodboiling!Forabrat,Geraldreallyknewhowtopinpointhis

weakness!

AsGeraldhadsaid,Johniewouldsurelybealaughingstockshouldpeoplecometorealizethathegot

hisfamilytotakerevengeforhimafterlosingtoaduelthathestarted!

“Whateverthecaseis,youstillbeatupmybrother!Ican’tjustletthispass!Withthatsaid,I’m

challengingyoutoaduelnow!”growledJonasashewalkedtowardGerald.

“Whatmakesyouthinkyou’llbemymatchwhenyourbrothercouldn’tevenlayafingeronme?”

retortedGeraldashelookedatJonaswithdisdainfuleyes.

Uponhearingthat,Jonaswassoenragedthatheendedupclenchinghisfistssotightlythathisveins

bulgedhideouslyonhisarms!



“Thatdoesn’tanswermyquestion.Orareyouchickeningoutnow?”provokedJonaswhocouldn’twait

totearGeraldintopieces!

Gerald,forone,couldinstantlytellwhatwasonJonas’smind.Geraldhadn’tbeenafraidofthemanin

thefirstplace,andsinceJonaswasaskingforhisdoom,Geraldhadnoproblemwithgrantinghiswish.

“Oh,Iacceptthechallengealright,ononecondition.Ifyoulose,youandtherestoftheLagersmust

stoppesteringNori.Soundgood?”repliedGerald.

“Deal!However,whatifyoulose?”

“Youcandowhateveryouwantwithmeifthatcomestobe!”saidGeraldrathernonchalantly.Afterall,

fromwhatGeraldcouldtell,Jonaswasn’tanywherenearhismatch.

Withtheconditionsagreedupon,bothmenthenbeganwalkingouttobegintheirduel.

Astheothersquicklyfollowedalong,NoriranovertoGerald’ssidebeforewhispering,“Gerald,his

brotherisn’tasweakasJohnieis…Areyousureaboutthis…?”

Smilinginreturn,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Don’tworry,he’sbarelyevenamatchforme!”

SeeinghowconfidentGerald’ssmilewas,Noricouldinstantlyrestassured.Afterall,sheknewthat

Geraldwasthekindofpersonwhowouldonlysaysuchathingifhewasabsolutelysureofhisvictory.

Nowoutside,JonasthenglaredatGeraldbeforeyelling,“Ihopeyouenjoywatchingmecrushyour

bones!”



“Talkischeap!”sneeredGerald.

JonaswashonestlyseverelyunderestimatingGerald’scapabilities.Afterall,thoughhisbrotherhad

failedtotakeGeraldout,JonasknewforafactthatthegapbetweenJohnie’sandhisstrengthwas

extremelyvast.Withthatinmind,JonaswasconfidentthathecoulddefeatGeraldeasily.

“Bringiton!”roaredtheinfuriatedJonasashisauraflaredup!Followingthat,themanbegancharging

atGeraldwithimmensespeed!
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HisfistaimedatGerald’shead,Jonaswassurethatuponcollision,Gerald’sskullwouldinstantlysplit

open!

However,hewasafoolifhethoughtthatGeraldwasgoingtograntthatchancetohim.Withgreatease,

Geraldsimplysteppedtothesidetododgetheattack!

Evenso,asJonas’sfistflewrightpastGerald’sface,Geraldcouldfeeltheimmensepowerinthepunch…

AssomeonewhohadenteredtheFirst-soul-rankoftheSageRealm,Jonaswasundoubtedlyastrong

one…

Unfortunatelyforhim,hisopponentwasGerald.

Realizingthathisattackhadactuallymissed,Jonaswasleftslightlyshocked.TothinkthatGeraldwas

actuallythisfast!

Quicklyrecoveringhiswits,JonasthenswiftlyturnedaroundtolaunchalethalkickatGerald!

However,onceagain,Geralddodgedtheattackwithoutanytrouble.

Fromthatalone,thedifferenceintheduo’scapabilitieswasmadeclearasday.Intheworldofmartial



arts,thespeedieronealwayshadtheadvantage,andthiswasclearlyillustratedbythefactthatJonas

hadn’tbeenabletolandasinglehitonGerald.Geraldwasjustsomuchfasterthanhim!

Withthatinmind,thewinnerofthisbattlehadalreadybeendecided….

Thoughheknewthat,Jonasrefusedtoadmitdefeat!Afterall,hehadsworntohimselfthathewould

avengehisbrotherbydefeatingGerald!

“Humph!Areyouonlycapableofdodging?”tauntedJonaswithasnort.

Thoughhesaidthat,Jonaswashonestlyfeelinggreatlyhumiliated.Afterall,itseemedlikeGerald

wasn’ttakinghimseriouslyatall!Evenso,henowacceptedthatGeraldwasn’tanyweakerthanhewas.

Afterall,noneofhisattackshadlanded!

“I’mjustworriedthatyou’llgetknockedoutfromasingleattack!”retortedGeraldwithacontemptuous

smileonhisface.

Uponhearingthat,Jonas’sfuryspikedasheclenchedhisteeth.Howprideful!

“Youarrogantbrat…!”roaredJonasashechargedupallhispowerbeforeattackingGeraldwithallhis

might!

Ofcourse,Geraldeasilyavoidedit,thoughthesecondJonas’sattackmissed,Geraldcalmlystoodin

place.SinceJonaswantedhimtoattacksomuch,Geraldwouldgladlyoblige!

ItonlytookasplitsecondforGeraldtokickJonasrightinthestomach.Gerald’smovementswereso

rapidthatJonascouldn’tevenreactintime!

Momentarilyfindinghimselfsoaring,itwasasecondlaterwhenhisentirebodycrashedtotheground!



Seeingthathisson—whowasnowcoughingoutblood—wasbarelyevenabletotakeasinglekickfrom

Gerald,August’sfaceinstantlypaled.Hehadn’tthoughtthathissonwouldactuallylosetoGerald!

Staringattheinjuredman,Geraldthencalledoutinamonotonoustone,“You’velost!”

ThoughJonasclearlyappearedunwillingtoadmittothat,Geraldwasright.Understandingthat,Jonas

couldonlychoosetoaccepthisdefeat.Afterall,choosingotherwisewouldsurelymakehimalaughing

stocktothepublic…
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Followingthat,AugustusquicklyledJonasintooneoftheircarsbeforeleavingimmediately.

SeeingthattheLagershadleft,Norijoyouslycheered,“Youdidit,Gerald!You’resostrongthateven

Jonaswasn’tyouropponent!”

AsNoricontinuedpraisingGerald,YoshuatheotherZahnscouldonlycontinuestaringattheyouth,still

surprisedbytheoutcomeofthatbattle.

Noticingthatherfamilywasspeechless,NorithentookthechancetointroduceGeraldtoherfather.

“Father,thisisthepersonIwastalkingaboutearlier!HisnameisGeraldCrawford!”

Hearingthat,Yoshuasimplynoddedbeforesignalingthemtoreturntothehallfornow…

Onceseated,Geraldtooktheinitiativetogreet,“It’sapleasuretomeetyou,MasterZahn!”

“Thepleasureismine.Youknow,Nori’sbeentellingmehowpowerfulyouwereforawhilenow…After

witnessingtheeventsoftoday,IcansafelysaythatIagreewithher!”repliedYoshua,lookingatGerald



withasatisfiedexpression.

“Youflatterme,MasterZahn.SinceI’mgoodfriendswithNori,hertroublesaremineaswell.Regardless,

itwasmyimpulsivenessthatstartedallthistroubleinthefirstplace.Withthatsaid,Ihopeyouaccept

myapology!”declaredGeraldinanapologetictone.

Afterall,hadhenotbeatenJohnieup,theLagerswouldn’thavecomeovertoconfronttheminthefirst

place.

“There’snowaythisisyourfault,Gerald!I’mclearlytheonewronghereforusingyouasmyshield!”

saidNoriasshetookastepforwardtodefendhim.

“Alright,that’senoughblamingyourselves.IneverlikedthatLagerkidinthefirstplace.It’shonestlynot

thefirsttimeI’veheardofhimpesteringNorieither.Withthatsaid,youdidagoodjob,Gerald!With

yourhelp,Johniewillhopefullycometorealizethatnoteveryoneintheworldisafraidofhim!Hell,who

evenaretheLagers?They’restilllightyearsawayfrombeingcapableenoughtoharmourfamily!”

declaredYoshua.

TruthbetoldYoshuawasn’tafraidoftheLagersatall.However,iftheyreallyendedupbecoming

enemies,Yoshuaknewthatbothfamilieswouldsuffergreatlosses.Evenso,Yoshuawould’vebeen

willingtobattleitoutforthesakeofhisdaughter…

Atthatmoment,Noriappearedtosuddenlyremembersomething.Withthat,shequicklyturnedtoface

herfatherbeforeasking,“Father,you’reanoldfriendofMasterHunt,right?FromtheTalismanUnion?I

needyourhelpwithsomething!”

“…Hmm?Areyouthinkingofjoiningtheunion?”askedYoshuarathercuriously.

“Notatall!I’mjustaskingonGerald’sbehalf!He’sinterestedinlearninghowtomakesecrettechnique

talismans!”repliedNoriassheshookherheadbeforeturningtolookatGerald.



Fromthat,YoshuaeasilycaughtonthathisdaughtermusthavefallenforGerald.Thoughshehadearlier

saidthatshehadonlyusedGeraldasashield,YoshuawaswellawarethathisdaughterlikedGerald.

Regardless,GeraldthensmiledatYoshuabeforerespectfullysaying,“She’sright,MasterZahn.Ifitisn’t

toomuchtrouble,I’dliketoaskforyouraidinthis!”

Yoshua,forone,alreadyhadarathergoodimpressionofGerald.Afterall,notonlywashealreadythis

powerfulathisage,buttheyouthwasalsoclosefriendswithhisdaughter!Withthatinmind,therewas

nowayYoshuawouldrefusetohelp.

“Don’tworry,themostit’llcostmeisafewwords.Howaboutthis?I’llcontactMasterHuntandinvite

himoversothatbothofyoucanmeetfirst.Ifhe’swillingtoacceptyouashisdisciple,Icongratulate

you.However,ifhedeclines,Iwon’tattempttoforcehimeither.How’sthat?”askedYoshuaashe

proposedthebestarrangementhecouldthinkof.

“I’llgladlyacceptyourarrangements!Thankyouforyourefforts,MasterZahn!”repliedGeraldwithout

eventhinkingtwiceaboutit.

Afterall,thefactthatYoshua—whomGeraldwasn’tevenwellacquaintedwithyet—waswillingtohelp

wasalreadyapleasantsurprisetohim.Intheend,allthiswasthankstoNori…
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Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeanoldmandonninglongrobesenteredtheZahnfamilymanor.

Withagoldbadgepinnednearhischest,theindividualwasnoneotherthanMasterChaceHunthimself,

aSecond-rankTalismanMasterintheTalismanUnion…

“Ah,you’rehere,Chace!”saidYoshuaashequicklywalkedovertogreettheoldmanwhenhesawhim.

“So,whatexactlydidyouwanttomeetmefor,Yoshua?”askedChacewithoutbeatingaroundthebush.



Withhowcasuallytheyweretalkingtoeachother,itappearedthatbothofthemwereoldfriends.

“Well,I’dliketointroduceyoutosomeonewhohasinterestinlearninghowtocraftsecrettechnique

talismans.Ifiguredthedetailscouldbesortedoutbetterfacetoface,whichiswhyIinvitedyouover!”

repliedYoshuawithasmile.

Slightlystartledwhenheheardthat,Chacethenjoked,“Don’ttellmeyou’retryingtomakeyour

preciousdaughtermydisciple!”

Instantlylaughinginresponse,Yoshuathenreplied,“I’dbeoverjoyedifsheactuallyhadinterestin

talismanmakingatall!However,shehasherownplans.Regardless,he’sthepersonI’dliketointroduce

youto!”

Followingthat,YoshuathenpositionedahandtowardGerald’sdirection.

AsChacestaredatGerald,Yoshuathenadded,“Gerald,thisisMasterChaceHunt,aSecond-rank

TalismanMasterintheTalismanUnion!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldinstantlygreetedChaceinapolitetone,“It’sapleasuretomeetyou,Master

Hunt!IgobyGeraldCrawford,andI’veheardmanytalesofyourgreatachievementsinthe

craftsmanshipofsecrettechniquetalismans!Withthatsaid,Ihopeyou’llacceptmeasyourdiscipleand

teachmethewaysofmakingsecrettechniquetalismans!”

Raisingaslighteyebrowafterhearingthat,ChacethenturnedtolookatYoshuabeforesaying,“I’msure

yourecallthatIdon’tjusttakeanyoneasmydisciple,Yoshua…”

Tobecompletelyhonest,Chacewasn’ttoointerestedintakingGeraldunderhiswing.Now,ifitwas

Noriwhowantedtolearnfromhim,Chacewouldhaveagreedtodosowithoutasecondthought.After

all,shewasYoshua’sdaughter,andhe,forone,wouldcertainlygivefacetoYoshua.



Gerald,however,wasacompletestrangertohim,whichwaswhyChacewasalreadyslightlyreluctantto

accepthim.

“Iremember,however,doknowthatheisn’tanordinaryperson…He’squitetalentedandextremely

strong!He’salsoNori’sbestfriend,so…”mutteredYoshuaashenoddedattheoldman.

“So,you’retellingmetomakeanexceptionandtakehimasmydisciple,right?Hmm…Howaboutthis,

I’llgivehimatest,andifhepassesit,I’llaccepthim.Howdoesthatsound?”suggestedChace.

BeinganoldfriendofYoshua’s,Chaceknewhestillhadtogivehimsomeface.Withthatinmind,he

figuredthattestingGeraldwouldbethefairestwaytodecidethings.

Uponhearingthat,YoshuathenturnedtolookatGeraldtoseehisresponse.

Naturally,Geraldbarelyhesitatedashesaid,“Iagree!AndifIdon’tpassthetest,I,GeraldCrawford,

swearnottobotherMasterHuntanymore!”

Hearingthat,Chacethenwavedhishand,promptingabrushandblanktalismantomanifestbeforeboth

himandGerald.

“Verywell,then!Mytestissimple.IfyoutrulyareastalentedasYoshuasays,thenyou’llbeableto

copymytalisman.Ifyoupass,I’lltakeyouasmydisciple!”explainedChace.

Followingthat,Chaceheldontohisbrushbeforequicklydrawingonhistalisman…
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Afewsecondslater,Chaceloweredhisbrushbeforetossingthetalismanintothesky…Andjustlikethat,

thetalismantransformedintoagoldenphoenixthatthensoaredaway!



“ThistalismaniscalledtheSoaringGoldenPhoenix!”explainedChaceashesignaledforGeraldtobegin.

Gettingthehint,GeraldthenclosedhiseyesbeforecarefullyrecallingeachofChace’spreviousbrush

strokes.

SeeingthatGeraldwasn’twritinganythingafterawhile,Chacethensaid,“Youknow,youcanjustgive

upifyoucan’tdoit!”

‘Giveup…?’Geraldthoughttohimself,feelingslightlyupset.Whendidheeveradmitdefeat?Givingup

justwasn’tinhisdictionary!

Afterafewmoreseconds,Geraldsuddenlyopenedhiseyeswidebeforereachingoutforthebrushand

beginningtodrawatalismansimilartoChace’s.Withhowfluidhismovementswere,italmostfeltlike

Geraldwasguidingwaterdownariverashedrew.

Itwassofluid,infact,thatChacefoundhisinitialdisdainquicklychangingintosurprise.Hecouldn’thelp

butadmitthatGeraldwasactuallyquitetalentedinthecraftingofsecrettechniquetalismans…

Whatmore,Geraldhadmanagedtomemorizethestrokesandpatternsofthetalismaninsuchashort

amountoftime!Naturally,Geraldwasn’tabletodrawthetalismanasfastasChacecouldsincethiswas

hisfirsttimedoingthis.Evenso,hisperformancewasstillbeyondsatisfactoryforChace.

Afteraroundtenseconds,ChacesawthatGeraldhadmanagedtomakeanexactcopyofhistalisman!

Followingthat,everyonewatchedasGeraldtossedthetalismanintotheair…andacrispshriekofa

phoenixfollowed!

Asplitsecondlater,agoldenphoenixmaterializedandbeganencirclingeveryoneintheair…Withsuch

majesticwings,thesoaringphoenixlookedtrulymarveling…



Regardless,Geraldhadsucceeded!

Clappinghishands,Chacehadabrightandsatisfiedsmileonhisfaceashesaid,“Notbad!Yoshuareally

wasn’tkiddingwhenhesaidyouweretalented!Fine,then!I’llbetakingyouasmydiscipleaswe

agreed!”

Hearingthat,GeraldinstantlythankedChaceinarespectfultone,“Iappreciatethecompliments,

Master!”

EvenNoriandYoshuawerepleasedtoseethis.NoriinparticularwasespeciallyhappyforGerald.She

trulyhadn’texpectedGeraldtobeabletoreplicateMasterHunt’stalismansoperfectly!

“SinceI’venowtakenyouundermywing,therearetwostrictrulesyouneedtoabideby!”saidChace

withasuddensternexpressiononhisface.

“Dostatethem,Master!I’llobeyanythingyousay!”

“Nicelysaid!Firstofall,youmustuseanyofthesecrettechniquetalismanswithinJaellatra.Secondly,

youmustneverteachothershowtomakethetalismans!”saidChace.

BothruleswerethecommandmentsoftheTalismanUnion,andnobodywasallowedtobreakthem.

Oncebroken,therulebreakerwouldinstantlybeexpelledfromtheunionandlosetheirstatusasa

member!

ThoughGeraldeasilymemorizedtherules,hefoundthefirstruletobeslightlyconfusing.

Hemustn’tuseanyofthesecrettechniquetalismanswithinJaellatra?Didthatmeanhecouldstilluse

thembackonearth…?



Regardless,aftertellinghimtherules,Chacethensaid,“Right,then.I’llnowbringyoutotheTalisman

Unionforregistration.Afterthat’sdone,you’llbeanofficialmemberoftheunionandmychief

disciple!”

AsGeraldandChacelefttheZahnfamilymanortoheadtotheTalismanUnion,Chacemadesuretotell

Geraldthattheprocessofmakingtalismanswasn’teasy.HealsotookthetimetotellGeraldthatthe

TalismanUnionwasextremelyprestigiouswithinJaellatra.Withthatinmind,thosewhowerepartof

theunionhadstatusescomparabletothoseofnobilitywithinJaellatra.
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OncetheyarrivedattheTalismanUnion,ChacebroughtGeraldintothemainhall.

AmanwearingthesameoutfitasChacecametogreetthem,andayoungmanwasaccompanyinghim.

“MasterHunt,itlookslikeyouhavefinallygottenyourselfadisciple!”

ThemangreetedChacewithabrightsmile.

“MasterGriffin,whereareyougoing?”

HisnamewasLlyodGriffin.LikeChace,hewasalsoaTwo-rankTalismanMasterintheTalismanUnion.

So,itcouldbesaidthattheywerefellowbrothers.

However,LloydstartedtakingdisciplesmuchearlierthanChace.

“Haha,MasterGriffin,whereareyougoing?”

ChacesmiledsubtlyandrepliedtoLlyod.



“MasterGriffin,mydisciplehasproducedamiddle-qualitytalisman.I’mbringinghimtomeettheGreat

MastertoaskhimtogranthimthetitleofaOne-rankTalismanScribe!”

LloydtoldChaceratherproudly.

ThehierarchicalstructureoftheTalismanUnionwasdividedintofourlevels,whichwere,fromthe

bottomtothetop,TalismanScribe,TalismanScholar,TalismanMaster,andTalismanGreatMaster.

OnlywhenthedisciplewasacknowledgedbyhistutorwouldhebeabletoreceivethetitleofaTalisman

Scribe.Aftergettingthetitle,itwouldmeanthathehadgarneredhimselfaplaceintheTalismanUnion.

Itwasasymbolofhisidentity.

ThiswaswhyLlyodGriffinwassoexcited.

Forsolong,Lloydhadalreadystartedtakingdisciples,butChacehadn’tbeenabletofindacandidatehe

liked.Sonaturally,hehadbeenlaggingbehindalittle.

Now,Lloyd’sdisciplewasgettingthetitleofaOne-rankTalismanScribe,butChacewasjustgetting

himselfadisciple.ThissomehowmadeLlyodlookdownonChace,thinkingthatChacewasveryfar

behindhimalready.

“Then,Ishallcongratulateyou,MasterGriffin.However,mydiscipleisalsogettingthetitleofOne-rank

TalismanScribesoon!”

Chace,notwantingtolose,repliedtoGriffinconfidentlyashewasveryconfidentinGerald.

InChace’sopinion,GeraldwasfarmoretalentedthanLlyod’sdisciple,andhewasdefinitelygoingto

surpasshim.



“Great!Ishallwaitforthat.Whenthetimecomes,wecanhaveamatchtoseewhosediscipleismore

powerful!”

LlyodchallengedChaceinadvance.

“Whynot?”

Chaceacceptedthechallengeimmediatelywithoutfear.

Afterthat,Llyodleftwithhisdisciple.

AfterLlyodhadleft,GeraldlookedatChacewithacuriousface.Heasked,“Master,whyareyouso

confidentinme?”

Chacelaughedheartilyandexplained,“BecauseIknowyoucandoit.Youareverytalented.Youwill

definitelybecomeaverypowerfulTalismanMaster!”

Hearinghispraise,Geraldfeltalittleembarrassed.

Hehadn’tevenstartedlearning,butChacewasalreadyhavingsomuchexpectationandconfidencein

him.Therefore,hehadtoworkveryhardandnotletChacedown.Otherwise,hewouldmakeChace

losefaceintheTalismanUnion.HehadtosurpassLlyod’sdisciple!

Later,ChacehelpedGeraldwiththeregistrationtojointheTalismanUnionandgothismembership

badge.Then,ChacepinneditonGerald’schesthimself.
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Lookingattheshinybadge,Geraldwasoverwhelmed.

HehadfinallybecomeamemberoftheTalismanUnionaswellasadiscipleofMasterChaceHunt.Now,

hecouldlearnhowtomakesecrettechniquetalismans.

“Gerald,youwillbestayingwithmeforthesefewdays.I’llteachyousomebasicknowledgeabout

secrettechniquetalismansandthewaysofdrawingthestrokes.Althoughyouareverytalented,there

arethingsthatyoustillneedtolearntomastertheskills.Talentisaninbornadvantage,butyoustill

needtolearnalotofthings.Don’tbetooproud,understand?”

MasterHuntlookedatGeraldandadvisedhimsincerely.

“Yes,MasterHunt.Iunderstand.Iwilldoasyousayandworkhardinlearninghowtomakethesecret

techniquetalismans.Iwillnotembarrassyou!”

GeraldlookedatChacewithgreatdeterminationandnodded.

MasterHunthadsuchhighexpectationsforhim,ofcoursehewouldnotlethimdown.

Havingsaidthat,ChacebroughtGeraldtohisresidence,andtheystartedthejourneyofteachingand

learningrightaway.

Timepassedquickly.Afewdayshadalreadypassed.

DuringGerald’sstayinChace’shouse,Noricametovisitafewtimes,butshemerelycametoseehow

Geraldwascoping.

Today,Geraldwaspracticingaloneinthegarden.



Afterlearningforafewdays,Geraldhadfullygraspedthebasicsofthemakingofthesecrettechnique

talismansaswellasthestrokepatterns.

ChacewasverysatisfiedwithGerald’sperformance.Hewassurethathehadnotchosenthewrong

person.Gerald’stalentwasextremelyhigh.Injustafewdays,hewasalreadyabletoproduceamiddle-

qualitytalismaneasily.Moreover,thosetalismanswereofhighgradeinthatcategory,andChacefound

itrathersurprising.

Thinkingabouthisdaysbackthen,hedidnothaveGerald’stalentwhenhewaslearninghowtomake

talismans.So,hewasonlyabletomakemiddle-grademiddle-qualitytalismans.

Asthesayingwent,talentworks,geniuscreates.

Geraldwasthegenius.Withjustalittleguidance,hewasabletograspitimmediatelyandthencreate

surprisinglyamazingthings.

Atthemoment,Geraldwasdrawingonthetalismaninfrontofhimswiftly.Itwasagoldendragon.

Geraldhadseenthisgoldendragonpatterninanoldbook.Hereckoneditwasmysteriousand

challenging,sohedecidedtogiveitatry.

ThatoldbookhadbeengiventohimbyChaceforhislearning.Apartfromthosepatternsthatwere

usedtomakeperfectqualitytalismans,Geraldhadbasicallylearntalltheotherpatterns.Thisgolden

dragonwasoneofthepatternsusedinperfectqualitytalismans.

Geraldhadlongheardthattheperfectqualitytalismanswereverydifficulttobeproducedasthey

requiredskillsandthestrokeswereextremelydetailedandunusual.Hence,nobodywasableto

produceaperfectqualitytalismanuntilnow.

However,Geralddidnotwanttobuyit.Hethoughtthattherewasnothinginsurmountableinthisworld.

Theonlyproblemwasthatthewaytodosohadnotbeendiscoveredyet.



Ding!

Attheendofhisfirstexperiment,Geraldthrewthetalismaninhishandintothesky.

Thetalismanimmediatelyturnedintoagoldenrayanddisappeared.

Thefirsttrialwasafailure!

“No.Itmustbethewrongstrokes.Iwanttokeeptrying!”

Geralddidnotgiveupandstartedhisanalysis.Then,hestarteddrawingagain.

Afewminuteslater,afterhehadfinishedhisdrawing,hethrewthetalismanintotheskyforthesecond

time.

Again,thetalismanturnedintoagoldenrayanddisappeared.Butthistime,theraywasbrighterwitha

hintofsilver.Itseemedhehadimprovedabit.

Seeingthis,Gerald’sconfidenceheightened.Hefeltthathewasimproving.Soifhekeptonworkinghe

wouldeventuallysucceed.Thinkingofthis,Geraldstartedhisthirdtrial.
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Onhisthirdattempt,Geraldchangedthewayhedidthestrokes.

Honestlyspeaking,thisgoldendragonpatternwasunusual.Startingthestrokesatdifferentspotswould

bringaboutdifferentoutcomes.Onlywhenhefoundtherightspottostartthestrokeswouldhebeable

toproducetheperfectqualitytalisman.



Afewminuteslater,Geraldhadfinishedthedrawingforthethirdtime.

Thistime,hehadimprovedalot.

Althoughhewasn’tabletoproduceaperfectqualitytalisman,hehadsuccessfullyproducedarare

qualitytalisman.

AshinysilverdragonsurroundedbygoldenlightgushedoutfromthetalismanandcircledGerald.

“Gerald,how’syourpractice?”

Justthen,Chacecamebackfromwork.,andhewalkedintothegardenasheaskedGerald.

Thenextsecond,Chaceopenedhiseyeswide,andhisfacechangeddrastically.Heputonasurprised

lookonhisface.

“Ararequalitytalisman!”

Chacestrodeforwardandshoutedashelookedatthesilverdragon.

Justashesaidthat,thesilverdragondisappearedbeforeGerald.Thetalismanhadexpired.

Everytalismancouldonlylastforafewtensofseconds,oneortwominutesatmost.Oncethetimewas

up,theeffectofthetalismanwouldbegone.

“This…Gerald,didyoumakethis?!”



Afterquiteawhile,whenChacewasfinallyabletoreact,heaskedGerald.

Geraldnoddedgentlyandsaid,“Yes,Master.Imadethis!”

“Howdidyoumanagetoproduceararequalitytalisman?!Doyoualreadyknowthestrokesusedfor

makingrarequalitytalismans?”

ChaceaskedGeraldinconfusion.

Itwasimpossibleforanovicetolearnthestrokesformakingrarequalitytalismansinsuchashorttime,

letaloneproduceone.Hehadtolearnitstepbystepinordertoreachthisstage.

Yetnow,Geraldhadalreadyproducedararequalitytalismansuccessfully.Itwassimplymind-blowing.

“Master,Iwasjustpracticingherebymyself.IkeptchangingthewayIdidthestrokes,andthenI

succeeded!”

GeraldexplainedtoChacecalmly.

Chacelookedatthewastedtalismanpapersonthefloor.HeknewGeraldwasnottalkingbig.Thiswas

theresultofhishardworkandpractice.

“ComewithmetotheGreatMasterHall.IwilltakeyoutomeettheTalismanGreatMaster!”

ChacecouldnolongerbearitandgrabbedGerald’sarmashespoke.Thetutoranddiscipleleftthe

housequicklyandheadedtowardtheGreatMasterHall.



TheGreatMasterHallwastheresidenceofthechairmanoftheTalismanUnion,theTalismanGreat

MasteroftheTalismanHall,ChadrickGibson.

ChacehadtoreportsuchshockingnewstotheTalismanGreatMaster,ChadrickGibson,andlethim

grantGeraldthetitleofOne-rankTalismanScribe.

Soonafter,ChacehadalreadyarrivedattheGreatMasterHallwithGerald.

Coincidently,theymetLlyodandhisdisciple,NolanJacobs,atthedoor.

“Yo,MasterHunt.AreyoulookingforTalismanGreatMaster,too?”

SeeingChace’sarrival,Lloydsneered.

“MasterGriffin,whyareyouhereaswell?Didn’tyourdisciplealreadygetthetitleofaOne-rank

TalismanScribe?”

Chaceaskedcalmly.Hewonderedwhyhekeptbumpingintothismanwhereverhewent.
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ChacewouldhaveaheadacheeverytimehemetwithLlyodbecausethisfellowalwayslikedtoannoy

him,andhewouldoccasionallymockhim.Conversely,hewouldbragabouthimself.Thatwasjustso

annoying.

“TheTalismanGreatMasterhasgoneintoseclusionsinceafewdaysago.That’swhymydisciplehasn’t

gottenhistitleyet.Iheardhewascomingouttoday,soIquicklycametoseehim.MasterHunt,areyou

bringingyourdiscipletogetatitleaswell?”



LloydexplainedtoChacebeforeheaskedsuspiciously.

“That’sright!Mydiscipleisverytalented.Heimprovesveryquickly,soIbroughthimheretogethis

title!”

Chaserepliedwithhighconfidence.

Lloydwasalittletakenabackwhenheheardhim.HeknewthatChacehadjustacceptedadiscipleafew

daysago,butnow,thedisciplewasalreadygoingtogetatitle.Thiswasalittletoofastinhisopinionas

hisdisciplehadspentalmosttwomonthslearningbeforehewasqualifiedtogetatitle.

“MasterHunt,gettingatitleisnotatrivialmatter.Youcannotjokearoundwithit.Areyousureyour

discipleisqualifiedforthatalready?”

Lloydremindedhim,lookingatChaceindisbelief.

Ofcourse,ChaceknewwhatLlyodmeant.Lloydclearlydidnotbelievewhathehadsaid.

‘Areyoukiddingme?Geraldhassuccessfullyproducedararequalitytalisman,anditisworth

mentioningthathediditwithoutanyguidance.Helearneditallbyhimself!Withsuchtalentandability,

howcouldhenotbequalified?’

Butofcourse,ChacewouldnottellhimthetruthaboutGerald.

“Haha!OfcourseIknowthat.Still,Ibelievethatmydisciplewillnotdisappointme!”

ChacechuckledandrepliedtoLlyod.



Afterlisteningtohisreply,Lloydsneeredsilentlyinhismind.HewantedtoseehowChaceembarrassed

himselflater.Hewouldn’tbelievethatChace’sdisciplecouldhavesucceededinmakingatalismanin

suchashorttime.

Afterawhile,thedooroftheGreatMasterHallopened.ChaceandLlyodquicklybroughttheir

respectivedisciplesintothehall.

Anoldmanwearingagoldensilkdragonrobewasseatedinthehall.HewastheTalismanGreatMaster

oftheTalismanHall,ChadrickGibson.

“Chace,Lloyd,whyareyouhere?”

Seeingthem,Chadrickaskedslowly.

“GreatMaster,IbroughtmydiscipletoreporttoyouabouthissuccessandtogetthetitleofOne-rank

TalismanScribeforhim!”

WithoutwaitingforChacetoopenhismouth,LloydgrabbedthechancetospeaktoChadrickfirst.

“Oh?Whatkindoftalismanhasyourdisciplemanagedtoproduce?”Chadrickaskedagain.

TogettherankofaTalismanScribe,onemustgetrecognitionfromtheTalismanGreatMasterfirst.

“GreatMaster,mydisciple,NolanJacobs,isabletoproducehigh-grademiddle-qualitysecrettechnique

talisman!”Lloydrepliedimmediately,hisfacefullofunconcealablepride.

“Hmm.High-grademiddle-qualitytalisman.Notbad.Heisindeedtalented.Alright,Iagreetograntyour

disciplethetitleofaOne-rankTalismanScribe.Youcangotothehallnowandproceedwiththe

registration.”



Uponhearingthat,Chadricknoddedinsatisfactionandsaid.

Franklyspeaking,aOne-rankTalismanScribewasonlyabletoproduceahigh-grademiddle-quality

talismanatmost.

“Thankyou,GreatMaster!”

Lloydandhisdisciple,Nolan,immediatelythankedtheTalismanGreatMaster.

“Chace,whataboutyou?Areyouheretogetatitleforyourdiscipleaswell?”

ChadrickthenlookedatChaceandasked.

“Yes,GreatMaster.MydiscipleiscalledGeraldCrawford.Heisalreadyabletoproduceahigh-quality

secrettechniquetalisman!”

ChacetoldChadrickrightaway.
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Hearingthis,Lloydandhisdisciple,whowasleaving,stoppedintheirtracks.

LloydturnedaroundquicklyandstaredatChaceingreatdisbelief.

“Whatareyousaying?Yourdisciplecanproduceahighqualitytalisman?!”Lloydaskedsuspiciously.He

didnotbelieveinChace’swords.

Fromwhatheknew,Chace’sdisciplehadonlystudiedforafewdays.Howcoulditbepossiblethathe



wasabletoproduceahighqualitysecrettechniquetalisman?Infact,hisdisciplewasonlyableto

produceamiddle-qualitytalismanafterstudyingforalmosttwomonths.

Nevertheless,justbecausehisdisciplecouldn’tdoit,itdidn’tmeanthatGeraldcouldn’tdoiteither.

“Chace,howlonghasyourdisciplebeenfollowingyou?”Chadrickasked.

“Fivedays,GreatMaster.”

Chaceansweredhonestly.

“Impossible!”

“GreatMaster,thisisabsolutelyimpossible.Chacemustbelyingtoyou.Howisitpossiblethathis

disciplecanproduceahighqualitytalismanafterlearningforjustfivedays?!”

BeforeChadrickcouldsayanything,LloydwasalreadyshoutingangrilyatChadrick.Hedidnotbelieveit

atall.

Chacecouldn’thelpbutfrown.Hisfacedarkened,andheturnedtoLloyd.

“MasterGriffin,justbecauseyourdisciplecannotdoit,itdoesn’tmeanthatmydisciplecannotdoittoo.

Itoldyoubeforethatmydiscipleisverytalented!”

Lloyd’sdoubtofGeraldwassimilartodoubtinghisownability,soChacewouldnotjustletLloydcriticize

Gerald.



Besides,Geraldindeedhadtheabilitytodoso.Hehadwitnessedithimself.Otherwise,hewouldn’t

havecometoseetheTalismanGreatMaster.Washethatfree?

“Lloyd,bequiet!”

Chadrick’sfacedarkened,andheorderedLloydsternly.

Lloyddidnotdaretomakeasoundanymore,andhequieteddownimmediately,shuttinghismouth

tightly.

“Chace,areyouawareoftheconsequencesthatyouwillhavetofaceifyouarelying?”

ChadrickthenremindedChace.Thiswasnolaughingmatter,sohehopedthatChacewouldthinkabout

itbeforemakingadecision.Itwasstillnottoolateforhimtotakebackhiswords.

“GreatMaster,I,ChaceHunt,wouldneverlie.Mydisciplecertainlyhasthetalent!”

ChacerepliedfirmlytoChadrick.

“Well,sincethat’sthecase,Ishalltesthimmyself.Ifhetrulyiswhatyouclaimhimtobe,Ishallgrant

himthetitleofaOne-rankTalismanMaster!”

ChadrickproposedtoChaceafterhearingwhathehadsaid.

ChaceturnedaroundandlookedatGerald,whowasstandingbehindhim.

Geraldwascalm,notnervousatall.



“Gerald,areyouready?”askedChace.

Geraldnodded,indicatinghisagreementtothetest.

SeeingGeraldagreetothetest,Chacewasreassured.HeknewGeraldwouldbeabletodoit.

Then,Chace,Lloyd,andNolanstoodaside,andChadrickpreparedabrushandtalismanpaperforGerald.

HeputtheminfrontofGerald.

“Mytestisverysimple.Ifyoucanproduceahighqualitytalismanonthespot,youwillpassthetest!If

youfail,itwillmeanthatyourtutorisbluffing,andhewillbeexpelledfromtheTalismanUnion.Youwill

bothloseyourmembershipsoftheTalismanUnion!”

Chadrickexplainedtherulesofthetestbrieflyandremindedhimabouttheconsequences.

“Iunderstand,GreatMaster.Ishallproveittoyou!”

Geraldagreedtoitwithoutasecondthought.

Chapter1635

“Alright,let’sbegin!”

Chadricknoddedandsignaledforhimtostart.

Oncehehadsaidthat,Geraldquicklytookthebrushandstarteddrawingonthetalismanpaper.



Geralddrewthepatternsfromhismemory.HehaddecidedtogiveahardslaptothefacesofLloydand

Nolansothathecouldmakehistutorproud.

Therefore,Geralddidnotplantoproduceahighqualitysecrettechniquetalisman.Infact,heplanned

toproduceahigherqualityone,thatwas,ararequalitysecrettechniquetalisman,whichwasnone

otherthanthegoldendragontalismanthathehadsucceededindoingtoday.

However,therewasoneconcernhehad.Hehadonlysucceededindrawingthegoldendragontalisman

afterpracticingafewtimes.Hewasn’tsureifhewouldbesuccessfulthistime.

So,Geraldknewthathehadtotakeachance.

Honestlyspeaking,producingahigh-qualitysecrettechniquetalismanwasnotaproblematalltoGerald.

Hecoulddrawthepatternseasily.However,heknewhecouldnotprovehisabilitytooeasily.Sincehe

wantedtoprovehisability,hehadtoamazethem.

Afewminuteslater,Geraldfinisheddrawingthetalismanandthrewitintothesky.

Thetalismanturnedintoagoldenrayanddisappeared.

Itwasafailure!

Seeingthis,Chacewasdumbfounded.

Chadrickcockedhiseyebrows,hisfacedarkening,andLloyddidn’twastethechancetoworsenthe

situation.

“JustasIhavetoldyouearlier,GreatMaster.Chaceandhisdisciplewerebluffing!”Lloydshoutedat

Chadrick.



Geraldlookedverygrave.HeknewwhatconsequenceshewouldbringtoChaceifhefailed.

“GreatMaster,Iwastoonervousandaccidentallymadeamistake.Pleasegivemeonemorechance!”

Geraldbegged.

“Ifyoucan’tdoit,youjustcan’t,evenifyouaregivenasecondchance.GreatMaster,youmustpunish

Chaceandhisdiscipleseverely!”

WhenLloydheardit,hebarkedatGeraldangrilyandsuggestedthistoChadrick.

Chadrickfellintodeepthought.Intruth,hehadsomehowguessedwhatGeraldwasdrawingonthe

talismanpaperbasedonhisstrokesandthepattern,andhehadthoughtthatthegoldenraywas

unusual.

“Okay,Iwillgiveyouonemorechance!”

Afterquitesometime,ChadrickagreedtogiveGeraldanotherchance.

GeraldandChaceweredelightedwhentheyheardthat.Ontheotherhand,Lloydwasveryirritatedand

wonderedwhyChadrickwouldmakesuchadecision.

Geraldstarteddrawingatalismanforthesecondtime.

Thistime,heknewhehadtosucceed,orhewouldbedonefor.



Geraldclosedhiseyestightly.Hewasnotinarushtostartdrawing,buthewassearchinginhismindon

howhehaddrawnthepatternthismorning.

“Justforgetitifyoucan’tdoit.Don’twastetimeanymore!”

SeeingGeraldhesitatetomovehisbrush,Lloydsneeredathimagain.

Geraldopenedhiseyeswidesuddenlyandstarteddrawingonthetalismanpaperlikethewind.

EverystrokeGeralddrewonthetalismanpaperlookedverystrange.

Meanwhile,Chadrick,whowaswatchingthewayGeralddidhisstrokesfromabove,wasshockedat

whathewasseeing.

“Thisis…”

Chadrickcouldn’thelpbutfeelthatthestrokesandpatternsGeraldwasdrawingseemedveryfamiliar.

Thenextsecond,Geraldfinisheddrawingthetalisman.Themomentheputdownhisbrush,hethrew

thetalismanintotheair.

Abrilliantgoldenrayemanatedfromthetalisman,instantlyilluminatingthewholeGreatMasterHall,

andagoldendragonsurgedoutfromthegoldenlightandsurroundedGerald.
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“Atalismanofperfectquality!”

Chaceexclaimedingreatsurprisewhenhesawthis.



Thegoldenlightwasshiningbrightlywiththepurpleqidriftingfromtheeast,andthewhitemist

surroundedthem.Itwasamagnificentscene.

That’sright.Geraldhadactuallyproducedaperfectqualitysecrettechniquetalisman!

“This.Howcouldthisbepossible?!”

Lloyd,whowasstandingontheside,couldnotbelievewhathewasseeing.Heshoutedwithhiseyes

wideopen.

Althoughhedidnotbelieveit,itdidnotchangethefactthatitwasrightbeforehiseyes.

Atthesametime,Chadrickwasequallyflabbergasted.Hedidn’texpectthatGeraldwouldactually

produceaperfectqualitysecrettechniquetalismanasheknewperfectlywellthatevenhehimselfwas

unabletodoso.

“You.Howdidyoudoit?”

ChadrickaskedGeraldimmediately.

“GreatMaster,Ijustkeptpracticingandexploring.BeforeIcamehere,Ihadalreadyproducedarare-

qualitytalismansuccessfully!”Geraldansweredrightaway.

Hearinghisanswer,Chadricknoddedinsatisfaction.

“Chace,yourdiscipleisindeedextremelytalented.Fromnowon,hewillbeaOne-rankTalismanMaster

intheTalismanHall!”



Then,hepraisedChaceandgrantedGeraldthetitle.

AOne-rankTalismanMaster.ThismeantthatGeraldwasnowenjoyingthesamestatusasatutor,and

thishonorablestatuswasveryprecious.WhenhereceivedthetitleasaOne-rankTalismanMasterfrom

theTalismanHall,itwouldalsomeanthathisstatuswouldbeveryhighinthewholeofJaellatra.

“GreatMaster,you…”

Lloydwasnaturallythefirstpersonwhowasunwillingtoacceptthis.HeapproachedChadrick

immediatelyasifwantingtosaysomething.

ChadrickknewwhatwasgoingthroughLlyod’smind.Withoutwaitingforhimtosayanything,he

stoppedhimfirst.“Lloyd,Iknowwhatyouwanttosay,butthismatterissettled.Alright,offyougonow.

Istillhavethingstodo!”

Lloydfelthelpless,buthecouldonlyswallowhisangerandleavewithhisdisciple.

AsforChaceandGerald,thetutorandthedisciplewereoverjoyed,thinkingthatLloydwasshooting

himselfinthefoot.

AfterleavingtheTalismanHall,ChacesmiledatGeraldandpraisedhim.“Gerald,youarenowatutorin

theTalismanHall!Yourfuturedependsonyourselfnow.”

“Master,eventhoughIhavebecomeatutor,youarestillmyteacher!”

GeraldlookedatChacewithanunwaveringgazeashespoke.



Asthesayingwent,onceateacher,alwaysateacher.

Ifitwasn’tforChacebeingwillingtoaccepthimashisdisciple,howcouldhehaveachievedsuchan

accomplishment?

HearingGerald’swords,Chacefeltwarminhisheart.Hehadindeedchosentherightdisciple.

Verysoon,ChacebroughtGeraldtoreporttotheTalismanHalltoretrievethebadgeofaOne-rank

TalismanMaster.GeraldhadindeedbecomeatutorintheTalismanHall!

Onceeverythinghadbeensettled,GeraldwenttotheresidenceoftheZahnfamily.

Geraldhadn’tseenNorisincethelasttimeshehadcome,sohewonderedwhatshehadbeendoing

overthesefewdays.

Now,GeraldwasalreadyafamiliarguestoftheZahnfamily,sonoonewouldstophimfromentering

andleavinganymore.

Whenhereachedthehall,hesawYoshuatalkingtohisbutler.

“MasterZahn!”

GeraldenteredthelobbyandgreetedYoshuapolitely.

“Gerald,youarehere.Quick,comeandhaveaseat.How’reyourstudiesatMasterHunt’splace?”

WhenYoshuasawGerald,hisfacelitup,andheaskedGeraldwithconcernimmediately.
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“Wow,thisisthebadgeofaOne-rankTalismanMaster.So,youhavebecomeatutor?”

BeforeGeraldcouldevenreply,YoshuahadalreadynoticedtheOne-rankTalismanMasteronhischest

andcheeredinsurprise.

YoshuacouldeasilyrecognizethebadgebecauseChaceHunthadaTwo-rankTalismanMasterbadge.

“Yes,MasterZahn.However,Imustthankyoualotforthis.Itwasyouwhogavemesuchagood

opportunitytobecomethediscipleofMasterHuntandgettowhereIamtoday!”

Geraldwasanappreciativeperson.ItwasonlynaturalthathewouldbegratefultoYoshua.

“Ha!Ha!”

“It’snotabigdealatall.It’stheresultofyourhardwork!”

YoshuawavedhishandatGeraldashelaughed.

SeeingGeraldsuccessfulmadeYoshuahappy.Atleastitmadehimfeelthathehadnothelpedthe

wrongperson.

“Ohright,MasterZahn.Whydon’tIseeNorianywhere?”

GeraldthenaskedYoshuainconfusion.

NorihadalwaysstayedbyYoshua’sside.However,shewasnotwithhimtoday,whichmadeGeraldfeel



verystrange.

“Nowthatyou’vementionedNori,she’sbeenoutthesefewdays,sayingthatshewasgoingtojoinan

expeditiontotheholymountaintosearchforathousand-year-oldpanaxginseng.

YoshuaansweredGerald’squery.

“Athousand-year-oldpanaxginseng?Whatisthat?”

Geraldwasconfused.

“It’sanancientherbthatonlygrowsonceeveryonethousandyears.It’smorepreciousthanginseng!”

Yoshuaexplained.

ThistriggeredGerald’scuriosity.Butwhyhadn’tNoritoldhimaboutthis?Moreover,whywasshe

interestedinthisancientherb?Therehadtobesomeunknownsecretsinthismatter.

“Master!Master!”

Rightatthatmoment,aservantcamerunningfromthedoorhurriedlyasheshoutedforYoshua

anxiously.

“Whathappened?Whyareyousoanxious?”

Yoshuafrownedandasked.

“Theyounglady…It’saboutYoungLadyandtherest!Theymetwithanaccidentintheholymountain!I



justheardthattherewasanavalancheintheholymountainrecently,andalotofsnowfelldownthe

mountainside.Thesituationisveryworrying!”

TheservantquicklytoldYoshuathenewshehadjustreceived.

Yoshuawasstunnedafterhearingthenews.

“You…Youcan’tpossiblybejokingaroundwiththismatter?!”

Yoshuaquestionedhimindisbelief.Hisdaughterhadleftjusttwodaysago,andnow,hewasalready

receivingsuchhorriblenews.Itwastrulyhardforhimtoacceptit.

Justashesaidthat,agroupofarmoredmenenteredthroughthedoor.

Thesemencrowdedintothehousequickly.Amongthem,therewasaleader,andhewaswearinga

blackmilitaryuniform.

“Hello,MasterZahn.I’mthecaptainofthearmyofJaellatra,PatrickWang.I’mheretodayregardingthe

matteroftheyoungladyofyourfamilyandherexpeditionteamintheholymountain!”

PatrickstoodbeforeYoshuaandtoldhimwithaseriousface.

Now,Yoshuaknewthatitwasnotfakenews,butsomethinghadtrulyhappenedtothem.

Yoshua’slegsgaveout.Luckily,hisbutlerandservant,whowerestandingbehindhim,quicklysupported

himandpreventedhimfromfalling.



Ontheotherhand,Geraldwasalsoveryworried.Heturnedaroundandleftthehouseimmediately.He

knewhehadtogototheholymountainandsaveNorihimself.

OncehehadlefttheresidenceoftheZahnfamily,GeraldheadedtothemaincityofEarthCapital.He

hadtobuysomesuppliesandequipmentbeforeheadingtotheholymountain.Otherwise,goingthere

aloneunpreparedwasnodifferentthanaskingforhisowndeath.
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Afterpreparingforalmosttwohours,Geraldwasfullyequipped.

HereturnedtotheresidenceoftheZahnfamilyonceagain,andhesawYoshuaandPatrick,whowere

justabouttoleaveforthearmycampnearesttotheholymountain.

SeeingGeraldcomebackmadeYoshuaverysurprised.

HehadpreviouslythoughtthatGeralddidnotwanttobotheraboutthismatter.Butnow,seeingthathe

wasfullyequipped,heknewthatthelatterhadgonetomakepreparationsjustnow.

“MasterZahn,IhopeIcangosaveNoriaswell!”

GeraldlookedatYoshuaandsaidrighteously.

AlthoughGeraldandNoriwerenotromanticallyinvolvedwitheachother,hesawNoriashisbestfriend.

NowthatNoriwasinaverydangeroussituation,Geraldcouldnotjustsitstill.Hehadtogoandsaveher.

“Gerald.”



“MasterZahn,Noriismybestfriend.Icannotjustleaveheralone!”

Yoshuawantedtosaysomething,butGeraldinterruptedimmediately.

HearingGerald’swords,Yoshuafeltwarmthinhisheart,thinkingthathisdaughterhadmadeagood

friend.

SinceGeraldhadtheintentiontodoso,hewouldnaturallychoosetosayyes.

“CaptainWang,canhejointherescuemission?”

YoshuathenlookedatPatrick,whowasstandingbesidehim,andrequested.

PatrickglancedatGerald.Afterhesitatingforafewseconds,henodded.“Yes,hecan!”

“Thankyouverymuch,CaptainWang!”

GeraldthankedPatrickaswell.HehadinitiallythoughtthatPatrickwouldnotagreetoit,butnow,it

lookedlikeitwasn’tthecase.

Soon,theyarrivedatthetemporarycampafewmilesawayfromtheholymountain.

Sincetheweatherandconditionoftheholymountainwereveryharshrightnow,therescueteamwas

notabletogetclosetoit.Forthesakeofsafety,theycouldonlybuildatemporarycampafewmiles

awayfromthemountain.

Whentheyarrivedatthecamp,agroupofmenwasalreadygatheringaroundatable,discussingthe



rescueplan.

“Come,letmeintroduceyou.Heisapolarexpeditionexpert,QuestLeane.Thisisamedicalexpert,

KalebWallor.Andthisisageologist,MalcolmLaige.”

OncePatrickwalkedintothecamp,heintroducedthethreewhowerealreadytheretoGerald.

“ThisisGeraldCrawford.Hewillbeoneofthemembersoftherescueteamthistime!”

Geraldgreetedthembriefly.

“What’syourexpertise,BrotherCrawford?Thetriptotheholymountainthistimeisnotasimpleone!”

QuestaskedGeraldrightaway.

“Idon’tknowanything!”

Geraldrepliedcalmly.

Hearingthis,thethreeimmediatelycockedtheireyebrowsandputonadispleasedlookontheirfaces.

“BrotherCrawford,ifyouknownothing,Ithinkyoushouldnotjointherescuemissionthistime.We

don’thavetheextraenergytotakecareofyou!”

QuestproposedtoGeraldwithadisapprovingtone.



Themembersoftherescueteamweremostlyexpertsinsomeareas,sotheycertainlydidnotwant

someonewhoknewnothingtojointhem.

Hearingthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrown.Hedidn’texpectthatthesepeoplewouldlookdownupon

him.

“Don’tworry.Idon’tneedyourcarenoryourhelp.Youshouldbettertakecareofyourselves!”

Notwantingtobeoutdone,Geraldrefuted.

Afterthat,Geraldturnedaroundandwalkedoutofthetent.Hewalkedtoanopenspaceandsatdown,

packingandcheckinghisequipment.

QuestandtherestdidnotwanttobotheraboutGerald.ItwasforthebestthatGeraldhadsaidthat,so

theydidnotneedtocareaboutGerald’slifeordeath.
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Theholymountainwasafewthousandmetersabovesealevel.Thehigherupthemountain,thelower

thetemperatureandatmosphericpressurewouldbe.Moreover,theconditiononthemountainwas

veryharshnow.Thewindwasfierce,andthesnowwasheavy.Itwasverydangerous.

Hence,itcouldbesaidthattherescuemissiontotheholymountainthistimewasveryrisky.

“Everyone,sincetherewillbeaForce6windaswellasasnowstormtonight,wehavedecidedtosetthe

departuretimeatseveno’clocktomorrowmorning.Ihopethateveryonecanrestwelltonightto

conserveyourenergy!”

Soon,PatrickcameandinformedGeraldandtherest.

Tonightwasgoingtobeasleeplessnight.



Asthenightwasgettingold,Geraldleanedonhisbackpackaloneandclosedhiseyesforashortrest.

Justthen,heheardsomething.

GeraldopenedhiseyesimmediatelyandlookedinthedirectionofthecampQuestandtheothertwo

werestaying.Hesawtwofiguressneakingoutofthetent,andtheywereactingverycautiously.

Throughthedarkness,Geraldcouldseethefacesofthesetwomen.

TheywerenoneotherthanKalebWallorandMalcolmLaige.

Seeingthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutchuckleinsilence.Hedidn’texpectthetwopeoplewhohadbeen

mockinghimthisafternoontobeattemptingtoescape.Thiswasindeedtooshameful.

Afterthinkingforawhile,Geraldgotupandquietlyapproachedthetwoofthem.

“Whereareyoutwogoing?”

Atthenextmoment,GeraldaskedasheappearedbehindKalebandMalcolm.

Gerald’sappearancealmostscaredthemtodeath.Theyweresoshockedthattheyfelltotheground.

“You…Whyaren’tyouasleepseeingasit’sthemiddleofthenightbutinstead,you’rescaringpeople

here?!”

KalebglaredatGeraldandshoutedwithatremblingvoice.



“Hah!IfIwereasleep,howwouldIbeabletoseeyoutwoescaping?”

Geraldsmirkedandsneered.

“You…Don’tslanderpeoplehere.Wewerejustcheckingtheweather!”

AtGerald’swords,MalcolmandKalebexchangedglancesandrefuted,pointingtheirfingersatGerald.

“Youstilldon’twanttoadmitit.Howshameless.”

Click!

Rightatthatmoment,thelightscameon.

Patrick,Quest,andtherestcameoutofthetentsimmediately.Theyhadbeenawakenedbythenoise

outside.

“What’swrong?”

Patrickapproachedthemandasked.

“CaptainWang,itlookslikeyoudidn’tarrangeyourmentokeepwatchatnight.Thesetwowereinthe

middleofescaping,andIhappenedtocatchthemred-handed!”

Geraldwouldnothideitforthem,andhetoldPatrickthisplayfully.



OncePatrickheardhim,hisfacedarkened.

Swish!

Afigurerushedforward,grabbingthecollarsofKalebandMalcolm’sshirts.

ItwasQuestLeane.Heglaredatthemangrily.

“Youcowards!Howdareyouescape?!Ishallteachyouagoodlesson!”

Questroaredangrilyandwantedtobeatthemup.

Luckily,Patrickandtheothermenstoppedhimintime.Otherwise,KalebandMalcolmwouldhavebeen

tornapartbyQuest.Nobodywouldhaveexpectedthistohappen.

“Youtwo,tellmehonestly.Whatisreallygoingon?”

PatrickstoppedQuestandaskedashelookedatthemcoldly.
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“CaptainWang,we…Bothofusarejustordinarypeople!W-we’reafraidofdyingtoo,youknow…?!”

stammeredKalebasheloweredhishead,notevendaringtolookintoPatrick’seyes.

“You…!”growledQuest,growingmoreinfuriatedbythesecond.

“So…Letmegetthisstraight.Bothofyouaretryingtosecretlyescapejustbecauseyou’reafraidof

dying?”saidGeraldasheaddedmorefueltothefire.Afterall,hedidn’treallyhavemuchofagood



impressionontheduo.

Regardless,uponhearingGerald’swords,KalebandMalcolmweresoembarrassedthattheycouldonly

furtherlowertheirheads.

Boilingmad,Questthensuggested,“Peoplelikethesetwo…Theyshouldbecaptured,CaptainWang!”

Uponhearingthat,Patrickpausedforamoment.TurningbacktolookatQuest,hethencasuallysaid,

“…Just…forgetit…It’snotacrimetofeardeath!”

Capturingthemwasabitunnecessary.Afterall,theduohadn’treallydoneanythingillegaltowarrant

Quest’ssuggestion.

Eitherway,Patrickdidn’treallywanttoforcetheduotocomealongwiththemsohesimplyturnedback

tolookatthembeforesayinginafrigidtone,“Whateverthecaseis,ifyou’rethatafraidofdying,then

justleave!”

Withthatsaid,Patrickthenbeganleadingtheothersway,leavingKalebandMalcolm—whowerenow

freetoleave—behind.

ToPatrick,havingthemleaveearlywaswaybetterthanallowingthetimidandterrifiedmentostayin

thelongrun.Bygettingtheburdensoutofthewayearly,futureunnecessarytroublecoulddefinitelybe

avoided.

Regardless,uponrealizingthatPatrickwasgrantingthempermissiontoleave,boththedelightedmen

thenkowtowed—whilefacinghim—beforeshouting,“Thankyou,CaptainWang…!Thankyou!”

Hearingthat,Questmadeabriefglareatthembeforesneeringandreturningtothetent.



Geraldhimselfcouldn’tbebotheredwiththetwo,sohesimplycarriedhisbackpackbeforeenteringthe

sametentthatQuesthad.

NoticingGerald’spresence,Quest—whowasstillangrywiththeturnofevents—thenscowled,“How

absolutelyinfuriating…!Itrulyhadn’texpectedthemtobethisafraidofdying!”

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Well,it’snotlikeIdon’tgetwherethey’recomingfrom.

Afterall,theduohaslittletonoexperienceinadventuring!Withthatinmind,it’snomysterywhy

they’dbesoterrifiedofundergoingsuchdangerousaffairs!”

“…Hmm?Yousaythat,butaren’tyouthesameasthem?Whydidn’tyourunwiththem?”askedQuest

rathercuriously.Afterall,QuesthadinitiallythoughtthatGeraldwassimilartopeoplelikeKaleband

Malcolm.Asitturnedout,however,hehadbeenwrong.

“I’mnothinglikethem!Afterall,I’msomeonewho’strainingtoattainspiritualenlightenment!”replied

Geraldinaconfidenttone.

Uponhearingthat,QuestinstantlygottohisfeetbeforestaringatGeraldinsurprise.Afterafew

seconds,hethensaid,“…Nowonderyoudidn’tleave!Tothinkthatyou’reactuallytrainingtoattain

spiritualenlightenment!”

“Indeed.Regardless,knowthatsinceIhaveagoodfriendintheadventureteam,I’mheadingthereto

savehernomatterthecosts!EvenifIhavetoriskmylife!”explainedGeraldashelookedatQuest

determinedly.

Hearingthat,QuestnoddedinsatisfactionbeforestretchingouthishandtowardGerald.
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“Iapologizeformyearlierbadattitude.Withthatsaid,Ihopewecancooperatethroughoutthisrescue

mission!”saidQuest.



Notonetofussoversuchsmallmatters,GeraldwasstartingtofeelthatQuestwasactuallyarathernice

person.Whatmore,Questwasaprofessionaladventurerwithgreatcourageandanadventurousspirit.

Withthatinmind,GeraldfoundhimselfsmilingashereturnedQuest’shandshakewhilesaying,

“Likewise.Regardless,allowmetoformallyintroducemyself.GeraldCrawford!”

“QuestLeane!”repliedQuestwithhisownsmile.

Followingthat,bothofthemthenbeganchattingrathercheerfullytilltheyeventuallydriftedoffto

sleepataroundthreeinthemorning…

Byseventhenextmorning,allfifteenoftherescueteammembershadalreadyassembledandwere

readytosetofffortheholymountain.

Beingthepioneerofthegroup,Questwasthefirstinline,followedbyGerald,Patrick,thentheother

membersoftheteam.

Fortunately,theweatherwasrathergood,sotherescueteam’sjourneyupthemountainproceeded

rathersmoothly.Evenso,thehighertheywent,thecolderitgot.Asidefromthat,theairpressurewas

alsograduallyintensifying.

Sensingthat,Patrickandtheothersquicklymadesuretoputonoxygenmasks.Naturally,Patrick

offeredonetoGeraldaswell.

Inresponse,however,Geraldsimplysaid,“It’sfine,CaptainWang.Idon’tneedone!”

SuchairpressurewasnothingtoGerald,anditwasevidentlynothingtoQuestaswellsinceherefused

towearanoxygenmasktoo.Quest,forone,wasaseasonedadventurer,andhewasalreadyusedto

dealingwithpressureslikethese.



Still,hecouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyconcernedoverGerald’ssafety,soheturnedaroundtoask,“Are

yousureyoudon’twanttoputoneon,Gerald?Thepressure’sonlygoingtogetlowerthehigherweget,

andairwillbecomemuchscarcerthen…”

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadbeforereplying,“Don’tworryaboutme.Idon’tneedtowear

one!”

Geraldmeanteverywordthathehadsaid.Afterall,theessentialqiinhisbodyactivelycushionedthe

negativeeffectsofthepressure.Duetothat,notonlywasGeraldunaffectedbythefreezing

temperatures,butGeraldwasalsoabletocontinuallymaintainhisbreathing.

WithhowsureGeraldsounded,Questdidn’tsayanythingelse.Evenso,henowhadanewoutlookon

Gerald,thinkingthattheyouthwasratherdifferentfromtheothers.

Regardless,therescueteamfinallyarrivedatarestingspotafterhikingforalittleoverthreehours.

Whiletakingtheirtemporaryrest,Patrickdouble-checkedtheirlocationbeforesaying,“Alright,we’re

currentlyatanaltitudeofthreethousandfeetuptheholymountain.Fromwhatwe’vepreviously

gathered,theotheradventureteamdisappearedataroundninethousandandeighthundredfeet.With

thatsaid,we’reonlyatathirdofourjourneytowhereweneedtogetto!”

“Isuggestwetrytoreachourtargetlocationbeforetheweathergetstoobad,CaptainWang.Afterall,

theweatherconditionsuphereappeartobemuchworsethanwhatwehadinitiallyanticipated!With

thatsaid,eventheslightestchangeinweatherwillhinderourprogressupthemountain!”saidQuestas

helookedatPatrick.

While—theremaining—sixthousandandeighthundredfeetmaynotsoundtoobadahikeonpaper,it

was,infact,extremelyfarfromwheretheycurrentlywere.

Whatmore,whileithadtakenthegroupaboutonlythreehourstogettothreethousandfeethigh,the



terraintheyhadtowalkthroughearlierwasn’tasbadaswhatwastocome.Afterall,thehigherthey

went,themoreuneventheholymountain’sterrainwasgoingtoget.Steepcliffs,forone,would

certainlybecomemorefrequent,andiftheyweren’tcareful,slippingoffonewasn’tcompletelyoutof

thequestion…

Withthatinmind,therescueteamthensetoffagainaftercompletingtheirbriefrest.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforetherescueteammetwithapredicament.

Therewasnofurtherroadtospeakofwheretheycurrentlywere!Essentially,thatmeantthattheonly

waytoheadforwardwastoclimbasteepcliffbeforethem…

Lookingdownintothethree-hundred-feetdeepabyssbelowhim,Geraldcouldtellthatmanywould

definitelyfeelterror-strickenjustfromseeinghowdeepthefallwas.

Evenso,itwasn’tasiftheothershadanyotherchoice.Afterall,itwoulddefinitelytakewaytoomuch

timeandenergyforthemtoheadbackandattempttofindanotherroad.Withthatinmind,thesteep

clifftrulyseemedliketheironlywayofprogressing.

Thankfully,thiswasn’tQuest’sfirstrodeo.Questhadscaledcliffslikethisbefore,soithonestlywasn’t

anythingtoodifficultforhim.

Withthatinmind,everyonethenwatchedasQuesttookarope—withahookattachedtoit—before

flingingittowardarockatopthecliff.

Aftertestinghowfirmthehookhadlodgeditselfintotherock,Questtheneasilyclimbeduptherope…
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Naturally,scalingthecliffwasn’tanissueforGeraldeither.



Aftertakingafewstepsback,Geralddashedforwardbeforemakingagiantleap!Secondslater,the

youththenlandedrightbesideQuest!

Uponseeingthat,Questandtheothersallfelttheirjawsdrop.Whatimmensejumpingcapabilities!He

trulywasapersonwhowastrainingtoattainspiritualenlightenment!

Eventuallyshakingtheirshockoff,theothersthenquicklybeganclimbinguptheropeaswell…

Itwaswhenmostofthemhadalreadymadetheirwayupthecliffwhenasuddenroarofthundercould

beheard!

Followingthat,theweatherbeganchangingratherrapidly,andsoonenough,darkcloudshadcovered

everyinchofthesky…

Understandingthattheweatherwasonlygoingtogetnastier,Patrick—whowasadamantaboutgetting

uptheclifflast—anxiouslyinstructed,“Everyone,hurry!”

Onceeveryonehadmadeittothetop,Patrickquicklybeganclimbingtheropeaswell…

Ofcourse,troublealwayscameunannounced.Theothershadconsiderablyworntheropedown,so

halfwayup,itendedupsnapping!

WatchinginutterhorrorasPatrickbeganfallingintotheabyss,theotherteammembersinstantly

beganshouting,“CaptainWang!”

GeraldhimselfquicklyuntiedtheropearoundhiswaistbeforetossingittowardPatrick!Uponcoming

intocontactwiththefallingman,theropeinstantlywrappeditselfaroundhim!

RealizingwhatGeraldhadjustdone,Questthenrushedovertohimwhileshoutingtotherest,“Hurry



andhelphim!”

Hearingthat,therestoftheteammembersquicklysnappedoutofitandbegangrabbingtheropeas

well.Afterabitofeffort,allofthemweresuccessfullyabletopullPatrickbackup…

ThankstoGerald’squickthinkingandactions,Patrickwasabletoavoidatrulyhorriblefate…

Thoughhewasnowsafe,Patrick—whowasdrenchedincoldsweat—stillfoundhimselfshivering

slightly.Afterall,hehadthoughtthatitwasalloverforhimjustsecondsago.Pantingashewalkedover

toarock,Patrickthensatonittoslowlyrecoverhiscool.

Seeingthat,GeraldthenwalkedovertohimbeforesquattingbyPatrick’ssideandaskinginaconcerned

tone,“Areyoualright,CaptainWang?”

Stillquiveringslightlyinfear,Patrickthenshookhisheadashereplied,“I…I’mfine…Regardless,thank

you,Gerald…!Ifitwasn’tforyou,I’dbedeadbynow!”

Inresponse,Geraldsimplysmiledsubtlybeforehumblyreplying,“There’snoneedtothankme.It’smy

dutytohelpateammateout!”

Despitethetouchingmoment,itwasthenwhensnowbeganfallingheavily.

Withhowfrigidthewindsweregetting,Questthenyelled,“…Thingsarelookingbad.Weneedtofind

someplacetosettledownfirst!”

Attemptingtoscalethemountaininsuchweatherwaspracticallysuicideandeveryoneunderstoodthat.

Whileitwastruethattheywereundergoingarescuemission,itwasn’tbigenoughanemergencyforall

ofthemtorisktheirlivesfor.Withthatinmind,thebesttheycoulddoatthemomentwastoseek

shelterandwaitthesnowstormout.



Afterlookingaroundforabit,Questmanagedtolocateaspaciousareaunderneathasteepcliff.

Asallofthemquickly—andgladly—enteredtheareatotakerefuge,everyoneheardasQuestsuddenly

shouted,“…Hey,lookthere!Therearesignsthatothershavestayedherebefore!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandPatrickquicklyranovertoQuest’sside.

Truetohiswords,apileofburnedcharcoalcouldbeseenthere…Itwasevidentthatothershadmadea

fireherebefore.

“Theadventureteamcouldhavestayedherebeforeinordertoavoidasnowstorm!”

Chapter1643

Aftersquattingtoinspectthepileofburntcharcoalforabriefmoment,Patrickthensaid,“…Thisisstill

relativelynew.Theoneswholitthefireshouldhavestayedherearoundtwodaysago!”

Hearingthat,GeraldandQuestturnedtolookateachother.Thiswasgoodnews!Afterall,itatleast

provedthattheadventureteamwasstillalivetwodaysago!

“…Alright,let’sjusttakerefugehereforthemoment.We’llcontinueourjourneyoncethesnowstormis

over!”saidQuestashelaiddownhisbackpackbeforesittingtoconserveenergy.

Whiletherestdidthesame,Geraldchosetocontinueinspectingthesurroundingcliffareainstead.

Afterawhile,GeraldcalledQuestandPatrickover.

“Mr.LeaneandCaptainWang,I’vescoutedthesurroundingareaforabitandI’vefoundthatthere

aren’tanyotherpathstoproceedto.Theonlywaytoascendthemountainfromthispointonisby

climbing.Tosupportthatstatement,justhavealookthere.Ifyousquintalittle,youcanseefriction



marks!I’massumingthat’swherethepeoplefromthatadventureteamhungtheirrope!”explained

Gerladashepointedatthetraces.

Afterhearingallthat,bothQuestandPatrickagreedwithGerald’sanalysis.

“Hmm…Tellme,Gerald,howdoyousayweshouldproceedwiththis?”askedPatrickasheturnedto

lookatGerald.

“Well,fromhowIseeit,ourbestoptionrightnowwouldbeformeandMr.Leanetoheaduptoscout

ahead.Youandtheotherscanwaithereforus.Oncewe’velocatedtheadventureteam,we’llthen

reunitewithallofyou!How’sthatsound?”repliedGerald.

Itwasaverysteepclimb,aboutthirtyfeethigh.Withthatinmind,Geraldwasafraidthataprecarious

situation—similartowhatPatrickhadearlierfaced—wouldrepeatitselfiftoomanypeoplewent

scouting.

Regardless,afterhearingthat,PatrickthenturnedtolookatQuestbeforeasking,“Whatdoyousayto

that,Mr.Leane?”

“I’llhavetoagreewithGerald.We’llbescoutingaheadthen!”repliedQuestinagreement.

“Verywell,then!Sincetherearen’tanyobjections,let’sjustgowiththat!”saidPatrick.

Followingthat,bothQuestandGeraldimmediatelybegangettingthemselvesready.Afterpackingall

thenecessaryequipmentintotheirbackpacks,theyreturnedtothethirtyfeethighcliff…

Lookingup,Questfoundhimselffrowningslightlyasheasked,“Abittoohighformytastes…Howdo

youreckonwegetupthere?”



Quest’sconcernwaswarrantedsincenotonlywasthecliffextremelyhigh,buttherealsoseemedtobe

verylittlethatlookedsturdyenoughtobeusedasleverage.Ofcourse,whileQuestfoundittobea

ratherhopelesssituation,itwasn’taproblemforGerald.

“Justleaveittome,Mr.Leane!”repliedGeraldwithaconfidentsmileashetookoutapieceoftalisman

paperaswellasapen.

“…Hmm?Could…itbethatyouknowhowtocraftsecrettechniquetalismans?”askedPatrick—whohad

followedthemtheretogetherwiththerestoftheteamtoseethemoff—inasurprisedtone.

AsapersonfromJaellatra,Patrickdefinitelyknewabouttalismans,andthoughGeralddidn’treply,

Patrickgothisanswerwhentheyouthbegandrawingonthetalismanpaper!

Afewsecondslater,Geraldtossedhiscompletetalismanintotheair…andjustlikethat,thetalisman

materializedagoldenladderoutofthinair!

“Afteryou,Mr.Leane!”saidGeraldasheturnedtolookattheshockedQuest.

Uponhearinghisname,Questquicklysnappedoutofhisshockandbeganclimbingthegoldenladder.

Patrick,ontheotherhand,stillhadhisjawgapingwide.Hehadn’texpectedGeraldtoactuallybea

TalismanMasterwhoknewhowtomakehisownsecrettechniquetalismans!ItmadePatrickadmire

Geraldgreatly.Whatmore,itexplainedwhyGeraldhadbeensoconfidentinrescuingthosepeople.

Thinkingaboutit,Gerald’spresencewasdefinitelyanhonortotherescueteam.Ifhehadn’tdecidedto

comealong,theywould’vesurelyfacedmuchmoretroubleandpossiblyevenfatalities…
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AfterbiddingfarewelltoPatrickandtheothers,GeraldandQuestthenbeganscalingtherestoftheholy

mountain.



Thoughitwasstillsnowingratherheavily—withoccasionalfreezinggustsofwind—GeraldandQuest

managedtofindacliffsidetoproceedunder.Inotherwords,theyhadminimalcontactwiththeactual

snowstorm.

Astheywalkedon,Questfoundhimselfasking,“Whatwouldyousayarethesurvivaloddsofthe

adventureteam,Gerald?”

“Ican’tsayforsure,butIthinktheyshouldstillbealive.I’massumingthey’recurrentlytrapped

someplaceonthismountain!”repliedGeraldwithahopefultone.

Gerald,forone,certainlyhopedthattheywerestillalive.Hecouldn’tbearthethoughtofNoridyingin

thissnowstorm.

Shakingthethoughtsoff,Geraldthenasked,“Regardless,howmuchprogresshavewemade,Mr.

Leane?”

“FromwhatIcangather,weshouldnowbeatanaltitudeofseventhousandandfivehundredfeet.If

that’sthecase,thenweshouldbetwothousandfeetfromwheretheadventureteamdisappeared!

Judgingfromourcurrentprogressionspeed,we’llneedabouttwomorehourstoreachthatplace!”

repliedQuestashereadouttheinformationthathissmartwatchwasshowing.

Whiletheywerecertainlymuchclosertotheareanow,thejourneytherewasstillfarfromover…

Atthatmoment,anear-piercingroarofthundercouldbeheard!Thesoundwassoloudthattheentire

mountaininstantlybeganshakingslightly!

Realizingwhatwashappening,Questquicklysaid,“This…Thiscouldbethesignofanavalanche!”



Hearingthat,Geraldinstantlybeganlookingaroundtosurveythearea…Buttohisdismay,therewas

nothingtoshieldthemagainstanincomingavalanche!Sandwichedbetweentwostonewalls,bothof

themknewthatiftheydidn’tthinkquickly,theyweregoingtobehitbytheavalancheandsubsequently

thrownintotheabyssattheendofthevalley!Bythatpoint,they’dsurelybeinpieces!

“Theredoesn’tseemlikethere’sanywheretohide,Gerald…!Whatshouldwedo…?!”askedQuest

ratheranxiously.

Despitebeingapersonwithabundantadventuringexperience,Questwasnowfeelingslightlyterrified

inthisseeminglyhopelesssituation.

Afterafewseconds,Geraldthenquicklyretrievedhistalisman-makingkitbeforesaying,“Don’tworry,I

haveanidea!”

Withthatsaid,Geraldrapidlybegandrawingonthetalisman!Thesecondhewasdone,Geraldthen

threwitforward,promptingagoldenrayoflighttoenvelopbothofthem!

Ashieldoflightformedjustintimeastheavalanchecamecrashingdownonthem!Thankfully,the

goldenshieldwassufficientinguidingtheavalancheawayfromthem,keepingGeraldandQuestsafe!

Afterwhatseemedtobeaneternity,nofurthersoundscouldbeheard.Stillsafeunderneathalayerof

snow,Geraldthenclearedoutthesnowabovethem…Theyweresafe!

OnceQuestclimbedoutwithahuff,Geraldthenfollowedafter.

Sighinginrelief,Quest—whowashonestlystillquiveringalittle—thensaid,“Thankgodyou’reherewith

me,Gerald…Otherwise,I’dsurelybedoomed!”

Smilingbackathim,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadinsilencebeforeresumingthejourneyupthe

mountaintogetherwithQuest.Itwasaboutanhourandahalflaterwhentheyfinallyreachedthe



spot…

Arrivinghalfanhourearlierthananticipated,theareatheywereinwasatanaltitudeofninethousand

andeighthundredfeet.Nowmuchnearertothemountain’speak,GeraldandQuestbeganscanningthe

areabelowthem.Unfortunately,thick,mistyclouds—thatwereeverywherebelowthem—covered

mostoftheirview.Duetothat,neitherofthemwasabletofindanyhintsofwhatcouldhavehappened

totheadventureteam…

Afterawhile,QuestwalkedovertoGeraldbeforeaskingwithadeepfrownonhisface,“…Theredoesn’t

seemtobeanytracesofthembeinghereatall…Coulditbethatnothingreallyhappenedtothem

here…?”
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Hearingthat,Geraldsimplyclosedhiseyesinsilence,spreadinghisdivinesenseouttoscanthroughthe

restofthemountaintop…

Sadly,therangeofhisdivinesensewasratherlimited,sohewasonlyabletoscanuptoafewhundred

feet.Thoughthatwasn’tasmallrangebyanymeans,Geraldstillwasn’tabletofindanytracesofthe

adventureteamafterquitesometime.

Eventually,Questfoundhimselfasking,“…Say…Doyouthinkthattheadventureteamisn’there

because…they’veheadedfurtherupthemountain…?”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldturnedtolookatQuest.Thoughthesuggestionsoundedratherpreposterous,

itwasn’tcompletelyoutofthequestioneither.Afterall,sincetherewerezerotracesoftheadventure

teamhere,theonlyotherwaytheycould’veheadedto—withoutbumpingintotherescueteamontheir

wayup—wasfurtherupthemountain…

“…Thatcouldbethecase.Sincewe’realreadyhereanyway,let’sproceedfurtherupthemountainto

check!”repliedGeraldinagreement.



Withthat,bothofthemthencontinuedscalingthemountain…

Sincehecould’veverywelldiedearlierwithoutGerald’sintervention,Questnowhadtotaltrustin

Gerald.HefeltthataslongasheremainedclosetoGerald,hewouldsurelymakeitoutsafely…

Regardless,afterwalkingforawhile—withgentlebreezesandsnowflakescaressingtheircheeksthe

entiretime—theduoeventuallyarrivedeleventhousandfeetabovesealevel…

Uponarrival,theywereimmediatelygreetedbythesightofacave.Withhowpitchdarkitwasinside,

GeraldandQuestfoundthemselvesinstantlywaryofit.

Standingatthemouthofthecave,Questfoundhimselfsaying,“Howodd…Acaveinthemiddleof

nowhere!”

“Indeed…Well,let’sgoinandhavealookaround!”repliedGeraldashebeganwalkingintothecave.

Afterafewstepsin,bothofthemtookouttheirglowsticksbeforeactivatingthem.Nowhavingalight

sourceeach,theduothenproceededfurtherintothecave…

Thoughthecavewasquiet,itwasalsoquitedamp.Withthatsaid,occasionaldropsofwatercouldbe

heardeveryonceinawhileastheywalkedon.

Eventually,bothofthemcametoasuddenhaltwhentheysawafaintorangeglowfromwithinthe

cave…Itappearedtobethelightofacampfire,andtheduocouldseeflickeringshadowsfromtimeto

time.

Lookingateachother,GeraldandQuestfeltthattheymusthavefinallylocatedtheadventureteam.

Afterswiftlymakingtheirwaytowardthelightsource,theduowasgreetedbythesightofseveral



sleepingpeoplelyingagainstthecave’sstonewalls.

Justastheyhadthought,theyhadfinallylocatedtheadventureteam!Geraldwasmadeextrasureof

thiswhen—afterscanningthroughthepeople—hesawthatNoriwasamongthem!

“Nori!”shoutedGerald.

Hearingthatsuddenshout,everyonejoltedawake,andthisincludedNori.

Uponrealizingwhohadcalledouttoher,Noriinstantlytearedupasshecriedout,“G-Gerald…!”

Quicklygettingtoherfeet,thegirlthenranoverbeforeembracingGeraldtightly…

Ittookherawhiletocalmdown,butonceshedid,Norilookedathiminsurpriseassheasked,“But…

whatareyouevendoinghere,Gerald…?”

Realizingthatshehadn’tanticipatedhimtocomeover,Geraldthenexplained,“Well,afterfindingout

thatsomethinghadhappenedtoyouandyouradventureteam,Icameoverwitharescueteamthat

wastaskedwithlocatingyourgroup!”

“…Does…thatmeanthatyoucameoverjusttosaveme…?”askedNoriasshestaredstraightinto

Gerald’seyesexpectantly.

Inresponse,Geraldsimplyrevealedagentlesmileandnodded,notseeinganyreasontodenyit.
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Uponhearingthat,Noriwasinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,thefactthatGeraldhadcomealltheway

herejusttosavehermeantthathestillcaredabouther.

Still,shetrulyhadn’texpectedhimtocomehereinthefirstplacesinceNoriwassurethatshehadnever

evenmentionedhertriptotheholymountaintohim.

Withthatinmind,Norithencuriouslyasked,“…Speakingofwhich,howdidyouevenknowIwashere?”

“Well,IfoundoutwhenIheadedtoyourmanorandyourfathertoldmeaboutit,”repliedGerald.

“Isee…Butholdon,doesn’tthefactthatyoucameheremeanthatyourtalismancraftingtrainingwith

MasterHuntgotdisrupted?”askedNoriinaslightlyworriedtone.

Afterall,itwasn’teasyforGeraldtogetacceptedtobehisdiscipleinthefirstplace.Withthatinmind,

Noritrulyhopedthatshewouldn’tbethereasonGeraldlosthischancetocontinuebeingMasterHunt’s

disciple.

Tohersurprise,however,GeraldsimplychuckledbeforegentlypattingNorionthehead.

RevealinghisFirst-rankTalismanMasterbadge—whichhadbeentuckedintheinsideofhis

jacket—Geraldthensaid,“Worrynot,I’vealreadybecomeamaster!Thishereisproof!”

“AFirst-rankTalismanMasterBadge?!It’sbarelybeenhalfamonth!Youreallyaresomethingelse,

Gerald!”exclaimedNoriinherdisbeliefashereyeslitup.

Tothinkthathewasabletoattainthatranksoquickly…Thatjustshowedhowcapableandpowerfulhe

trulywas!Howadmirable!

“Speakingofwhich,Iheardfromyourfatherthatyoucameovertolookforsomeancientherb.The



thousand-year-oldpanaxginseng,ifIremembercorrectly,”askedGeraldashelookedatNoriwitha

curiousgaze.

Noddinginresponse,Norithensaid,“That’stheone!It’sanancientherbthatonlygrowseveryfew

thousandyears.Asidefromthat,itcanonlybefoundonthismountain!Withthatinmind,Ifollowed

theothershereafterhearingthatitwasabouttimeitgrewagain!Unfortunately,wemetwithan

avalanchebeforewewereevenabletolocateit!It’salmostasifweweredestinedtoneverbeableto

findit!”

WatchingasNorisighedinresignation,Geraldthenthoughtforawhilebeforereplying,“Yourlivesare

muchmoreimportant!Still,doyouhaveanyideawhattheginsengherblookslike?”

“ButofcourseIdo!”repliedNoriasshefishedoutaphotographfromherbackpackbeforeshowingitto

Gerald.

Lookingatit,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofawhiteandpristineflowerthathadpetalsthat

resembledicecrystals.Thesightofitalonewasenoughtomakeanyonefeelthatitwassomething

extremelyprecious.NowonderNoriandtheothershadbeensokeenonlookingforit…

“Whatdoestheherbdo?”askedGerald,feelingthatsucharareandvaluable-lookingherbmusthave

hadgreatpracticaluse.

“Well,it’ssaidthatthethousand-year-oldpanaxginsengcanbeusedtomakeakindofpelletknownas

therejuvenatingpellet!Thepelletitselfissaidtobecapableofbringingthedeadbacktolife!”

whisperedNori.

“Really?”askedGeraldinslightdisbelief.

Thoughhewasapersonwhowasstilltrainingtoattainspiritualenlightenment,Geraldunderstood

therewasstillalothedidn’tknowaboutthismysteriousworld…Evenso,apelletthatwascapableof

bringingbackthedead?Thatwasalittletoofarfetched,evenforhim.Afterall,evenpeopleasstrongas



hewasweren’tabletobringthedeadbacktolife.

Shrugging,Norithensaidthatitwasstrictlyjustarumor.Evenshewasn’tsurehowauthenticthatclaim

was.

Atthatmoment,Questwalkedovertotheduobeforereporting,“Aftersomecheckingaround,I’ve

foundthatonlyafewoftheteammembershavesufferedminorinjuries.Therestarethankfullyfine.

Withthatsaid,wecanprettymuchpackupandbeginleavingthisplace!”
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“That’sgreattohear!AndIagree,thesoonerweleave,thebetter!”repliedGerald.

Nowthattheyhadfoundtheadventureteaminonepiece,theyneededtobeginhikingdownthesame

waytheyhadcomeupwithinordertoreunitewiththerestoftherescueteam.Oncethatwasdone,

they’dbegindescendingthemountain…

WhileGeraldwasstillrathercuriousaboutthethousand-year-oldpanaxginseng,hedidn’twanttorisk

everyone’slivesjusttolookforit.Besides,itwasn’tevenaprovenfactthatitwasreallyabletorevive

thedead.Withthatinmind,theadventureteamthenbeganmakingtheirwaydownthemountain.

Asthesayingwent,descendingamountainwasalwayseasierthanascendingone.Addingthattothe

factthatGeraldandQuestwereprovidingtheiraid,thejourneydownwardbecamemucheasiertobear.

Withthatinmind,ittookthegrouponlyhalfanhourtodescendhalfwaydownthemountain.

TenminutesbeforetheycouldreunitewithPatrick’sgroup,however,afewwhitemountainwolves

suddenlymadeanappearance!

“W-wolves?!”shoutedseveralofthepeoplefromtheadventureteamastheyimmediatelybegan

boltingdownthemountaininfear!

GeraldhimselfturnedtofaceQuestbeforeinstructing,“Quest!Leadtheothersawayfirst!I’lldealwith



thesewolves!”

Hearingthat,Questthenreplied,“Alright,butbecareful!Makesureyoureturninonepiece!”

Withthat,Questinstantlybeganoverseeingthattherestmadeitdownsafely.Oncemostofthemwere

atasafedistance,QuestturnedbacktolookathowGeraldwasdoing…Onlytoseeallthewolves

chargingtowardtheyouth!

Atthatmoment,Quest—andNoriwhohadturnedbacktocheckonGerald—couldonlystarewide-eyed

asGeraldandthewolvesplungeddownthevalleytogether!

“G-Gerald…!”criedoutNori,herheartfilledwithexcruciatingpainasshewatchedhimdisappearfrom

sight.

ThoughQuestwasjustasshockedbytheturnofevents,hequicklybegandraggingNoribyherarmto

regroupwiththeothersfromtheadventureteam.

“L-letgo…!IneedtogolookforGerald…!”yelledNoriasQuestquicklybeganleadingtheothersbackto

wherePatrickwas.

ThoughNoritriedherhardesttopryfreefromQuest’sgrip,Questwasdefinitelynotabouttoallowher

toputherselfindanger.Withthatinmind,hemomentarilytiedherwristswitharopetoeaseleading

herdownwiththerest.

Despitethat,thenowteary-eyedNoristillattemptedtostrugglefreeofherconstraintsasshewailed,

“Please…!He’sdefinitelystillalive…!Please,letmegolookforhim…!”

Ignoringherwails,everyoneeventuallymadeitbacktowheretherescueteamwas…



UponseeinghowdepressedNorilookedandrealizingthatGeraldwasn’tpresent,Patrickfoundhimself

asking,“…What’swrong?Where’sGerald?”

Loweringhishead,Questtookamomentbeforereplying,“…Whiledescendingthemountain,we

bumpedintoafewwhitewolves…Geraldfoughtagainstthemtogiveusroomtoescape…However,at

theverylastseconds,allthewolvessimultaneouslychargedathim,andallofthemfellintothe

valley…!”

“…W-what…?”mutteredPatrickwhowassoshockedthathewasn’tevenabletosayanythingelsefora

moment.Afterall,whocould’veanticipatedforsuchanaccidenttohappen…?

Evenso,theadventureteamwassuccessfullyrescued.Inotherwords,themissionwasasuccess.

Withthatinmind,Patrickquicklyshookhisshockoffbeforedeclaring,“…Let’sdescendthemountain

first.Oncewegeteveryonetosafety,we’llformanotherrescueteamtostartlookingforGerald!”

Hearingthat,everyonewasforcedtoagree.Afterall,theywereallwellawarethattheyweren’toutof

dangerjustyet.Whatmore,therejustwasn’tenoughhumanresourcestolaunchanimmediatesearch

party.Withthatinmind,thebestmoveatthemomentwasforthemtoreturntothebottomofthe

mountainbeforedecidingtheirnextstep.

NobodyevenknewwhetherGeraldwasstillamongtheliving…

Asthegroupbegandescendingthemountain,Geraldhimselfcouldbeseenlyingsilentlyatopsome

thicketsinthedeepestpartsoftheholymountain…


