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“Whenyouputitthatway…Iguessitispossible.Afterall,theculpritwasdaringenoughtodealwith

suchastrong,specialforcessoldierhere,ofallplaces.Normally,onlyyoucouldpullsomethinglikethis

off,whichmeansthattheculpritisprobablyonlyslightlyweakerthanyou.Withthatsaid,maybehe

reallyisaCrawfordcultivator…However,whywouldthatpersonlookfortroublewithaspecialforces

soldierfromYanam?IstheresomesortofdisputebetweentheCrawfordsandtheYanammilitary…?”

mutteredMasterGhostashestrokedhisgoatee.

“There’snopointthinkingaboutit.Goodforhimthathe’sonlyheretodealwiththespecialforces

soldiersfromYanam.Regardless,evenifhedoescomeforus,there’snothingtobescaredofwithme

here,”scoffedGeraldashecrossedhisarmswhilenarrowinghiseyes.

BythetimeGerald’ssentenceended,thecompetitionhadalreadybegunandspecialforcessoldiers

couldbeseenlinedupinaneatrow.Eachofthemhadthelatestsniperriflemodelsinhand,and

everyonewatchedastheyaimedfortheirtargetsfortheshootingcompetitionthatstoodninehundred

feetawayfromthem.

Multipleshotscouldsoonbeheard,andtheresultswereannouncedshortlyafter.

Geraldhimselfhadlittleinterestinthiskindofcompetition,soafterspectatingforawhile,heeventually

gotupandleft.Seeingthat,MasterGhostmadesuretofollowhimcloselyaswell.

Thesecondtheduoleft,acarcametoastopatthetrainingground’sentrance…

Shortlyafter,ayouthinafloralsuitsteppedout,followedbyfourofhisbodyguards.Asthegroupoffive

walkedintothetraininggrounds,theywerejustsecondstoolatetonoticeGeraldandMasterGhost

takingaturntoenteranelevator,disallowingthetwopartiesfrommeeting…

Asexpected,theyouthwasnoneotherthanKai.



SinceRyuguhadn’tassassinatedGeraldevenafteraweekhadpassed,Kaidecidedtotakethingsintohis

ownhands.HeknewforafactthatGeraldwouldattendthecompetition,whichexplainedhispresence

heretoday.

Whateverthecasewas,wheneverhethoughtaboutthehumiliationhesufferedthatnight,Kai’sdesire

toputGeralddownforgoodonlyincreased.Withthatinmind,hewasn’tagainstusinghishighstatusto

getthemilitarytostepforwardandsubdueGerald.Regardless,whenthecolonelsawKai,he

immediatelygottohisfeetbeforeasking,“Oh?Mr.Kanagawa!

Fancymeetingyouhere,ofallplaces!”

“I’mjustheretohavealookaround,”repliedKaiashewavedhishand,hiseyesdartingaroundthe

entiretime.

“Well,whateverthecaseis,welcome,Mr.Kanagawa!It’sunfortunate,butsincewe’recurrentlyhosting

acompetition,I’mafraidwewon’thavemuchtimetoattendtoyou.Withthatsaid,Ihopeyouwon’t

affectoureventeither.Don’tworry,oncethecompetitionisover,I’llmakesuretotreatyoutoaproper

drink!”saidthecolonel,notdaringtooffendKai.

“Affect?WhywouldIdoanythinglikethat?IwasjustboredsoIcameoutforastroll.Inotherwords,

I’mjustherethroughsheercoincidence.Regardless,justcontinuedoingwhateveryouweredoingand

don’tbotheraboutme.I’lljustbehavingalookaround!”repliedKaiwithasmile.

Followingthat,Kaimadeasmallgesture,promptinghisbodyguardstoscatter.ThehuntforGeraldwas

on…!

Hearingthat,thecoloneloptedtobelieveKaiandsimplycontinuedpayingattentiontothecompetition.

Thecolonel,forone,knewthatthiswasn’tKai’sfirsttimehereanyway,soaslongasthatyouthwasn’t

heretocauseanytrouble,hedidn’treallycarewhereKaiwent.

ItwashalfanhourlaterwhenKai’ssubordinatesreunitedwithhim.



ThesecondKaisawthem,heimmediatelygrowledinalowvoice,“Well?Didanyofyoumanagetofind

him?”

“Apologies,butwecouldn’tfindhimnomatterhowhardwelooked!Theonlypeoplepresentarethe

internationalspecialforcessoldiers!”repliedoneofthesubordinatesastherestofthemshooktheir

heads.

“What?Wasthatb*stardRyugulyingtome…?”grumbledKai,adeepfrownonhisface…
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Throughthisperiod,KaihadconstantlybeencontactingRyugutogetupdatesonGerald’sassassination.

However,notonlydidRyugufailtoassassinatehim,butthatb*stardactuallydaredtotellhimthis

morningthathehadtotemporarilycancelallhisassassinationmissions!

ThoughitannoyedRyugutonoend,itwasn’tasthoughhecoulddoanythingaboutit.Thankfully,

RyugudidmentionthatGeraldwasgoingtoparticipateinthespecialforcescompetition,whichwas

whyKaihadrushedoverinthefirstplace.

Evenso,tothinkthathe’dfailtofindGeraldaftersearchingforagoodhalf-hour!

“I’llhavetodisagreewiththat.Ryuguwouldn’teverdaretolietoyou,”repliedanotherbodyguardashe

shookhishead.

TheguardshadpreviouslymetRyugutogetherwithKai,andtheyknewforafactthatRyugurespected

Kaialot.SinceRyugudidn’tevendaretoraisehisvoicebackthen,therewasnowayhewouldbedaring

enoughtolietoKai!

“Yousaythat,butdidyoumanagetofindGerald?”grumbledKai.



“…Unfortunately,no…”repliedtheguardsastheyshooktheirheadsoncemore.

“…Let’sheadbackfornow.I’mmeetingRyuguinthefleshtoseewhathehastosayaboutthis!”

scowledKaiasheclenchedhisfists,clearlyassumingthatRyuguwasplayingtricksonhim.Afterall,

thinkingback,thoughRyuguhadtoldhimthatGeraldwasheretoparticipateinthespecialforces

competition,Geraldwasn’taspecialforcessoldier.Withthatinmind,therewasnowayhewouldbea

participanthere!

Besides,KaihadseenFujikoearlier,andifGeraldtrulywashere,heshouldbebyherside.Withhismind

madeup,Kaithengesturedforhismentoleavethetrainingground…

NoticingthatKaiandhismenwereleaving,thecolonelwalkeduptohimbeforeasking,“Oh?Leaving

already,Mr.Kanagawa?”

“Indeed.Ihavesomeaffairstoattendto,soI’llbeheadingbackfirst,”repliedKaiashegotintohiscar.

Watchingasthecarswiftlyleftthescene,thecolonelcouldn’thelpbutmutter,“Whyonearthdidhe

comehereinthefirstplace…?”

Hearingthecolonel’scomment,amilitaryofficertookthechancetoreply,“Hemayhavecomehereto

lookforsomeone.Afterall,hissubordinateswerescanningthisplacehighandlowearlier.I’massuming

theyleftsincetheycouldn’tfindthepersontheywerelookingfor.”

“Hmm?Asifthere’dbeanyonehe’slookingforhere,ofallplaces…”mutteredthecolonelasheshook

hisheadindisbelief…

MovingbacktoKai,whilehewasinthecar,hemadesuretocallRyugutotellhimtomeethiminthe

teahousewheretheyhadpreviouslymet…anditwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhenKaihimselfarrived

attheappointedvenue.

WatchingasKaisteppedout,Ryuguwholookedslightlyreluctanttobethereforcedasmilebefore



walkinguptoKaiandsaying,“Mr.Kanagawa,Iapologize,butI’mextremelybusyatthemoment.Just

skiptheformalitiesandtellmewhatyouneed.IhavetoleaveassoonasIcan…”

Scoffinginresponse,Kaithensneered,“Hah!Beforeanythingelse,allowmetocongratulateyoufor

successfullymakingafooloutofme!”

RaisingaslightbrowashewatchedKaiwalkpasthim,thepuzzledRyuguwaspromptedtoask,“…Make

afooloutofyou?WhywouldIeverdosuchathing…?”

ThoughheneverreallylikedKai,hewouldn’teverdaretomakeafooloutofKai.Withthatinmind,he

ranafterKaiwhohadalreadyenteredtheteahousebeforehurriedlyadding,“Pleaseelaborate,Mr.

Kanagawa.HowexactlydidImakeafooloutofyou?Youcan’tjustlabelmealiarthatunfairly!”

IgnoringRyugu,Kaisimplylookedattheshop’sownerbeforeordering,“Twopotsoftea.”

Completelyconfusedbythispoint,Ryuguwhodidn’twantKaitobeoffendedanyfurtherthensaid,

“Pleasetellmewhattheproblemis,Mr.Kanagawa…”
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“Playingdumb?Fine!Sinceyouwishtoknowsomuch,I’llspellitoutforyou!YoutoldmethatGerald

hadgonetothemilitarytraininggroundsthismorning,remember?Thenwhythehellwasn’thethere?”

growledKaiasheglaredatRyugu.

“You…wentover?”repliedthesurprisedRyugu.

“DidIstutter?Regardless,mysubordinatessearchedforhalfanhourtonoavail!WhileFujikowasthere,

therewerenotracesofGeraldatall!Withthatsaid,areyoutryingtocontinuefoolingmeor

something?”sneeredKai.



“…IknowforafactthatGeraldparticipatedinthespecialforcescompetitiontogetherwithFujiko.With

thatsaid,heshouldbetherewithher.Couldhehavenoticedyoubeforeyousawhim?Thatwould’ve

definitelypromptedhimtohidetillyouleft!”suggestedRyuguashescratchedthebackofhishead.

“It’sneedlesstosaythatnow.Eitherway,sincewe’realreadyhere,allowmetoaskwhyyouhaven’t

gottenridofGeraldevenafterthatweekIgaveyou.Hell,youeventoldmenottomakeamoveonhim

forthetimebeing.AretheHanyuassassinsnotcapableenoughtotakehimon?”scoffedRyugu,not

wantingtohearanyofRyugu’sexcuses.

Hearingthat,Ryugucouldonlysighashereplied,“…Itisabitinconvenientforustodealwiththis

case…”

Afterall,notonlyhadheyettosaveEndoandIzumi,buthehadlostseveralotherHanyuassassinsin

theprocessaswell.Withhowhumiliatingthisdefeatwas,therewasnowayRyuguwasgoingto

willinglyembarrasshimselfbytellingKaiwhathadhappened.

“Inconvenient?I’vebeencooperatingwiththeHanyusthisentiretime,no?Actually,Idowonderif

you’rehidingsomethingfromme,”growledKaiashefrowned.

ForRyugutofailtotakeGeraldoutevenafterbeinggivenallthistime…Whatwastheissue?Hehadto

gettothebottomofallthistoday!Otherwise,Geraldwouldsimplybeabletocontinuelivingfreeand

easy!

Thoughhewasreluctanttotalkaboutit,RyuguknewthatKaiwasn’tgoingtolethimoffthateasilyifhe

continuedkeepinghismouthshut.Withthatinmind,Ryuguthenasked,“Do…youreallywishtoknow

theentiresituation…?”

“Cutthecr*pandjusttellmealready!”grumbledKaiashetookasipofteabeforeslammingtheteacup

ontothetable.

Sighing,Ryuguthenreplied,“I…thinkyouknowEndoandIzumi,right…?”



“Ofcourse.They’rebothteamleadersofyourfamily’smanyassassinationteams,no?Youknow,ifyou

hadjustsentthosetwotogetridofGerald,I’msurethemissionwouldhavebeenoverinasinglenight!

AreyouworriedthatIcan’taffordtocommissionthosetwoorsomething?”saidKaislightlyimpatiently.

“…Actually,theywerethefirstIsentout-”

“Thenwhat’stheissue?Didtheygorogueorsomething?”

Takingadeepbreath,Ryuguthensaid,“…Ifyoucouldjustletmefinish,Mr.Kanagawa…Thetruthis,

they’vegonemissingeversincetheyenteredtheFutabamanor!”

“…Missing?”repliedKaiwithadeepfrown.

Thoughhewasn’taHanyu,hewaswellawareofhowstrongEndoandIzumiwere.KillingGerald

should’vebeenacinchforthem…

“Indeed…Eversincetheyentered,Ihaven’tgottennewsaboutthemtillthisveryday…”muttered

Ryuguwithaheavysigh,makingitclearthatthiswasanextremelyworryingincidenttohim.Afterall,if

EndoandIzumireallyweredead,thenhisfamilywouldn’tbeabletobearthelosses…
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Whatmore,aslongasGeraldwasinthepicture,therewasahighchancethattheHanyuswouldn’tever

beabletokidnapFujikotothreatenTakuya.

“…What?Yousentbothofthemyetneitherofthemhasreportedback?”repliedKaiinbewilderment.

“Iwouldn’tlieaboutsomethinglikethis…Regardless,afterlosingcontactwiththem,IpursuedGeralda

fewdaysago…Unfortunately,hekilledseveralofmymenintheprocess.Ifyouwantproof,justheadto



theYamashitafamily’sdesertedmountain…Ilefttheircorpsesthere…”explainedRyuguasheshookhis

headinresignation.Thiswashonestlybeyondhumiliatingforhimtoadmit.Afterall,thislosswasunlike

anythingtheHanyushadeverfacedbefore…

“…IsGeraldreallythatstrong…?”mutteredKaiwithafrown.Kai,forone,hadonlybrieflymetGerald.

Asfarasheknew,GeraldwasjustanaverageJoe.Whilehecould’vehiredanordinarykillertogoafter

Gerald,hehadoptedtogetRyugu’shelpsincehewantedthemurdertobeperfect.Ittrulyhadn’t

occurredtohimthattheHanyuswouldhavetroubletakingGeraldout!

“Wewould’vetakenhimoutagesagoifhewasn’t!”repliedRyuguashesighedagain,wonderinghow

hewasgoingtogetmoreinformationaboutEndoandIzumi’ssituation.Ryugu,forone,figuredthatthe

patriarchhadn’tlearnedoftheduo’sdisappearanceyet.Oncehedid,however,thepatriarchwould

surelyflyintoarage…

“…Howtrulyodd…HowdidtheFutabasgetacquaintedwithsuchastrongperson..?IheardthatGerald

wasjustafamilyguest.However,ifTakuya’sfamilyhadsuchapowerfulally,whydidheonlyaskfor

Gerald’shelpafterhisfamilygotreducedtosuchastate?”mutteredKaiashepouredanothercupof

teaforhimselfbeforetakingasip.

“That’sthereasonItoldyoutolaylowforthetimebeing.IwishtoinvestigatefurtherintoGerald’s

backgroundfirst.Speakingofwhich,sinceI’vealreadysaidthismuch,youshouldknowaboutan

incidentthathappenedbackwhenwewereonthatdesertedmountain.Yousee,webumpedintoan

elderoftheYamashitafamily.Somethingshappened,butlongstoryshort,thatoldmangaveGerald

andFujikoachancetoescapewhileIwasn’tpayingattention!”explainedRyuguinaslightlyreluctant

tone.

Thoughhedidn’treallywanttosharethisinformation,hefiguredthatKaiwouldonlycontinueto

misunderstandthesituationifhedidn’ttellhimthefullstory.BytellingKaiallthis,notonlywould

Ryuguavoidmoreunnecessarytrouble,buthecouldalsopotentiallygetsomehelpfromtheKanagawas.

“…What?You’retellingmethattheYamashitashavearelationshipwiththeFutabas?That’simpossible!

I’veneverheardofthisbefore!”repliedKai.



“…Whateverthecaseis,I’llbefocusingoninvestigatingGerald’sstrengthandbackgroundforthetime

being.I’llalsobelookingintotherelationshipbetweentheFutabasandtheYamashitas.Withthatsaid,

theHanyuswon’tbemakingamovetillwegetsufficientinformationonthesituation.Afterall,while

wecanaffordtooffendtheFutabas,offendingtheYamashitaswillsurelyspelldoomformyfamily…”
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Sincehehadalreadysaidthismuch,Ryugufiguredthathemayaswelljustrevealallhisthoughtsonthe

situation.

“…Isee.ThankgodIaskedyouaboutthisfirst…Otherwise,Icould’veeasilygottenmyselfkilledifI

continuedpursuingGeraldtoday!”repliedKaiwhowasalreadydrenchedincoldsweatafterhearingall

that.Afterall,whocould’veguessedthatGeraldwasactuallythisstrong?Hewasstrongenoughtotake

ontwooftheHanyufamily’sstrongestassassinsforheaven’ssake!

Thinkingaboutit,hadKaibumpedintoGeraldearlierandcausedascene,hewasnowworriedthatthe

soldierswouldn’thavebeenabletoprotecthimatall…

“Indeed…Regardless,what’syourdecisiononthematter…?”askedRyugu.

“…I’llbeheadingbackfirsttoconsiderallthis…However,IstillwantGeralddeadbytheendofallthis.

Nomatterhowmuchittakes,Iwon’tresteasytillhe’ssixfeetunder!”growledKai,grittinghisteethas

heclenchedhisfiststightly.

Noddinginresponse,Ryuguthenrubbedhishandsforawhilebeforeasking,“…Beforethat…There’s

somethingI’dlikeyoutoclarify,ifyoudon’tmind…”

“Askaway,”repliedKai.

“Well…yourfamilywillsoonbeunitedwiththeFutabas,right…?Throughmarriage?Withthatinmind,

isn’tGeraldaguestoftheFutabas?Whyareyousohellbentonkillinghim…?That’sjustmebeing

curious,feelfreenottoanswer…”saidRyugu,worriedthatKaiwouldoverthinkhisquestion.



“…Thatdoesn’tconcernyou.Also,don’teveraskmeaboutthisagain!”grumbledKaiashisgazeturned

gloomy.Hewasgoingtocarrythissecrettohisgrave!HaditnotbeenforthefactthatRyuguwasthe

leaderoftheHanyu’sassassinteamandthatRyuguwasstillslightlyusefultohim,Kaiwould’vealready

orderedhissubordinatestokillthatmanforaskingsuchanoutrageousquestion!

“…Understood,”repliedRyugu,notwantinganyunnecessarytroublefromKai.

“Eitherway,let’sjustcallitadayfornow.I’llstartinvestigatingGeraldandtheFutabasonceIgetback.

I’llbesuretoinformyouifIfindanything.Asforyou,don’tthinkaboutslackingoffonthismission.

Remember,aslongasyoukillGerald,I’mwillingtopaytripleofwhatIinitiallypromised!”declaredKai

ashefinishedhisteaandgottohisfeet.

WatchingasKaiwalkedout,Ryugusimplyreplied,“Noproblem…”

Ryugu,forone,wassurethattheKanagawaswouldbeabletofindoutmoreaboutGeraldwithouttoo

muchtrouble.

Regardless,onceKaigotintothecar,helitacigarettebeforecrossinghislegs.

Withthecardoorsnowclosed,oneofhismencouldn’thelpbutsay,“…He’slying,right…?There’sno

wayGeraldwouldbestrongenoughtokillsomanyoftheHanyufamily’sassassins.It’sevenmore

unbelievabletothinkthathe’scapableenoughtodefeatEndoandIzumi!AndtheFutabashavinga

goodrelationshipwiththeYamashitas?Asifthatwouldeverhappen!”
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“…IfeelthatRyuguwouldn’tlieaboutthis,”repliedKaiasheshookhishead.Thoughhedidn’tcontact

Ryugumuch,heunderstoodtheman’scharacterwell.

“…Butifwhathesaidwastrue,thenGeraldtrulyhasinhumanstrength…!He’sdefinitelynotsomeone



wecandealwith!Doyouthinkhe’srelatedtothoseWestoncultivators…?”askedthesubordinatewho

knewaboutthesethingssincehehadbeenworkingforKaiforsomanyyears.

“Canit!”retortedKaiashefrowneddeeply.Cultivators,ingeneral,couldn’tbetalkedaboutsocasually.

EventhoughKaiandhissubordinateweren’tcultivators,ifwordgotoutabouttheexistenceof

cultivators-andthecultivatorsfoundthattheywerethesourceoftheinformationleak-,theywould

surelyberuined!

EventhoughKaiwasnostrangertousinghisfamily’snametocommitallsortsofcrimes,heknewbetter

thantopickabonewithcultivators.He,forone,understoodthatevenhisfamilywouldbeburdenedby

allthisifsuchascenariocametobe,sohewasn’tcountingonthemtoprotecthim.

“I-I’msorry,Mr.Kanagawa!P-puttingthataside…ShouldwestartinvestigatingGerald…?”askedthe

subordinateasheimmediatelyloweredhishead.

“…Leavehimbeforthemoment.There’ssomethingelsethat’smuchmoreimportantatthemoment,”

saidKaiwithasigh.

“…Are…youreferringtotherelationshipbetweentheFutabasandtheYamashitas…?”askedthe

subordinate.

“Indeed.Theexistenceofninjashasalwaysbeenatrickytopictoconfirm.Afterall,nobody’sever

claimedtoseeonebefore.However,nowthatRyugu’spersonallywitnessedone,thingscouldgetalot

messieriftherereallyissomethingbetweenthosetwofamilies,”repliedKaiashetookadeepbreath.

ThoughhedesperatelywantedGeraldgone,withthe

Yamashitasnowintheequation,heknewbetterthantoactrashly.

Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatGeraldwascapableofdefeatingEndoandIzumidespitetheircombined

strength.Unlesshehiredthetopinternationalhitmenintheworld,Kaiwasprettysurehewouldn’tever

poseathreattoGerald…



Thinkingaboutit,Kairaisedhishandbeforesaying,“…Staysilentforamoment”

Itwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenhisfrownfinallyeasedalittle.Infact,Kaisoonrevealedavictorious

smileashesaid,“…Tellme,what’sEndoandIzumi’srankintheinternationalassassinlist?”

“Theyshouldbesomewherenearranktwenty,”repliedthesubordinatewhoasKai’ssubordinate

neededtoknowthepositionsofalltheinfluentialpeopleinJapan.

“Ifthat’sthecase,IjustneedtohirethetoptenassassinstofinishGeraldoff,right?Withtheirlevelof

expertise,I’msuretheycandothedeedwithouttheFutabaandYamashitafamily’sknowledge!”

declaredKaiasheheldontohischin.

“That’sdefinitelyaviablesolution,Mr.Kanagawa!However…ifGeraldreallyisasstrongasRyugu

describedhimtobe…Whatiftheassassinsfailtotakehimout…?”askedthesubordinate.

“…What?ThosefromthetoptenarecapableenoughtoassassinatepresidentsfromtheWesternUnion!

Withthatsaid,there’snowaythey’dhavetroubledealingwithasmallfrylikeGerald!Attheveryleast,

eveniftheydofailtokillhim,Ibelievethattheirprofessionalethicswillprotectouridentities!Because

ofthat,IhavenodoubtsthatthismissionwillbecompletedwithoutahitchonceIhirethem!”
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AfterhearingwhatKaihadtosay,thefoursubordinatesexchangedglancesbeforesaying,“…We

supposeyou’reright!”

JustasKaihadsaid,eveniftheassassinsdidfailtokillGerald,theyprobablywouldn’texposewhohad

hiredthem.Whilethisprobablymeantthatmoremoneyneededtobespent,whatwasmoneytothe

Kanagawas?Honestly,hiringahitmanwasprobablycheaperthanwhatKaiwasusedtospendingatbars

everynight!



“Thenthatsettlesit!Hurryandusemynametocontactthetoptenassassinsonthelist!Thecloserthey

aretous,thesoonerthatb*starddies!Also,makesuretotellthemthatiftheyfulfilltheirmission,I’ll

increasetheirpaymenttouptothirtypercenthigherthanthemarketprice!”declaredKaiasheslapped

histhigh.

Afterallthathadhappened,KaiknewbetterthantotrusttheHanyuswiththiscase.Notonlywould

relyingonthembeawasteoftime,buthewasprettysurethatthedeposithepaidthemwasgoingto

endupbeingacompletewasteofmoneyaswell.

Regardless,justasKai’ssubordinatefishedhisphoneout,themansuddenlyfrozebeforeturningtolook

atKaiandwhispering,“…Um…Mr.Kanagawa…?”

“…What?Justsayitalready!”mutteredtheimpatientKai.

Gulping,thesubordinatethenstuttered,“W-well…Ifthemasterlearnsaboutallthis…”

AsidefrombeingKai’ssubordinates,thesemenwerealsomembersoftheKanagawafamily.Withthat

inmind,thesubordinatesknewthatifanythinghappenedtoKai,theywouldhavetobearfull

responsibility.ItwasthereasonwhytheyalwaysnotifiedtheKanagawapatriarchwheneverKaistepped

outofline.Doingsopromptedthepatriarchtostepforwardandresolvethematter…

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Kaiwhohateditwhenhissubordinatesusedhisfather’snameto

threatenordisciplinehimthenretorted,“Hewon’tfindoutaslongasallofuskeepitasecret,right?”

AfterworkingasKai’ssubordinatesforsomanyyears,thesemenwerehonestlynodifferentthanhis

confidants.WhiletheykneweverythingaboutKai,Kaihimselfknewthattheywereonlyhiredbyhis

fathertokeepacloseeyeonhim.

Thoughthatmeantthathisfathernowkneweverymovehemade,Kaicouldn’tjustbanishhismen

away.Afterall,notonlywoulddoingsolosehimhisfreedom,buthealsoneededthemtodolotsof

thingsforhim.



Whateverthecasewas,Kaiwaswellawarethathisfatherusuallyturnedablindeyeaslongashedidn’t

doanythingexcessive.Evenifhedidendupcreatingamess,aslongasitwasn’tovertheline,hisfather

wouldsurelystepin.However,nowthathewashiringthetoptenassassins,evenKaiknewthathewas

clearlypushingit.

“B-butthemastertoldustoinformhimofyoureverymove,Mr.Kanagawa…!Ifyou’rereallygoing

throughwiththis,it’simpossiblethatwehideitfromhim!

Afterall,ifthoseassassinscreateamesshere,theunpreparedmasterwon’tbeabletoresolveitthat

easily!”criedoutoneofthesubordinates.

AllofKai’smenknewthatifthingswentsouthandtheydidn’treportanyofthistothepatriarch,none

ofthemwouldbeabletobeartheresponsibility…!

Hearingthat,Kaisighedbeforetakingacigaretteoutandlightingit.Puffingontoitforamoment,he

eventuallysaidinalowvoice,“…Howlonghaveyoumenworkedforme?’

“Almosttenyearsbynow,youngmaster!”repliedthemeninunison.

“SinceI’veneveraskedaboutthespecificsofwhatyoureportedtomyfatherthroughouttheseyears

notthatI’mblamingyou,Ionlyaskinreturnthatyoudon’tinformhimaboutwhatI’mabouttodo.Just

thisonce,”saidKaiwithafrown.
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Kai,forone,understoodthatthiswashisbestshotatgettingridofGerald.IfGeraldsomehowleftJapan

beforehemanagedtodothedeed,thenKaiwaspositivethathewouldlosetrackofGeraldforgood.If

thatcametobe,thenhe’dhavetokeepallthisbitternessinhisheartforever!

“…T-that…”mutteredhismenastheylookedateachotherindismay,wonderinghowtoevenproceed.



Seeinghowworriedtheywere,Kaithenfishedafewbankcardsoutfromthecar’scompartmentand

handedonetoeachofthembeforesaying,“Here.Eachofthesehasamilliondollarsinthem.Feelfree

tofinishthecashup.”

Afterlookingatthecardsforawhile,eventually,allthesubordinatescoulddowasacceptthem.Forone,

theyknewthatKaiwasreallydesperatetoendGerald’slifeandthatthiswashisbestchanceofdoingso.

However,theywerealsowellawarethattheywouldhavetofacehismightywrathiftheydeclined.

Whateverthecasewas,asallofKai’ssubordinatesthoughtaboutit,theyslowlyassuredthemselves

thatsuchhighprofileassassinswereextremelyconfidentialwiththeirinformation.Withthatinmind,as

longasnobodysaidanything,thepatriarchwouldneverfindout.

Regardless,afterthelastofhissubordinatesacceptedhiscards,Kaiwaspromptedtoask,“…Iassume

we’reallinagreement,then?”

“…Onlythisonce,youngmaster…However,knowthatifthemasterlearnsaboutthis,we’llbeinboiling

hotwater…”mutteredoneofhissubordinates.Thoughthestakeswerehigh,thesubordinatescouldn’t

denythatamilliondollarswasequivalenttosixyears’worthofsalary.

“Cutthecr*pandcontactthoseassassinsalready!Westillneedtoseewho’swillingtotakethemission!

Remember,thesoonerwegetridofGerald,thesoonerthisaffairwillbedonewith!”repliedKaiashe

gesturedforthemtogettoitinaslightlyimpatienttone.

“Loudandclear!”declaredhissubordinateswhoimmediatelygottowork…

Backatthetraininggrounds,anentiredayofcompetitionshadpassed,anditwasfinallytimeforthe

results.ThoughAidendidn’tscoretoohigh,hisresultsweren’tbadeither.Attheveryleast,hisresults

wereaboveaverage.

GeraldhimselfhadnoideathatKaihadcomelookingforhiminthefirstplace.Sincehehadrestedin



themorning,hefeltparticularlyenergeticbythetimenightcame.Withthatinmind,beforeAiden

returned,Geraldmadesuretoheadtoanearbyrestauranttobuyhimamountainoffoodfordinner.

Soonafter,Aidenenteredtheroom,lookingquitebewilderedashesaid,“…You’renotgoingtobelieve

thisbut…Ms.Fujikogotmuchhigherresultsthanme…!”

“Howmuchhigher?”askedGeraldashewatchedAidentakehiscoatoff.

“Shegotfourthplaceinthecompetitiontoday,whichmeansthatshe’stenranksaboveme!”replied

Aidenwithashrug.Honestly,hehadexpectedhertoranklast.

“Fujikowasn’tgiventhetitleof‘QueenofSoldiers’fornothing,youknow?Ihaveafeelingthatifyou

twoduelagainsteachother,she’llprobablywin.Youcouldinviteherforaduelifyou’dliketotestthat

statement!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

GeraldwasconfidentinFujiko’smartialartsskills.Afterall,hehadwitnessedhowwellshehadheldher

groundbackwhenshewasbeingattackedbehindthehotelthatnight.Haditnotbeenforthefactthat

herphysiqueheldherback,shecouldhavedefinitelytakenherassailantout.Ifthathadhappened,then

Geraldwouldn’thavehadtostepforwardtosaveher.

“I’drathernot…I’mexhaustedenoughaftercompetingforanentireday…NowIjustwanttohave

dinnerandrestforawhilebeforepreparingfortomorrow’sevents…”saidAidenasheshookhishead.

Afterafulldayofcompetitions,hefeltthathewasgoingtocollapseatanymoment.

“Thenlet’seatsoyoucanheadtobedearlyoncewe’redone,”repliedGeraldashegesturedtowardthe

diningtable.

Withthatsaid,theythenbeganhavingtheirmeals,makingsuretodiscussanyotherissuesthatneeded

resolvinginbetweenbites…



Fastforwardtothenextmorning,AidenandFujikoleftforthetraininggroundagaintoresumethe

competition.GeraldandMasterGhost,ontheotherhand,remainedinthelivingroomtodiscussthe

secretsoftheseamap…

Shortlyafter,afishingshipcouldbeseendockingthecoastofJapan…

Chapter2149

Followingthat,amandonningblackclotheswholookedtobearoundsixfeettallgotoutoftheship.

Sincehisfacewascoveredbyamask,onlyhissharpeyeswerevisible…

Thoughhewasn’tholdingontoanything,anyonewhocameacrosshimkepttheirdistance.Therewas

justsomethingoffwithhisaura…

Regardless,themaneventuallyenteredablackcarbythecoastbeforebeingdrivenoff…

Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,KaicouldbeseensmokinginavillaneartheKanagawamanor.Sitting

onhisleftandright,weretwoyoung,nakedwomen,andstandingbeforehim,wereafewofhis

subordinates.

ThoughKai’shandscontinuouslygropedthetwobeauties,thesubordinateslookedcompletelyunfazed,

almostasthoughtheywerealreadyusedtowitnessingsuchscenes.Asidefromoccasionallyglimpsing

attheirbodies,thesubordinatesmostlykepttheireyestothemselves.Afterall,theyknewthatthey’d

eventuallygettoplaywiththewomenaswell.

Usually,afterKaihadhisfunwithhiswomen,hewouldthenpassthemovertohismenas‘rewards’.

Duetothat,Kai’ssubordinateshadhadthepleasureofplayingaroundwithnotonlyprostitutionmodels,

butalsosomeofthelowerrankedcelebritiesinJapan!

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongbeforeKai’sphonebegantoring.Afterpickingitup,Kairemainedsilentfora

whilebeforeloweringitandsaying,“He’shere.”



“…Huh?Who’shere?”askedoneofthesubordinates.

“Whatdoyoumeanwho’shere?It’stheassassin!He’sarrivedinJapanandiscurrentlyonhiswayover

inhiscar!Heshouldbeherewithinthehour…”grumbledKai.

“Oh?Shouldweleave,then?”askedthetwowomen.

“Juststayhere.However,Iwantbothofyoutoimmediatelyforgetwhatyou’veheardlateron,gotit?

Exposeusanditwon’tbelongbeforetheconsequencescatchuptoyou.Anddon’tsayanything

unnecessary,understand?”repliedKaiashefirmlygraspedtheirshoulders.Kai,forone,hadn’tsatisfied

hislustyet.Sowhatiftheyweremeetinganassassin?Itwasn’tasthoughhewasdoinganythingwrong.

Hearingthatandunderstandinghowimportantthiswas,thewomenimmediatelynoddedbeforesaying,

“Understood!”

Thetwogirlshadalreadywitnessedhowterriblythingscouldgowrongifpeoplelikethemfailedto

obeytheirorders.Withthatinmind,aslongastheyobeyedKai’swords,notonlywouldtheybegranted

justaboutanything,butthey’dalsoavoidahorribledeath.

Noddinginresponse,Kaithenlookedatoneofhissubordinatesandasked,“So,where’stheassassin

from?”

“He’sfromthesoutheastandhiscodenameisVulture.Rankedeighthontheassassinlist,he’swanted

byboththeWesternUnionandafewoftheEuropeancountries.Thoughhe’saworld-classcriminal,

nobody’sbeenabletocapturehim,”repliedhissubordinateashereadouttheinformationonhis

phone.

“Asexpected,thosefromthetoptentrulyareextraordinary…Tothinkthathe’sbeenabletoescapethe

WesternUnion’sgraspthisentiretime!Withhowcapableheis,I’msureitwon’tbelongtillGerald

finallymeetshisend!”declaredKaiashenoddedinsatisfaction.



Hadhethoughtaboutthisearlier,hewouldn’tevenhavebotheredlookingfortheHanyus.Withhow

viciousthoseonthetoptenwere,Geraldcould’vebeendeadbynow!Beingprofessionals,Kaiwasalso

surethatGerald’scorpsewouldbedealtwithsoefficientlythathismurderwouldneverbesolved…

Notlongafter,aknockcouldbeheardonthedoor,promptingKaitoimmediatelygettohisfeetashe

exclaimed,“Vultureishere!”

Uponhearingthat,thedoorwasopenedandinsteppedthemaninblackfrombefore…

Thesecondheentered,everyonecouldimmediatelyfeelhowimmenselypressuringhisaurawas.Even

thetwowomenfrombeforeimmediatelylookedtowardthefloor,notdaringtolooktheassassininthe

face…
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Afterglancingaroundforabit,VultureimmediatelystaredstraightatKaibeforeaskinginalowand

hoarse,“…KanagawaKai,Ipresume?”

“That,Iam.Sinceyoucameallthewayfromthesoutheast,dogetsomerestfirst.Speakingofwhich,

I’vealsopreparedthesetwobeautiesforyou.Feelfreetodowhateveryouwantwiththem,”repliedKai

ashegesturedtowardthetwowomen.

“Isee.ThenI’llbethankingyouinadvance,then!”declaredVulturewhowasn’tabouttosaynotosuch

beautifulwomen.Afterall,thewomenfromwherehecamefromwereallunsightly,tosaytheleast.

TheywereincomparabletoJapanesewomen!

Withthatsaid,Vulturethenremovedhiscoatbeforeplacinghisarmsonthetwowomen’sshoulders

andguidingthemintooneoftherooms.

Oncetheywereinside,oneofKai’ssubordinatescouldn’thelpbutask,“…Um…Mr.Kanagawa…?What



iftheyendup…youknow…dead…?”

WhileitwastruethatKai’smenwerenostrangerstocrimeandtheyweren’tagainsthurtingwomen,

murderwasalinenoneofthemdaredtocross.

Hearingthat,Kaisimplywavedhishandbeforereplyingrathernonchalantly,“What’stheretobeafraid

of?They’rejusttworandomuniversitystudents.AslongashekillsGerald,I’mwillingtolethimhavehis

waywithevenfamouslocalstars!”

Withthatsaid,Kaithenlitacigarettebeforesmiling,promptinghismentoremainsilentastheywaited

forVulturetobedone.FromhowpleasedKailooked,itwasalmostasthoughhecouldalreadysee

Gerald’sdemiseinVulture’shands…

Whateverthecasewas,itwasn’tlongbeforeVultureexitedtheroom.Slippinghisclotheson,hethen

said,“Apologiesforkeepingyouwaiting,Mr.Kanagawa.”

Takingapeekintotheroom,Kaisawthatthetwowomenwerelyingonthebed,motionless.Italmost

feltliketheyweredead…Evenso,Kaifeltmoreenviousthananything.Afterall,afterbingingonwine

andwomenthroughouttheyears,hisbodyhadbeencompletelyruinedtothepointwherehefoundit

hardtoevengeterect.

AsKaiwasresentingthatfact,Vulturefinishedbuttoninguphiscoatandsatonthecouchbefore

laughingasheadded,“Still,thosetwowerefartooweak!”

Feelingmorehumiliatedthaneverafterhearingthat,Kaithennoddedbeforereplying,“…Eitherway,

nowthatyou’vehadyourfun,couldwegettobusiness,sir?”

Shrugging,Vulturesimplysaid,“Finewithme.”

“Alright,so…There’sthispersoncalledGeraldCrawford,andhe’saguestoftheFutabafamily.Ihaven’t



managedtofullyinvestigatehisbackground,butIdoknowthathe’sratherstrong.Afterall,noteven

theHanyuswereabletohurthim,”explainedKaiashegesturedforhismentobringoverGerald’s

detailsbeforehandingthemtoVulture.

“Hah!WhatkindofcrappyfamilyistheHanyus?Dotheyevendeservetobecalledassassins?”scoffed

Vulture,notevenbotheringtoreadthenoteshehadbeenhanded.AllhedidwasstareatGerald’s

photographforawhilebeforesnortingdisdainfully.

ThoughKaiwasleftmomentarilystunned,hequicklylaughedaloudbeforereplying,“Yougotthat

right!”

WhileitwastruethatEndoandIzumiwererankedquitehighontheassassinlist,therewas

undoubtedlyamassivegapbetweenthemandthetoptenassassins…Withthatinmind,Vulturehad

everyrighttolookdownontheHanyus…
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WithhowconfidentVulturesounded,KaiwassurethatGeraldwoulddefinitelybemurderedthistime…!

AfterlookingatGerald’spictureforawhileandmemorizingit,Vulturecouldn’thelpbutfeelthatGerald

lookedslightlyfamiliar.Whilehecouldn’ttellwhythatwas,hemadesuretohidehiscuriositybyasking,

“Regardless,whileIcandefinitelyfinishhimoff,aboutthecommission…”

Hearingthat,Kaigesturedatoneofhismenbeforesaying,“Bringitover.”

Noddinginresponse,thesubordinatethendisappearedintoanotherroombeforequicklyreturningwith

asuitcase…

WatchingashissubordinateopeneditbeforeVulture,Kaithencrossedhislegsbeforeadding,“There’s

twomilliondollarsinthere.IfyoukillGeraldwithinthreedays,I’lltransferfivemillionmoredollarsinto

yourbankaccountastherestofyourcommission.Ifitextendspastthreedays,however,I’llhaveto

lowerittofourmilliondollarsinstead.Evenso,Ibelieveyou’llneedaweekatmosttotakehimout.



Whatdoyousay?”

“Finebyme,”repliedVulture.Afterall,hewasbeinggivensevenmilliondollarswhenthetargetwasn’t

evenatycoonorseniorgovernmentofficial!Aslongasheplannedrightanddideverythingcorrectly,

thismissionwasgoingtobeacinch!

“Verywell,then!Yourtaskbeginstomorrowmorning!Speakingofwhich,feelfreetoresthereinthe

nextfewdays,sir.Thosetwowomenwillnaturallyremainhereforyourpleasure.However,ifyoudon’t

thinkthey’reenough,feelfreetoaskformore!Aslongasyou’reabletokillGeraldwithintheallocated

time,I’llgrantyouanything!”declaredKaiwithasmile.

Followingthat,VulturewatchedasKaiandhissubordinatesleftthevilla.Oncetheyweregone,hetook

asipofwaterbeforereturningtohisroom…

AsforKaiandhismen,aftergettingintotheircar,oneofhissubordinatescouldn’thelpbutask,“Where

tonow,Mr.Kanagawa…?”

“Totheentertainmentcompany.Theyorganizedaselectioneventrecently,right?Let’sseeifthereare

anybeautiesaround!It’shightimewecelebrated!”repliedKaidelightedly.SinceGeraldwasnowas

goodasdeadtohim,Kaiwassoelatedthathehonestlywantedtohaveacarracejusttoshowhow

overjoyedhewas.

“Gotit!”repliedhissubordinatewithanodbeforedrivingthecartowardtheKanagawa’sentertainment

company…

AsforGerald,henaturallyhadnoideaaboutanyofthis.Regardless,afteragoodnight’srest,the

energizedyouthdecidedtowalkaroundthetraininggroundsalonewhileAidenandFujikoheadedoffto

participateinmorecompetitions.

Naturally,hewasn’tdoingthisjusttohaveastroll.Thetruthwas,GeraldwantedtolocatetheCrawford

cultivatorfrombefore.



Afterall,beforehittingthehaythenightbefore,hehadmomentarilysensedthatperson’spresence.

Fromwhathecouldtell,thepersonwaseitherwithinthetraininggroundorsomewherenearit.Since

thiswasanurbanarea,therewerenumeroushotelsforthatcultivatortohidein.

WhileGeraldwasn’treallyafraidofthatperson,hewasworriedthattroublecouldbrewifheallowed

thecultivatortodoashepleased.Gerald,forone,didn’twantthoseclosetohimtogetaffectedbythat.

Ashewaswalkingaround,GeraldbumpedintoIchirowhowasquicktojogoverbeforeasking,“Oh?

Whatareyoudoinghere,Mr.Crawford?”

“I’mjusttakingastroll,”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.
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“Ifyoudon’tmind,couldwetalkforabit,Mr.Crawford?”askedIchiroasheheavedasigh.Ichiro,for

one,couldn’ttalktohiscolleaguesaboutsomethingsandhedidn’thaveanyclosefriendsnearby.With

thatinmind,hefiguredthatGeraldwouldbetheperfectlistener.

“Sure.Idon’tmind,”repliedGeraldwithanod,figuringthathecouldpossiblylearnmorecluesabout

thepersonwhohadmurderedtheYanamspecialforcessoldier.Whatmore,thiswashischancetoseeif

theJapanesemilitaryhadmanagedtofigureoutthathewasAdler’smurderer.

“I’mgladyouagreed!Please,followme.Youknow,myfamilymailedsomegoodteatomerecently,I’ll

letyoutrysome,”saidIchirowithasmile.

Followingthat,theduosoonfoundthemselveswalkingintoIchiro’soffice.Uponentering,Ichiro

immediatelytoldhissecretarytogetsometeareadybeforegesturingforGeraldtotakeaseat

“Theproblemskeepstackingup,Mr.Crawford…IfI’mtobehonest,Idon’tevenknowwhereIshould

startinvestigating!ButifIdon’tstartgettingresults,Imaynotevenbeabletokeepmyjob!”muttered



Ichiroinresignation.

“You’retellingme.TheretrulyhasbeenquiteabitgoingonaroundtheJapanesetraininggrounds

recentlyStill,haven’tyoumanagedtoobtainothercluesaboutthetwomurderssincethelasttimewe

talked?”askedGeraldwithanod.

“NothingwithAdler’scase…Tothinkthatwehaven’tbeenabletofindanythingevenafterhalfamonth

haspassed!Therejustdoesn’tseemtobeanytracesofthemanleft!ItrulythinkthatAdler’s

disappearanceisanunsolvablecase…Asfortheotherperson,we’vefoundhiscorpseandsentitback

toYanam.Whilewe’recurrentlydoingathoroughinvestigationbasedonthecluesthemurdererleft

behind,wedon’tknowifwe’llbeabletosniffhimoutintheend…”explainedIchiro.

IchirowasonlyspeakingthiscasuallyaboutallthissinceheknewthatGeraldwasn’tpartofthemilitary.

HewasalsoprettysurethatGeraldwasn’tinvolvedwitheitherofthecases,whichwaswhyhedidn’t

mindsharingallthesedetailstoletoffsomesteam.

“Isee…Foryoursake,Ihopeyou’llbeabletofindtheculpritsoon…”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Thankyou…Youknow,thecoloneltoldmethatifIcontinuefailingtouncoverthesetwocases,not

onlywillthecolonelbefired,butI’llbeforcedtoresignaswell.Youcantellthatthey’reseriousjustby

howmanyJapanesemilitarysoldiersarestandingguardoverthetraininggroundsnow.Afterall,athird

casewouldbedisastrous…I’llbefrankandsaythatI’mthankfulthattheonlyvictimsarethosefrom

Yanam.ItmeansthatweonlyneedtocompensateYanamwithgiftsorsomethingelse.Ifthecases

involvedsomeonefromWeston,theWesternUnion,oranyoftheEuropeancountries,we’dtrulybein

hotwater!”saidIchiroasheshookhisheadwithasigh,clearlyvexedoutofhismind.

AsIchiro’ssecretaryreturnedwithsometeapromptingIchirotohandaglassovertoGerald,Gerald

couldn’thelpbutask,“Indeed…Speakingofwhich,there’salotofhotelsnearby,right?Sinceyouhave

themurderer’sheightandgeneralbodydescription,maybeyoucouldfindhimwithinthehotelsinthe

area.Justathought…”

Naturally,Geraldwasonlysuggestingthissincehewasplanningtodosohimselfinthefirstplace.

However,Ichirosimplyreplied,“I’vealreadydonethattonoavailHell,wediditthedayafterthe



incident,buttheresimplywerenotracesofourculprit.Isuspecthemusthaveimmediatelyfledafter

doingthedeed…”

Frowningslightly,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Areyouabsolutelysure…?”

WhileheinitiallyhadhisdoubtsthatthepersonwasaCrawfordcultivator,afterwhatIchirohadjust

toldhim,itseemedthattheculpritreallywasacultivator…
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However,thefactthattheJapaneseMilitaryhadn’tbeenabletolocatehimeventhoughGeraldhad

clearlysensedthatperson’spresencethenightbeforewaspuzzling,tosaytheleast.

“Ofcourse,Iam!Don’tworry,theinvestigationisn’tanythingconfidentialsothere’snoreasonforme

tolie,”repliedIchiroashewavedhishand.

“Indeed…Well,Iwishyouluckwithyourinvestigations!Dotellmeifyourequireanyhelp.Idon’tmind

sinceIfeelwegetalongwell,”saidGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

“…Do…Doyoureallymeanthat,Mr.Crawford?”askedIchiroaftermomentarilyfreezing.

“WhatreasonwouldIhavetolie?”repliedGeraldwithachuckle.

“That…That’swonderful!Withhowstrongyouare,theculpritwilldefinitelybecaughtinnotime!”

exclaimedIchiroratherexcitedly.Ichiro,forone,knewthatGeraldalonehadcausedquiteamesswithin

theYanamMilitary,andonlysomeoneexceedinglystrongcouldachievesuchafeat.

“Youflatterme.Regardless,I’llsticktomyword,”repliedGeraldashestuckhishandoutfora

handshake,knowingfullwellthathewasonlydoingthisinhopesofeasinghissearchfortheCrawford

cultivator.



Whatmore,withtheJapanesemilitary’sinvestigationteaminvolved,theculpritcouldn’tjustrevealhis

cultivatorabilities,thusforcinghimtotakeonGeraldwithonlyhismartialartsskills.

Regardless,onceIchirocalmeddownalittle,hecouldn’thelpbutask,“…Cometothinkofit,what

benefitdoyougetfromallthis,Mr.Crawford…?Afterall,you’llonlybewastingtimeandenergyby

helpingus…”

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthoughtupanexcuseonthespotbeforereplying,“AsI’vesaid,Ijustfeel

thatwegetalongwell.Besides,thoughAiden’sbusywiththecompetition,Idon’thaveanythingbetter

todo.”

“Isee…Well,whateverthecaseis,pleaseacceptmythanksonbehalfofthemilitaryinvestigationteam!

Ifyoumanagetocapturetheculprit,I’llsurelyaskmymilitarysuperiortorecordyourmerits!”said

IchiroashereturnedGerald’shandshake.SinceGeraldwaswillingtolendhisaidathislowest,Ichiro

nowsawGeraldasagoodfriend.

Laughinginresponse,Geraldreleasedtheirhandshakesoonafterbeforereplying,“Let’sworkhardand

capturethecrookassoonaswecan,then!”

SinceGeraldhadagreedtohelp,IchirowastednotimeandimmediatelyledGeraldtothecolonel’s

office.

Uponhearingfromthecolonel’ssecretarythatthecasecouldpotentiallybesolvedsoon,thecolonel

prioritizedreturningtohisofficeinsteadofcontinuingtowatchthecompetition.

Oncethecolonelgotthereandsatathisdesk,Ichiroimmediatelybeganreportingalltherecent

incidentstohimwhileGeraldremainedseatedonacouchwithintheroom.

Afewminuteslater,thecolonelgottohisfeetandscannedGeraldfromheadtotoebeforeasking,“…

GeraldCrawford,correct?”



“That,Iam,”repliedGeraldashegotupbeforenodding.

“Asyoualreadyknow,I’mthecoloneloftheJapanesemilitary,andIgobyShinOda.Ichirohastoldme

thatyou’rewillingtohelpussolvethetwomurders.WhileI’mhappytohearthat,Idowonderifyou

haveanyhiddenagendas…”saidOdaashereturnedanod…
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“Oh…?WhatagendascouldIprobablyhave?”askedGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow,clearlynot

expectingthecoloneltoaskthat.

“Don’tgetmewrong,butsinceI’mtheoneincharge,Ineedtoremainvigilantatalltimes.We’reall

awareofthegiantmessyoucreatedbackinYanam,Gerald.WiththeYanammilitary’sleadermissing

whichiswhyCarterisnowinchargeI’msimplyworriedthatyoumaydothesametoourmilitary,”

repliedOdaashestatedatGerald.

Withhowdangerousthismissionwas,Odaknewthatifthingsgotoutofcontrol,therewasahigh

chancethatanyonepresentwouldbeasgoodasdead…

Hearingthat,Geraldburstoutlaughingbeforeexplaining,“WhileIcanunderstandwhereyou’recoming

from,I’mafraidyoustilldon’tunderstandhowIoperate.Yousee,IonlydidthattotheYanammilitary

sincetheykidnappedmyfriend.Theyevenusedhislifetothreatenme,yousee.Withthatinmind,I

assumeyou’llseethingsfrommypointofView?”

“Ihaveheardaboutthattoo,”repliedOdawhohadpreviouslybeentoldthesamethingwhilehewas

researchingtheYanamincident.

Honestly,Odawould’vetriedhisbesttosavehisfriendaswelliftheywerekidnappedbytheYanam

military.Ofcourse,hewasn’tasstrongasGerald,sohewould’veusedothermethodstodoso.



Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthensaid,“Eitherway,I’mjusthelpingyousinceIgetalongwellwith

Noda.Iwon’tdenythatI’mjustdoingthisbecauseI’mboredeither.However,ifyoustillthinkI’mtoo

dangerous,feelfreetorejectmyoffer.Ifyoudo,Iwon’taskanyfurtheraboutthisaffair,”saidGeraldin

alowvoice.

WhiletherewasaninstantchangeinIchiro’sexpressionuponhearingthat,sinceOdawaspresent,

Ichiroremainedsilentonthespot…

Shakinghishead,thecolonelquicklyreplied,“Justtobeclear,thisaffairisbetweenyouandIchiro.I

havenothingtodowithanyofthis,andI’mjustmakingaroutineinquiry.Withthatsaid,you’refreeto

help,thoughifanythinghappens,knowthatIchiro’stobearfullresponsibility.”

Oda,forone,knewbetterthantomesswithastrongpersonlikeGerald.Evenso,hecouldn’tdenythat

Geraldwasaveryviablesolutiontocapturingtheculprit.Regardless,sincethisconversationhadbeen

recordedbytherecordingsystemintheoffice,Odanowknewthatifanytroublearose,Ichirowouldbe

theonetoblameinsteadofhim.

“Don’tworry,sir!GeraldandIwilldefinitelycapturealltheculpritsinnotimeflat!”declaredIchiroas

hepattedhischest.

“Iawaityourgoodnews,then.Speakingofwhich,you’reaWestoner,right,Gerald?I’llbegivingyoua

temporaryidentityinthemeantimesinceIcan’tthinkofanyotherwaytojustifyyouworkingforour

military’sinvestigationteam.This’llmakethingsmuchmoreconvenientforyouaswell,”repliedOdaas

heopenedhisdrawerandtookaninsigniaoutbeforehandingittoGerald.

Lookingatthewordsontheinsignia,Geraldthenreadout,“Investigationteamtemporary

investigator…”

“Indeed.Thatwillbeyourcurrentidentity.Thankfully,youdon’tholdanygovernmentalpositionsin

Westonorthiswouldbeagainstyourcountry’slaws…Regardless,goaheadandstartinvestigating.I’ll

beheadingbacktomonitorthecompetition,butifthere’sanythingyoutwofind,informme

immediately,gotthat?”saidOdaashenoddedbeforeleavingtheoffice.



Regardless,nowthatOdahadagreed,Ichiroinstantlyfeltrelieved.WithGerald’shelp,theywere

certainlygoingtocrackthecaseinthenickoftime!Nowfullymotivated,IchiroturnedtofaceGerald

beforedeclaring,“I’llbecountingonyoufromnowon,Gerald!”

“Likewise.Anddon’tworrytoomuch,I’mjustusingthisasanexcusetopasstime,”repliedGeraldashe

smiledwhileshakinghishead…
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“Eitherway,let’sgetyoutotheofficefirst!I’llcallovertheotherinvestigationteammembersto

introduceyoutothem.Whilewe’reatit,I’lltakethechancetoexplainyourtemporaryroleinthis

investigation!”saidIchiroasheplacedhishandonGerald’sshoulder.

“Canwetalkwhileeating?”askedGeraldashepattedhisbelly.

“Ofcourse!Youknowwheremyofficeis,right?GowaitthereformefirstasIheadouttogetsome

food!”repliedIchiro.Forgeteating,evenifGeraldhadrequestedtobesomeplaceelse,Ichirowould’ve

readilyrentedsomeplacewithinthemilitarygrounds.

Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,everyonefromtheinvestigationteamhadarrived.Naturally,upon

seeingGeraldthere,theywereallrightfullycurious.Afterall,toallofthem,hewasasuspectinAdler’s

disappearance.Whiletheyhadnoevidencethathehadcommittedthedeed,intheend,Geraldstillhad

amotivetocommitthecrime.Withthatinmind,sinceGeraldwasjustsittingthere,manyofthem

thoughtthatGeraldhadtakentheinitiativetosurrenderhimself.

Justastheyweredeepinthought,Ichiroenteredtheofficewithafewbagsinhand.Asthepleasant

scentofroastedchickenfilledtheroom,Ichirodeclared,“I’vebroughtoversomeroastedchicken,sobe

suretoshareamongyourselves.I’lldetailallofyouasyoueat.”

Followingthat,heplacedaroastedchickeninfrontofGeraldmakingsuretohandouttheresttothe

otherteammembersaswellbeforesittingonthemainseatanddrinkingaglassofwater.



Afterclearinghisthroat,Ichirothensaid,“Nowthateveryone’shere…I’llcutstraighttothechase.

GeraldandIhavejustreturnedfromthecolonel’soffice,andwe’vegottenthegreenlighttomake

Geraldatemporaryinvestigator.Withthatsaid,he’llbehelpingusinvestigatethetwomurdersfrom

todayonward.”

“…What?Whyishesuddenlyjoiningourinvestigationteam?”

Ichiro’sannouncementwaslikeanexplodingbombshell,andeveryonecouldn’thelpbutlookatGerald

withincredulousgazes.Afterall,howonearthhadasuspectsuddenlybecometheircolleague?

Onthecontrary,Geraldlookedcoolasacucumberasheatehisroastedchicken,barelyevencaring

abouttheirgazesandcomments.

“I’mexcludingGeraldfromourlistofsuspects.Afterall,thecaseisalreadyhalfamontholdandwestill

havenoevidenceagainsthim.Duetothat,Isaythatthat’senoughtoprovehisinnocence!Besides,

Gerald’sbeenkindenoughtowillinglyhelpuswiththisinvestigation!Withthatsaid,pleaseputyour

shockasideandstartrevealinganyinformationyou’veobtained!It’shightimewesolvedthesecases!”

explainedIchiro.

“Loudandclear!”declaredeveryoneastheynodded,notdaringtodisobeyIchiro.

Followingthat,theyallplacedtheirwrittenreportsonthetable,promptingIchirowhohadjustsipped

onmorewatertosay,“Alright,taketurnsexplainingwhatyoufoundinthepasttwodays.”

Hearingthat,everyonedidasIchiroordered.Whileeveryoneelsewasdeadseriousastheyreadtheir

reports,Geraldwhohadhislegscrossedsimplycontinuedeatinghisroastedchicken…
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Bythetimetheothersweredone,Geraldhadjustfinishedhisroastedchicken.



WatchingasGeraldwipedhishands,Ichirohandedtwotissuestotheyouthbeforeasking,“So…Figured

anythingout?”

“Hardly.Tobecompletelyfrank,theinformationwasnearuseless,soIwasn’treallypayingattention.

ThoughIhavetosay,theroastedchickenisprettygood,soyouguysshouldeatitwhileit’shot,”replied

Geraldashewipedhismouth.

“You…!”growledtheotherinvestigators,clearlyannoyedthatGeraldwasjustdissingonalltheirhard

work.Whatawasteofbreath!

“What’swrong?”askedIchiro.

“Don’tworry,it’snothingmajor.Regardless,youguysshouldstartinvestigatingthehotelsaroundthe

trainingground.IadviseyoutoregistereverynonJapanesestayinginthevicinity!BelievemewhenIsay

thatthat’stheonlyinformationthat’sgoingtobeusefulfornow!”repliedGeraldashewavedhishand.

“Doyouhonestlythinkthatwehaven’talreadyinvestigatedthesurroundingarea?Also,allthe

foreigners?Doyouthinkregisteringallofthemandputtingthemonfileisgoingtobeacinchor

something?You’renotevenapropermemberoftheinvestigationteam!Whatwouldyouknowabout

ourworkandauthority?”retortedseveraloftheothermembers.

“Justdoashesays.Remember,thecolonelhasgivenhimpermissiontobeonourteam,sothecolonel

andIwillbebearingalltheconsequences.Withthatsaid,ifyoudisagreewithGerald,youcaneither

takethistothecolonel’sofficeorleave!”growledIchiroasheslammedhisfistontothetable.

Hearingthat,everyonebecamesofrightenedthattheyinstantlyfellsilent.WhileIchirowasusuallyan

amiableperson,everyoneintheinvestigationteamknewthatIchirowasthekindofpersonwhodidn’t

makeanyexceptionstowhohegrewangryat,notevenhisfamily.Infact,hehadsuchabadtemperin

hisearlieryearsthathewasknownfordrivingseveralpeopleout!



Withthatinmind,therestoftheinvestigationteamcouldonlyyell,“Loudandclear!”

KnowingthattheycouldonlyobeyGerald’sordersfornow,thegroupofpeoplequicklytidieduptheir

documentsbeforewalkingoutoftheoffice…

Geraldhimselfsimplyshookhisheadbeforesaying,“It’ssuchapitythattheydidn’teattheirroasted

chickens…”

WatchingasGeraldtooktheremainingchickenandbeganfeastingoncemore,Ichirowaitedforhis

secretarytoclosethedoorbeforelookingatGeraldandasking,“Truthbetold,I’mfindingithardtosee

thelogicofyourorder…Afterall,we’vealreadyscannedthroughallthehotelsinthevicinitymultiple

times.Whileit’struethattherearemultipleforeigners,noneofthemlooklikethemurdereratall…”

“Tellmeagainwhatthatmurderer’sphysiquewaslike.Anddidheleavebehindanyfootprints?”asked

GeraldashelookedbackatIchiro.

“Fromwhatwe’vegathered,thepersonisaroundsixfeettallandhasarathersturdylookingfigure.

Asidefromthat,hisfootprintsweresizetwelve…AsI’vepreviouslysaid,wefoundnobodywhomatched

thedescription,whichiswhyweassumethattheculprithasleftthearea,”explainedIchiro.

“Justathought,butcouldn’ttheculprithavewornplatformshoes?Also,it’seasytolooksturdyifyou

havepilesofclotheson.Asfortheshoesize,couldn’tthemurdererjusthavewornlargershoes?”asked

Geraldinbetweenchews.

“…That…”mutteredthestupefiedIchiroashisvoicemomentarilytrailedoff…
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Thoughhewasintheinvestigationteam,Ichirodidn’tspecializeinsolvingmysteries.Thecaseshe

usuallydealtwithweredangerous,butstraightforward.Withthatinmind,whatGeraldhadjustsaid

hadnevercrossedhismind.



ItwasalsoatthatmomentwhenIchirorealizedthatthefootagefromthesurveillancecameracouldbe

completelyuseless.Whileitwastruethattheyhadmanagedtocapturetheman’sface,afterhearing

whatGeraldhadtosay,Ichironowwonderediftheculprithadbeenwearingarubbermaskaswell…

“Idon’tblameyouforbeingspeechless.Regardless,that’swhyIsaidtheinformationyoursubordinates

providedearlierwascompletelyuseless.It’salsowhyItoldthemtoquicklyidentifyanyforeignersliving

innearbyhotels.Callitagutfeeling,butIhaveahunchthatthepersonisstillhere,”repliedGeraldwith

asubtlesmile.

“…Holdon,whyonlyforeigners?”askedtheconfusedIchiro.

“You’refreetoinvestigatethelocalsifyouwant,butIfeelthatthemurderismoreofanactofrevenge.

Afterall,theculpritonlykilledthosefromYanam,whichiswhyIdon’tthinkthelocalsdidit.Icouldbe

wrong,though,”repliedGerald.

Gerald,forone,knewforafactthathewasonly‘helping’theminorderforhimtolocatetheCrawford

cultivator.Whileheadmittedthatitwasaselfishmotiveofhis,healsobelievedthatthecultivatorwas

themurdereroftheYanamspecialforcessoldier.Withthatinmind,hehadreasontobelievethat

investigatingthelocalswouldonlybeawasteofenergy.

“…Isee!Eitherway,don’tyouworry!I’llordermysubordinatestorunthoroughinvestigationsonall

thesurroundinghotels!”declaredIchirowhonowtrustedGeraldmorethanever.Afterall,Geraldhad

justgiventhemnewleadstolookinto.Now,theretrulywasachanceforthemtocrackthecase!

Geraldhimselfwhohadjustfinishedhissecondroastedchickenreleasedalargeburpbeforesaying,

“I’msureyouwill.Bytheway,theroastedchickenreallyisdelectable.Youwouldn’tmindmetakingthe

restback,wouldyou?”

AsGeraldwasthinkingaboutlettingMasterGhosthaveatasteaswell,Ichirosimplylaughedheartilyas

hereplied,“Feelfree!Honestly,ifyoulikethemsomuch,I’mwillingtosendthemtoyoueveryday!”



“There’snoneedforthat.Eitherway,I’llbeheadingbackfirst.I’llcontactyouagaintonight,”replied

Geraldashecarriedtheremainingroastedchickenawaywithhim…

WatchingasGeraldleft,Ichirothenstoodonthespotforawhile,slowlytakingthetimetoprocessall

thatGeraldhadsaid.Eventually,hegrabbedhiscoatbeforedashingofftokeepaneyeonthe

investigationefforts…

Geraldhimselfsoongotbackwiththeroastedchickeninhand.Uponenteringtheroom,MasterGhost

whowaswatchingtelevisioncouldn’thelpbutgettohisfeetasheasked,“IsthatroastedchickenI

smell?”

“Bingo.NodaIchiro,theheadoftheJapanesemilitary’sinvestigationteam,gotthemforus.Well,me.I

endedupbecomingatemporaryinvestigatorforthemtohopefullyeasemysearchfortheCrawford

cultivator,”explainedGerald.

“Isee.Withtheinvestigationteamonourside,notonlywillyouroddsoffindingthecultivatorincrease,

butevenifthecultivatordiscoversyou,heprobablywon’tdaretoattack,”repliedMasterGhostafter

thinkingaboutitforabit.

“Indeed.Eitherway,eatup.Thechicken’suntouched,ifyou’reworriedaboutthat,”saidGeraldwitha

nodasheplacedthechickenbeforeMasterGhost.

“Gladtohear.Youknow,Iwasjustabouttoheadouttogetsomefoodearlier,butitseemsyou

returnedinthenickoftime,”repliedMasterGhostashetookagoodwhiffofthechickenbeforetearing

offadrumstickandstuffingitintohismouth.

“Isuppose.Speakingofwhich,I’mheadingouttothehoteltonighttohavealookaround.Withanyluck,

I’llfindtheCrawfordcultivatorandquicklygetridofhim,”saidGeraldashesatbeforeMasterGhost.

“Wouldyoulikemetojoinyou?”askedMasterGhostwithanod.



“Well,withtheinvestigationteamthere,youshouldbesafe.Withthatsaid,sure,whynot?”replied

Geraldafterthinkingaboutitforabit.
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Withnightswiftlyapproachingsometimelater,GeraldandMasterGhostquicklybeganmakingtheir

waytowhereIchiroandtheotherswere.

Asforthemembersoftheinvestigationteam,afterinvestigatingthroughoutthedaywhileconstantly

beingurgedbyIchiro,theymanagedtoscanthroughatleasthalfofthesurroundinghotelsand

guesthouses.Asidefrombeingregistered,anyforeignerlivinginthoseplacesweretemporarilydetained

undertheJapanesemilitary,andwerecurrentlybeingguardedbyJapanesesoldiers…

Regardless,astheduocontinuedmakingtheirwaytowhereIchirowas,Geraldmadesuretodetailwhat

hehadencounteredinthepasttwodaystoMasterGhost.Afterlisteningtoallthat,MasterGhost

couldn’thelpbutsay,“Ithonestlysurprisesmethattheinvestigationteamwouldobeyyourorderslike

this…”

ToMasterGhost,Geraldshould’vebeentheprimesuspectofAdler’sdisappearance.Evenso,hewas

simultaneouslygladthattheinvestigationteamhadn’tbeenmonitoringGeraldtooclosely.Afterall,it

allowedGeraldtoactuallyjointheirteam!Whatmore,IchirosoundedlikehereallytrustedGerald.

“Truthbetold,Iwasn’texpectingthingstogothissmoothlyeither,thoughI’mnotcomplaining.

Regardless,sinceI’mmakingmymoveundertheguiseofaninvestigationteammember,theCrawford

cultivatorwillsurelynotanticipatethepresenceof

Anothercultivator.Withthatinmind,onceIgainsufficientknowledgeabouthim,it’llbeeasyformeto

takehimout,”repliedGeraldwithanodashecontinuedwalkingforward.

Shortlyaftertheyleftthetrainingground,thetwoofthemweregreetedbythesightofseveral

investigationteammembersandnearlyendlessJapanesesoldiersonbothsidesofthestreet,allof

themvigilantlyguardingtheentrancesofallhotelsandguesthousesinthevicinity.



Thoughseveraldriversimmediatelyturnedtoleavetheareauponseeingallthis,therewerestillquitea

numberofspectators.Thesepeoplelivedaroundthetrainingground,andtheywerewellawarethatit

wasarareoccasionforthemilitarytogetthisriledup.Withthatinmind,itwasonlynaturalforthemto

startdiscussingwhatwashappeningamongthemselves.

Eitherway,uponnoticingGerald’spresence,Ichiroimmediatelydroppedwhateverhewasdoingand

joggedovertotheyouthwhileshouting,“Gerald!Overhere!”

SinceGeraldhadagreedtohelphim,Ichirotreatedhimlikeafriendnow,whichexplainedwhyhe

droppedtheformalitieswhenaddressingGerald.

Smilinginresponse,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Howarethingsgoing,Mr.Noda?”

“Thingsaregoingwell.We’vetemporarilydetainedalltheforeignerslivinginthevicinity,andthey’re

currentlybeingguardedbysoldiers.Thoughyoutoldmenotto,Ialsoregisteredallthelocalsinthearea,

justincase.Regardless,we’vefoundafewsuspiciouspeoplethroughoutourinvestigation,andI’dlike

youtohavealookatthem,”repliedIchirowithagrin,clearlyexpectingthecasetobecrackedsoon.

Ichiro,forone,hadahunchthattheculpritwasamongthepeoplewhomhedeemedweresuspicious.

Fromwhathecouldguess,thepersonhadprobablyremainedheresincehestillwantedtomurder

moreofYanam’ssoldiers.

“That’sgreattohear.Doleadtheway,”saidGeraldasheturnedtolookatMasterGhostwithasmile.

Followingthat,thespectatorswatchedastheduofollowedIchirointooneofthehotels…

Afterwalkingpastthesoldiersguardingthehotel’sentrance,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofseveral

hotelstaffmembersgatheredatthelobby.Thoughthereweresoldiersinhereaswelleacharmedwith

agun,Geraldwasmoreinterestedinthesixpeopleseatedonthecouch.



WatchingasIchiropointedatthem,Ichirohimselfthensaid,“Thosearethesuspects,Gerald.Though

youtoldmethattheculpritwasprobablyanexpertatdisguisinghimself,Iwentaheadandgathered

peoplewholookedsimilartotheindividualcapturedonthesurveillancesystem.Idon’tplantoletthem

gotillyouhaveagoodlookatthem.”

ThesecondGerald’snamewasmentioned,oneofthemenseatedonthesofawhowaswearinga

Windbreakerslowlyliftedhishead.UponseeingGerald,hecouldn’thelpbutfrown.

ThemanhimselfwasnoneotherthanAmare,theCrawfordcultivator…!
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Basedonthetimelimitthepatriarchhadgivenhim,thiswassupposedtobeAmare’ssixthandfinalday

inJapan.IfhewasstillunabletolocateGerald,hewouldstillhavetoleavetomorrow,thusfailingto

completethemissionWillhadassignedhim…

JustashewasfeelingthatallhopewaslostandthathewasgoingtofailtogetonWill’sgoodside,

Geraldappearedbeforehim!Amarecouldn’thaveaskedforanythingbetter!Still,withsomany

Japanesesoldiersinthevicinity,Amareknewbetterthantoactrashly.Withthatinmind,hetookabrief

glanceatGeraldjusttoconfirmhisidentitybeforequicklyavertinghisgaze.

ThesecondAmareavertedhisgaze,Geraldimmediatelynoticedthatsomeonehadbeenstaringathim.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenturnedtolookattheindividualsseatedonthesofa…

Whilehecouldn’tpinpointwhohadbeenstaringathimearlier,thepersoninthemiddlestuckoutabit

morefromtherest.Withthatinmind,Geraldtookadeepbreathbeforeactivatingasmallportionofhis

HerculeanPrimordialSpirit…Onlytorealizethattherewasn’teventheslightestfluctuationofessential

qi.Withthat,hequicklyretractedhisprimordialspirit.

Thoughthereweren’tanyessentialqifluctuations,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelthatthatpersonwasn’t

anordinaryman.Trustinghisgut,Geraldmadesuretotakenoteofthatman…



SeeingthatGeraldwasstaringsointentlyatthosepeople,Ichiroleanedclosertohimtoask,“Doyou

haveanymethodstogetthetruthoutfromthem?Sincethey’reallforeigners,wecan’tjustlockthem

upandinterrogatethemsincethatwillcausetroublewiththeembassy.”

“Unfortunately,I’mnotthebestatinterrogating,soI’llleavethattoyouguys.Regardless,thereare

somethingsthatI’dliketothinkthroughfirst,”repliedGerald,hisgazestillfixedonthemanwiththe

Windbreaker.

Gerald’sintuitionwaspracticallyscreamingthatthemanintheWindbreakerwastheCrawford

cultivator.Evenso,Geraldwasn’tplanningondoinganythingtillhesensedessentialqifromthat

suspiciousindividual…

Regardless,uponhearingthat,theslightlydisappointedIchirocouldonlysay,“…Alright…”

However,Ichiro’smoodquicklyliftedafterheremindedhimselfthatGeraldwasn’taprofessional

investigator.Hewasjustheretohelp,anditwouldn’tmakesenseforhimtoknowhowtoproperly

interrogatepeople…

Eitherway,iftheyreallywantedtogetinformationoutoftheseforeigners,thebestcourseofaction

wouldprobablybetogetthelocalpoliceofficersover.Iftheysetupatemporaryinterrogationroom

insteadofbringingtheforeignerstothepolicestation,itwouldonlybecomea‘questioningsession’,

thusavoidingtheembassy’sinvolvement.Besides,iftheydidthatandthesuspectsbecamevindictive,it

wouldn’taffecthimorhisteam.

Whateverthecasewas,aftersizingthemanupforonefinaltime,GeraldturnedtolookatMaster

Ghostbeforesaying,“…Let’sheadbackfornow.Weshouldn’tinterferewiththeirjobs.”

MasterGhosthadalreadybeenwithGeraldforsuchalongtimethathecouldalreadytellwhatGerald’s

slightestactionsormovementsindicated.Withthatinmind,hesimplynoddedinresponse,prompting

theduotoleavethehotel…



Ichiroimmediatelygottoworkaswell,quicklycontactingthelocalpolicestationtogetsome

interrogatorsover…

ThoughGeraldremainedsilentthroughouttheirjourneyback,uponenteringtheirroomandclosingthe

doorbehindthem,Geraldimmediatelyheavedaheavysighashetookhiscoatoff.Followingthat,helit

acigaretteandtooktwopuffsofit…
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“Sensedanythingbackthere?”askedMasterGhostwhohadavagueideaofwhatGeraldhad

experienced.

“Indeed…RememberthatmanintheWindbreaker?Oneofthesuspectssittingonthesofa?”replied

Geraldwithaslightfrown.

“Ido.Imadesuretomemorizealltheirappearances,”saidMasterGhostwithanod.

“Well,Ihaveafeelingthathe’stheCrawfordcultivator,thoughIcan’tbecertainjustyet…

Regardless,I’mheadingoutlatertonight,”repliedGeraldashecontinuedhuffingonhiscigarette.Inno

timeflat,thecigarette’slifespanhadended…

“Areyouplanningtosecretlygetridofhim?”askedMasterGhost.

“Negative.Again,Ispecifythatitwasonlyagutfeeling.UntilI’msure,Iwon’tlayafingeronhim.

Regardless,sinceIwasabletonoticehim,I’msurehenoticedmeaswell.Infact,itwasprobablywhen

IchirofirstmentionedmynamewhenIrealizedIwasbeingstaredat.Eitherway,myplantonightisto

slightlyexposemycultivationtodrawthatpersonout.OnceIconfirmthathe’saCrawfordcultivator,I’ll

getridofhimswiftly,”explainedGeraldasheplacedhisburntoutcigaretteinanashtray.



“Isee…Speakingofwhich,wereyouabletogetagraspofhowstronghewas?Aftercalculatingforabit,

Ifeelhe’sweakerthanyou,thoughyoushouldn’tletyourguarddowntillyou’reabsolutelysure,”

repliedMasterGhostinaslightlyworriedtone.

“Don’tworryaboutit.Idon’treallytreatanyonefromtheCrawfordfamilyseriouslyasidefromWillwho

wantstocompetewithmesomuchjusttosecurehispositionas‘heiroftheCrawfords’.Quitehonestly,

I’dliketomeethimjusttoseehowwellmygrandpa’sinsightis,”scoffedGeraldbeforeshakinghishead

withasmile.

“Well…Sinceyou’vesaidthat,Iwon’taskanyfurtherthanthat…Still,dobecareful.Afterall,intheend,

theCrawfordsarestillacultivatingfamily.Aftersufferingconsecutivelossesinyourhands,I’mjust

worriedthattheysentastrongercultivatorafteryourheadthistime…”mutteredMasterGhost.Whileit

wastruethatGeraldwasinhumanlystrong,theCrawfordsstillhadhundredsofyears’worthof

experienceascultivators.Withthatinmind,nobodytrulyknewhowstrongthatfamilywas…

Hearingthat,GeraldsimplychuckledbeforepattingMasterGhost’sshoulderashesaid,“Ifyou’reso

worried,whydon’tyoudosomecalculationstoseehowdangerousthisencounterwillbe.”

“That’sunnecessary,”repliedMasterGhostashewavedhishand…

Followingthat,Geraldtookacoldshower.Oncehewasdone,hetookthephotographsofhisparents,

eldersister,andMilaout…Bythetimehefinallypeeledhisgazefromthepictures,theskywasalready

darkening…

Uponhearingafewmessyfootstepswalkingpasthiswindow,becarefullyreturnedthephotographs

intohispocketbeforelightingacigaretteandheadingtowardthewindowtolookdownstairs…Onlyto

seeIchiroandtherestoftheinvestigationteamwalkingaway.

Fromhowdejectedtheylooked,Geraldfiguredthattheyhadn’tbeenabletogatheranything.Then

again,iftheCrawfordcultivatortrulywastheoneresponsibleforthatdeath,thenitwasprettymuch

impossibleforregularpeoplelikethemtogainanynewhints.



Whateverthecasewas,oncetheywereoutofsight,Geraldtossedhiscigaretteawaybeforeslippinghis

coaton…

Soonenough,hewaswalkingpastthetrainingground’slargeentrance…andthesecondheleftthearea,

GeraldimmediatelyactivatedhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,makingsuretoexpelsomeessentialqiat

thesametime…

Barelyevensecondslater,Amarewhohadjustbeenclearedofhissuspicionwasalertedtothesudden

fluctuationofessentialqi.

Withthat,heopenedhisroomwindow…andinnotimeatall,hisfigurevanishedfromthespot.

HeonlyhadadayleftbeforehehadtoleaveJapan…HeneededtoactquicklyorDarylwouldsurely

punishhimforreturninglate…
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Justthinkingaboutthehundredsofpoisonoussnakesinhisfamily’sinfamouspitsentshiversdownhis

spine.

…

Shakinghishead,Amareknewthathehadtostayfocused.TonightwashisbestshotatkillingGerald.If

hefailed,therewasahighchancethathewasn’tgoingtobeabletohuntGeralddownintime

tomorrow.Whatmore,evenifhedidmiraculouslyfindGeraldagainthen,hewouldn’tbeabletodo

anythinginbroaddaylightunlesshewantedtoattractunnecessaryattentiontohimself.

Whateverthecasewas,aftersilentlytouchingdownonthegroundafterleapingfromthesixthfloora

coldsmileformedonAmare’sfaceashegrowled,“Tothinkthatyou’dactuallyreleaseyouressential

qi…Don’tyouknowyou’rebeinghunteddown?”



Withthatsaid,Amarebeganboltingtowardthedirectionwherehehadsensedtheessentialqi.With

howfasthewas,hewasbarelyevenvisible,andanyonehepassedwould’veonlybeenabletosensea

coldbreezepassingby…

Geraldhimselfwasalreadystandinginanopenareawhilepuffingacigarette,thecigarette’ssmoke

lookingparticularlyconspicuousinthedarkeningsky…

TheyouthhadlearnedaboutthisplacefromIchirofromoneoftheircasualconversations.Apparently,

thisareahadbeenboughtbythewardepartmenttobuildanewtrainingground.However,dueto

someissues,theprojecthadbeensuspendedtillthisveryday.Regardless,sincethispieceoflandwas

ownedbythewardepartment,nobodydaredtocometothisplace.Thosefromthewardepartment

didn’thaveanyreasontocomeallthewayoutherejusttotraineither,whichmadethistheperfect

placetodealwiththeCrawfordcultivator.

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldfeltsomeoneclosinginatrapidspeeds,promptinghimto

mutter,“Wellaren’tyouafastone…”

Thoughitwasalreadyprettydark,withthehelpoftheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,Geraldcouldnow

seeclearlyinthedark.Infact,beingacultivator,hecouldevenseethebloodcirculationandessentialqi

runningthroughpeople.Withthatsaid,GeraldsoonsawAmareappearnottoofarawayfromhim…

“Gerald,right?”askedAmareashestaredattheyouth.SinceGeraldhadalreadyreleasedhisessential

qi,Amaresawnoreasontohidehisanymoreeither.

WatchingasAmarereleasedhisownessentialqi,Geraldsimplycrossedhisarmsbeforecalmlyreplying,

“That,Iam.”

“You’rejustanabandoneddescendantoftheCrawfordfamily,youknow?Ifyouhadjustlivedinthe

secularworldproperly,noneofuswould’veevenbotheredaboutyou.Withthatsaid,tothinkthatyou

wouldsuddenlyappearandattempttosnatchMasterWill’srightfulpositionastheheirofourfamily!

Duetoyouractions,canyoureallyblameusforhuntingyoudown?”scoffedAmareashetossedhis



jacketoff,exposinghismuscularbody…

Notonlywashestrongincultivation,buthealsohadoneofthebestphysiqueswithinhisfamily.With

thatsaid,acultivatorofthesamelevelwouldn’tbehismatchatall,andthiswasproveninthemany

competitionswithinhisclanthathehadwonovertheyears.Hell,itwasbecauseofhisstrengththat

Darylhadappointedhimforthiserrand.

Regardless,uponhearingwhatAmarehadtosay,Geraldwasmomentarilysurprised,thoughhequickly

smiledbeforereplying,“YouthinkI’mcompetingagainstWillforthatposition…?Puttingthataside,

fromwhatyou’vesaid,I’massumingyou’rehereunderWill’sorders.Afterall,I’mprettysureDaryl

didn’tallowanyofyoutoharmme.Ifhefindsout,Iwonderifyou’llbesubjectedtoserious

consequences…?”

“That…Thathasnothingtodowithyou!”growledAmareasheclenchedhisfiststightly.Truthbetold,

hedidn’tevendaretoimaginetheconsequenceoncethepatriarchfoundoutaboutallthis…

“Well,whateverthecaseis,comeatme.ShowmehowstrongyouCrawfordcultivatorscanget.Then

again,afterbeatinguptwoofWill’smenbackthen,Ihaveafeelingthatyou’regoingtobealetdownas

well,”scoffedGeraldwhobarelyfeltanypressuredespitebeinginthepresenceofoneoftheCrawford

family’stopcultivators…
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“Shutit!”scowledAmarewhowasitchingtofinishGeraldoff.Amarewasn’tapersonwholikedsmall

talk,andsinceGeraldwashistarget,therewasevenlessreasonforhimtosayanything.Withthat,

Amaresuddenlydisappeared…!

Immediatelysensingasurgeofessentialqiaroundhim,itquicklybecameobvioustoGeraldthatthis

personwasmuchstrongerthanthemenWillhadpreviouslysentafterhim.Ashewasthinkingabout

this,AmarereappearedbeforeGerald,hisfistalreadyaimedathischest!

FeelingagaleofcoldwindcominghiswayasAmarelaunchedhispunchtowardGerald,Geraldsimply

tookafewstepsbacktododgetheattack.Naturally,Geraldwasn’tafraidoffightingback.Heonly



avoidedtheattacksincehewantedtobettergrasphowstrongAmaretrulywas.

RealizingthatGeraldhadmanagedtododgehisattack,Amare’seyesturnedevenredderthanbeforeas

hedeclared,“You’reprettyfast!”

Followingthat,heimmediatelyrestabilizedhimselfbeforelungingtowardGeraldagain!

Insteadofdodging,however,GeraldsimplyusedhisarmtodeflectAmare’sattack,sendingAmare

stumblingtotheside!Unabletobalancehimselfintime,theimmenseforceofGerald’sdeflection

causedAmaretocrashintoapileofrocks…!Howlingashisheadcollidedagainstsomerocks,Amare

soonfeltbloodtricklingdownhisnowthrobbingforehead…

Fumblingtohisfeet,AmareglaredatGeraldasbloodfloweddownhischinanddrippedalloverhis

clothes…

Painwasnothingtohim.Afterall,thoughtheinjurywould’vebeenterribleforregularpeople,hecould

justrapidlypatchhimselfupwithhisessentialqi.

Evenso,thatdidn’tsavehimthehumiliationofstumblingsostupidlybeforeGerald…Hejustcouldn’t

standit…!Itdidn’thelpthatAmareknewthatGeraldhadn’tevenusedmuchforcetodealthismuch

damagetohim…!Thisscenewould’vebeenmuchlesshumiliatingifhesimplywasn’tstrongenoughor

gotinjuredduetohiscarelessness…!

AmarehadneverfeltthisstifledinhismanyyearswithintheCrawfordfamily…!

AsAmarewasthinkingaboutallthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutshakehisheadwithasmilebeforesaying,

“Seemsthatyou’renotthatgoodinmartialartsafterall.Justsoyouknow,Ionlyusedthemostbasicof

techniquesinTaiChiearlier.Isthatallittakestodefeatyou?”

AndhereGeraldthoughtthatthispersonwouldbeanexpert.Asitturnedout,hewasn’treallymuch



strongerthanWill’spreviousmen.

“Don’tgettoococky…!Iwasjustcarelessearlier!”growledAmarewhowasgladthatnobodyelsewas

aroundtowitnesshisblunder.Afterall,ifhisfamilyfoundoutaboutthis,hewouldsurelyloseface…!

ThoughGeraldwantedtoreply,hequicklyshuthismouthagain.Therewas…areddotonAmare’s

shoulderandsecondslater,itdisappeared.

Knowingthatthereddothadbeenmovinginhisdirection,Geraldimmediatelyactivatedhisessentialqi

tobolttotheside…!
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Asplitsecondlater,amuffledgunshotcouldbeheard,followedbythesoundofsomethingwhizzing

acrosstheairatlightspeed…!Barelyasecondlater,abulletflewpastthespotGeraldhadinitiallybeen

standing,hittingarockandcausingittoexplodeintoamillionpieces…!

HadGeraldnotreactedintimeearlier,thebulletwould’vesurelypiercedthroughhisheart!Evenifhe

hadhisessentialqitoprotecthim,Geraldknewthatintheend,theessentialqiwouldonlyleakout

uncontrollably,causinghisbodytobreakdownwhichwoulddisallowhimtorecover…!

Wipingthebloodoffhischinwithhissleeve,Amarecouldn’thelpbutsneer,“Seemsthatyou’ve

offendedquitealotofpeople!”

Withtheunknownassailant’shelp,AmarenowknewthathewoulddefinitelybeabletokillGerald…!

“Mindyourownbusiness,”repliedGeraldashetookadeepbreath…beforereleasinganimmensely

murderousaura.

Gerald,forone,knewthatifthisunknownsniperandtheCrawfordcultivatorworkedtogether,there



wasachancethathewouldn’tmakeitoutalivetonight.Afterall,thoughhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit

wasstrong,itdidn’tmakehiminvincible.Whatmore,hestillwasn’tabletousethefullpowerofhis

spirit…!

Regardless,thatearliershotwasnaturallyfromVulture.AfterKaihadtoldhimthatGeraldwasinthe

trainingground,VulturehadconstantlybeenkeepinganeyeonGerald,patientlywaitingforan

opportunitytostrike.

Thoughhecould’vekilledGeraldearlierduringtheday,hedidn’twanttocreateachaoticscenesince

Geraldwaswiththeinvestigationteam,whichexplainedwhyhewaitedtillnowtoact.Thoughitwas

muchdarkernow,Amare’sconstantshoutingmadeiteasyforVulturetotellwhichfigurebelongedto

Gerald.Still,tothinkthatGeraldcoulddodgehisattack…!

WhilehehadpreviouslyscoffedattheideathatGeraldwasasstrongasKaihadsaid,Vulturewasnow

startingtobelieveKai’swords.Afterall,beingabletododgesuchapreciseattackinsuchashort

amountoftimewassomethingnoordinarypersoncouldhopetodo.

Whateverthecasewas,Vulturethentossedhissniperrifleawaybeforeexpertlyleapingoffthefourth

floor!Makingsurehedidn’tfalltooquicklybysteppingonthesidesofthebuilding,Vulturesoonlanded

onthegroundandbeganwalkingtowardtheduo…

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Andyouare?”

“JustknowthatI’mheretotakeyourlife.Nofurtherquestions,”scoffedVulture.

Watchingasthemandonningatrenchcoat,cap,andevenablackmaskswiftlyapproached,Gerald

staredrightintoVulture’sgrimeyesbeforerollinguphissleevesandreplying,“Isee.Thenlet’ssettle

thistogether.”

EversincehegotridofthethreelargeclansinYanam,hehadn’thadaproperbattlelikethis.



Eitherway,afterhealingthewoundonhisforehead,AmarelookedatVulturebeforeshouting,“Let’s

teamuptotakehimdown,brother!”

Vulture,however,didn’treply.Instead,hesimplypulledoutashinybayonetfromhisbackbefore

rushingtowardGerald!Whilehewasn’tasquickasAmarewas,hewasstillprettyfast.Afterall,hewas

alreadyfightingagainstGeraldintheblinkofaneye.

Seeingthat,Amarewastednotimeandimmediatelymobilizedhisessentialqibeforerushingforwardas

well!Amare,forone,knewthatheneededVulture’shelptofinishGeraldoff,eventhoughhehadno

ideawhoVulturewasorwhatconflictshehadwithGerald…

Chapter2164

Regardless,VultureandAmarewastednotimelaunchinganonslaughtofattacksonGeraldfromboth

sides!

ThoughVulturewasn’tasstrongasAmare,hisoutstandingfightingskillsmadeupforthat.AsforAmare,

thoughhelackedVulture’sarsenalofskills,allhisattackswereinfusedwithessentialqi.Withthatin

mind,Geraldwaswellawareofhowdeadlythisduowas.Onesliponhissideandhewoulddefinitely

sufferheavyinjuries…

Understandingthat,Geraldremainedonthedefensiveforthreeminutesstraight…thenfive…andten…

Despitebeinginatwoononebattle,Geraldwasnowhereclosetobeingatadisadvantageasheevaded

theirattacks.Infact,hewasnowcapableofsneakinginkicksandpunches!Duetothoseattacks,Gerald

eventuallymanagedtoforceVulturetostartbackingawayfromhim.

Intheend,unlikeGeraldandAmare,Vulturedidn’thavethesupportofessentialqi.Inotherwords,he

hadbeenrelyingonhisownstrengththroughoutthisfight,andhewasstartingtoslowdown.Vulture

waswellawarethatthiscontinuedon,hewouldeventuallyfindithardtoevenhandleGerald’ssingle-

handedattacks.



JustasVulturewasthinkingaboutthis,GeraldnoticedanexposedweakspotwhenVulturewas

retractinghisarm.Notwantingtomissthechancetostrike,Geraldimmediatelylaunchedapunchat

Vulture’schest!

Eyesinstantlywideningashisfacepaled,Vulturequicklytookafewstepsback,holdingontohischest

andpantingtheentiretime.HadVulturebeenanordinaryman,thatpunchcould’veeitherknockedhim

outorevenkilledhim…!However,Vulture’sphysiquewasfarfromordinary,sohewasstillabletostand.

Evenso,thatdidn’tmeanthathehadn’tsufferedsubstantialdamage.

Fromhowpainfulhischestfeltwheneverhebreathed,Vulturefiguredthatseveralbonesinhisribcage

hadbeenbroken,resultinginthebrokenbonespiercinghisorgans…!Knowinghowbadlyinjuredhewas,

beadsofsweatrolleddownVulture’sforeheadasheconsideredhisoptionswhilewatchingAmare

continuefightingGerald.Intheend,Vultureknewthatcontinuingtomoveanyfurtherwouldsurely

resultinhisdeath.Withthat,Vulturegrittedhisteethbeforeslowlyinchingtowardapileofbricks

wherehethensat…

Aftergentlyfeelingaroundhischest,Vultureslammedhisfistontothegroundwhilegrowling,“…Four.”

Everytimehisfacewentpaleinagony,Vulturehadcountedthatasabrokenrib.Withhisforeheadnow

drenchedinsweat,heknewhowterriblehiscurrentconditionwas.Vulture’sbestcourseofactionnow

wastoliestill.Movinganyfurtherwouldonlycausehisinjuriestoworsentothepointwheredeathwas

extremelypossible…

“GeraldCrawford…”grumbledVultureasheglaredattheyouthwhileregrettinghisarrogance.Ifonly

hehadheededKai’swarningsandtakenGeraldmoreseriously,Vulturewould’vesurelybeenmore

carefulwithhismoves.Thinkingback,heshould’veimmediatelyretreatedafterhisfirstshotfailedtohit

itsmark.Hadhedonethat,hewouldn’thaveendedupinsuchapitifulstate…

Eitherway,withVulturenowoutofcombat,thewinnerofthefightwasclear.

ThoughGerald’sattacksslowlybecamemorefrequent,AmarelikeVulturelackedGerald’sstamina,and

soonbeganblockingmorethanheattacked.WhileAmarecouldstillsneakinafewcounterattacks,the

longerthebattlewenton,themoreevidentitbecamethatthiswasgoingtobeGerald’svictory.



Withthatsaid,soonenough,GeraldmanagedtostrikeAmare’sleftarmhardenoughtodislodgeit!

SeeingthatAmarewastemporarilyhandicapped,Geraldtookthechancetograbthemanbytheneck!

WithhowforcefulGeraldwaschokinghim,Amareknewforafactthatitwouldonlyrequireabitmore

forceforhisnecktosnap…!

SmilingashecontinuedsqueezingAmare’sneck,Geraldthensaid,“Sincewehavethesamesurname,I

mayconsidersparingyourlifeifyoushareinterestinginformationwithme…”

Chapter2165

“Ihavenothingtosay!Iadmitdefeat!You’restrongerthanme,whatelsedoyouwant?!”growled

Amare,knowingthathislifewasnowinGerald’shands.

“Howdauntless,”retortedGeraldwithalaughbeforeactivatingthepowerofhisHerculeanPrimordial

SpiritandpokingafewspotsonAmare’sbody…GeraldwasnowtemporarilyparalyzingAmare,and

oncehewasdone,hetossedthedefeatedmanontotheground…

ThoughAmareimmediatelyattemptedtogettohisfeet,hequicklyrealizedthathecouldn’tmovean

inch…!

Understandingthathewasn’tgoinganywhereanytimesoon,AmarecouldonlywatchasGeraldwalked

towardVulture…

Afterlightingacigarette,Geraldsquattedinfrontoftheinjuredman,shakinghisboxofcigaretteswhile

asking,“Wantone?”

GlaringatGerald,Vulturewhowasstillclutchingontohischestgrowled,“Whatdoyouwant?”



Honestly,inhisbody’scurrentstate,evensayingthatonesentencecausedhimenoughpainforany

regularpersontopassout…

“Ijustwanttoknowwhohiredyou,that’sall.Notgoingtolie,you’reprettystrong,soI’msureyou’re

quiteafamousassassin.Withthatsaid,IcanonlyimaginetheKanagawashiringyou.AmIwrong?”

askedGeraldashenarrowedhiseyes.AsidefromKai,whoelsewouldhiresuchahighrankingassassin

tofinishhimoff?

Grittinghisteethinresponse,Vulturesimplysneered,“Iknownothing!”

Beinginthetoptenintheassassinlistmeantthathehadtofullyadheretotheprofessionalethicsof

assassinswhichmeantthathecouldn’texposeanyofhisemployer’sinformation,evenifhehadtodie.

Thisrulehadbeenrootedinhismindeversincehejoinedthisfieldofwork,andhehadnever

abandonedit.

Uponhearingthat,GeraldsimplyshookhisheadbeforelaughingasheturnedtolookatAmarebefore

lookingbackatVultureandscoffing,“Anotherdauntlessperson…”

Thefactthatneitherofthemwascooperatingwashonestlystartingtoannoyhim…Withthat,Gerald

stoppedlaughingbeforesteppingonVulture’schestashegrowled,“Areyoureallysureyoudon’tknow

anything?”

Withthebonesnowpiercingstraightintohisorgans,Vulture’seyeswidenedashebegancoughing

mouthfulsofblood…Bythispoint,evenbreathingwasgettingdifficult..!

“Don’tmakemerepeatthequestion,”saidGeraldasbenarrowedhiseyes.

Knowingfullwellthathe’ddieifhesaidanything,Vulturesimplyretorted,“Justkillmealready!I’ll

neversayit…!”



“Sinceyousuggestedit,bemyguest,”repliedGeraldashiseyeswentstern.HealreadyknewthatKai

hadsenthim,sotherewasnoreasonforhimtokeepthismanalive.Withthat,thesickeningcrackof

bonescouldbeheardasGerald’sfootcompletelycrushedVulture’sribcage…!

Drowninginhisownblood,Vulturecouldonlymanageagurglebeforethelifeinhiseyesvanished…

Thoughhisbodywasnowlimpandlifeless,Vulture’seyesretainedtheirfuriousglare.Italmostseemed

asthoughVulturehadstillbeenrackinghisbrainsonhowtomurderGerald,secondsbeforehisdeath…

“Nowthathe’stakencareof,it’stimeIreturnedtoyou,”saidGeraldasheturnedtolookatAmare,not

evenbotheringtolookatVulture’scorpse.Afterall,hejustneededtousehisessentialqitocompletely

evaporatethebody,leavingzerotracesofVulturebehind…
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AfterwitnessingVulture’shorribledeath,Amarenolongerattemptedtohidehisutterhorrorashe

yelled,“I…Impossible…!Noneofthisshouldbepossible…!”

HewasthetopcultivatoroftheCrawfordfamily…!

HowonearthhadGeralddefeatedhimsomiserably…?!

Honestly,hewouldn’tbehavingsuchahardtimegraspingthissituationifGeraldhadgrownupwith

himinthefamily!Afterall,everyonehaddifferenttalents!

However,AmareknewforafactthatGeraldhadbeenanabandoneddescendantwhohadbeenlivingin

thesecularworldthisentiretime!Eveniftherewerecultivatorsouthere,noneofthemshould’vebeen

strongenoughtobeabletoteachGeraldsuchpowerfulskills!SkillsthatdisallowedAmare,thecreamof

thecropinhisfamily,tonotevenlandasinglehitontheboy…!

“Impossible?Whatisit?”askedGeraldashestaredattheparalyzedman.



“Y—yourinhumanstrength…!Youshouldn’tbethisstrong!Youcan’tbe!”retortedAmareashe

continuedglaringatGerald.

“It’salongstorythatI’drathernottalkabout.Regardless,tellmeeverythingyouknowaboutthe

CrawfordfamilyandImayjustspareyou.Afterall,westillsharethesamesurname.IfIletyouoffalive,

however,knowthatI’llhavetoscrapyourcultivationaswell.Deal?”repliedGeraldwithalaugh.

“…That…”mutteredAmareasheseriouslybeganconsideringhisoptions…

Intheend,killingGeraldwasn’tevenamissionfromthepatriarch.ItwasjustWill’ssecretorder.With

thatinmind,whilethepatriarchwouldeventuallylearnaboutallthisthusmakingpunishment

unavoidableforAmare,ifhesharedeverythingGeraldwishedtoknow,attheveryleast,hewouldbe

sparedtoliveanotherday.Whatmore,sincethiswasstillWill’sorder,perhapsthepatriarchwould

sentenceAmaretoalighterpunishment…

LookingathowseriouslyAmarewasconsideringallthis,Geraldfishedhisphoneouttocheckthetime.

Itwasalreadyoneinthemorning,andheknewthatsoldierswouldbeginpatrollingtheareainanother

twohours.Knowingthathehadtoclearthesceneupbeforetheyarrived,Geraldwaspromptedtosay,

“Youhavetenminutestoconsideryouroptions.Nothingmore.”

Tenminutespassedquicklyenough,andsinceAmarehadn’tsaidaword,Geraldknewwhatthismeant.

Thoughhecouldn’tgetanyinformationoutofAmare,GeraldalreadyhadnewsabouttheSeadomtribe.

Withthatinmind,heknewthatuncoveringthesecretsofYeaningIslandwassimplyamatteroftime…

Regardless,GeraldthennarrowedhiseyesashishandslowlybeganmovingtowardAmare’sneck…

SinceAmarewascompletelyparalyzed,allhecoulddowaswidenhiseyesasGerald’shandcame

dangerouslyclosetohisneck…!Thefearofdeathwasfinallysinkinginonhim…l



JustmomentsbeforeGerald’shandwasagainsthisneck,Amarequicklygulpedbeforecryingoutina

tremblingvoice,“P-please…!Wait…!”

“Finallywillingtotalk?”repliedGeraldasheslowlywithdrewhishand…
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“J-justaskmeanythingyouwishtoknow!I’llshareanythingthatIcananswer…!”saidAmareashe

breathedasighofreliefwhenhesawGerald’shandretracting.

Sittingrightinfrontofhim,Geraldsimplyrepliedinahushedtone,“Firstoff,wasitWillwhotoldyouto

assassinateme?”

“I-itwas…Yousee,thepatriarchsentmeofftodosomeerrandsforhim,butjustbeforeIleft,Will

calledmeovertohisroomtogivemetheassassinationorderSincehe’sthepatriarch’ssuccessor,I

couldn’tjustrefuse…”

Smilingsubtlyinresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Isee.Cometothinkofit,aren’tyouworriedthatDarylwill

findoutaboutthis?”

Gerald,forone,hadfiguredthatonlyWillwantedhimdead.Asfarasheknew,Darylwasonly

interestedintestinghisabilities.

“W-well…aslongasIreturnintime,thepatriarchshouldn’tfindout…Iwasalreadyplanningtoleave

thisafternoon,youknow?Butthenyousuddenlyshowedup…!Whatmore,justasIwaswonderinghow

tomakeamoveonyouearlier,youtooktheinitiativetobaitmeoutherewithyouressentialqi!I

couldn’tsaynotothat!”repliedAmarewithasigh.

Hadheknownthatthingswouldendthisway,hewould’veneveragreedtoWill’srequest…



Noddinginresponse,Geraldthoughtforabitbeforeasking,“…Andareyoutheonewhokilledthat

specialforcesagentfromYanam?”

“…That…wasme,yes…”repliedAmareashereluctantlynodded.

“Isee…Puttingthataside,Ihaveonefinalquestion.Aslongasyougivemeanhonestanswer,I’llspare

yourlifeandletyouleaveunharmed.HowdoIgettoYearningIsland?”askedGeraldashenarrowedhis

eyesatAmare.

Nowthatallhisotherquestionshadbeenanswered,Geraldmadesuretosavethebestforlast.Whileit

wastruethathehadmanagedtofindFujikothuspotentiallyallowinghimtocontacttheSeadomtribe,

ifhemanagedtogettheinformationstraightfromAmare,thenhe’dbeabletostartmakingplansmuch

earlier.

“…TrustmewhenIsay…Idon’tknoweither…”mutteredAmare.

“…What?Aren’tyouatopcultivatoroftheCrawfordfamily?Howcouldyounotknowaboutthis?”

repliedGeraldwithaslightfrown.ThiswastheexactsamereplyhehadgottenfromWill’spreviousmen!

“Iswear!Ireallydon’tknow!Asidefromthepatriarchandafewcoreclansmen,therestofusareleftin

thedarkaboutallthis…!”explainedAmare.

“Thenhowdidyouleavetheisland?Andhowareyougoingtoreturn?”askedGeraldasheraiseda

brow.

“Leavingtheislandiseasy…Allweneedtodoistotakeaboatandsailforabouttenkilometersbefore

weentertheocean…However,ifwewishtogoback,we’llneedtoinformthefamilyinadvance…

Followingthat,eitherthepatriarchoraseniormemberwillguideusback…”explainedAmare.



“…I’llaskonefinaltime.Doyoutrulynotknowthewaybacktotheisland?”askedGeraldashelita

cigaretteandbeganpuffingit.

“Myanswerremainsthesame…WhileYearningIslandmayseemlikearegularisland,I’veneverbeen

abletoseeitonmywaybackfromsea…TheonlywayIcangettotheislandisifIsendamessagetothe

familyandsailforalittlewhilemore…Shortlyafter,I’llbeabletoseethevagueoutlinesoftheisland,

andthat’showlusuallygetback..”repliedAmareasheshookhishead.

Truthbetold,AmarewasjustascuriousabouttheislandasGeraldwas.Infact,hehadeventriedasking

theotherfamilymembersaboutthisinthepast,thoughhewouldendupgettingharshlyreprimanded

everytimehedidso.Duetothat,heeventuallystoppedasking…

Regardless,afterabriefsilence,Geraldnoddedbeforesaying,“…Ibelieveyou.”

Thoughhedidn’tbelieveWill’smenbeforethis,Amare’scasewasdifferent.Afterall,Amarewas

currentlyinalifeordeathsituation.Becauseofthat,Geraldknewhewouldn’tlie.Besides,Amare’s

answerwaswaytoosimilartowhatWill’smenhadsaidforittobeamerecoincidence.

However,evenifAmareandWill’smenhadsimplybeentrainedtogivetheexactsameanswerifthey

werecaught,Geralddidn’treallymind.Afterall,heknewthathewasgoingtolearnthesecretsof

YearningIslandfromtheSeadomtribesoonerorlater…
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“Is…thereanythingelseyou’dliketoknow?I’llanswerhonestly!”repliedAmarewhowasnowfeeling

thatGeraldwasn’tthepersonhehadpreviouslyassumedtobe.

Thetruthwas,hehadinitiallythoughtthatGeraldwasanevilandruthlesspersonwhowoulddo

anythingtobreachintotheCrawfordfamilyandexploitthemoncehebecamethepatriarch.Aftertheir

briefinteraction,however,henowfeltthatGeraldwasactuallyarathergentlesoul,contrarytohis

initialbelief.



Whileitwastruethathestillkilledtheassassinfrombefore,Geraldhadeveryrighttodososincehe

wasambush-attackedbyhim…Regardless,Geraldhadalsomadeitapointthathewasgoingtospare

hislifejustbecausetheysharedthesamesurname.ItwashonestlymakingAmarefeelslightlytouched…

Amare’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenGeraldcalmlyreplied,“That’sallIneededtoknow.”

“Isee…Well,aspromised,youcanscrapmycultivationnowandI’llheadhomeimmediately…”said

Amareinanequallycalmtonedespiteknowingfullwellwhatwouldhappenoncehiscultivationwas

takenawayfromhim.

Essentially,he’dturnintoanordinaryperson,andAmarewasprettysurethatthosehehadpreviously

offendedwouldtakethechancetotreathimharshly…

Evenso,havingtoexperiencethatwasworthitaslongashecouldremainalive.Afterall,allwasn’tlost.

Hesimplyhadtostartfromscratchagain.Ifhediednow,however,everythingwouldtrulyend.

Hearingthat,GeraldsimplypokedtwiceonthechakrasonAmare’schestbeforereplyinginan

indifferenttone,“Justleave.”

“…Huh?”askedAmareasheslowlyregainedcontroloverhisbody.Hoppingtohisfeet,Amarecouldn’t

helpbutfeelexceedinglyconfusedatthemoment.Afterall,Geraldscrapinghiscultivationinexchange

forhislifewasalreadyextremelymercifuloftheyouth.Sowhywashelettinghimleavejustlikethat?

HadGeraldforgottenthathehadattemptedtoassassinatehimearlier?

“Unlessyou’resecretlyamasochist,Isuggestyouleavewhileyoucan,”saidGeraldwithachuckle.

“…I…Ofcourse,I’mnot…”mutteredAmarewhocouldn’tfeelanymurderousintentfromGeraldashe

slowlywalkedtowardtheyouth.

Takinginadeepbreath,Amarethenasked,“…Ijustdon’tgetit.ThatmanandIweretaskedto



assassinateyou,youknow?Withthatsaid,sinceyoukilledhim,whyaren’tyouendingmylifeaswell?”

Puffingonhiscigarette,Geraldeventuallyreplied,“…It’ssimple,really.It’sbecauseyou’reaCrawford

andheisn’t.WhileIdidn’tgrowupwiththerestofthecultivatingCrawfords,I’mstillDaryl’sgrandson.

Asachild,Imadequiteafewfondmemorieswithhim,youknow?WhileIstillhavenoideawhyhe

abductedmyfamilywhichisthereasonwhyI’mtryingsohardtomeethimonYearningIsland,yousee

thatdoesn’tchangethefactthatyou’restillaCrawford.Justsoyouknow,giventhechoice,I’dvery

muchprefersavingpeopleratherthankillingthem…”

“…I…”mutteredAmareashisvoiceslowlytrailedoff.

Afterall,hehadneverstoppedtowonderwhyGeraldwastryingsohardtogettoYearningIsland.Now,

hewasfinallyawarethatthepatriarchhadcapturedhisfamily…Still,sincethepatriarchwasGerald’s

grandfather,thatessentiallymeantthathehadabductedhisownsonanddaughter-in-law!

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenhandedAmareacigarettebeforeasking,“Haveyouseenthem?”

“…Onlyonce,buteventhatwasquiteawhileago…”repliedAmareashetookthecigaretteandlitit

withGerald’slighter.

Hearingthat,Geraldmomentarilytrembledashiseyesgrewslightlywatery.Shakinghishead,Gerald

thenasked,“…Howweretheydoingbackthen?”

Afterthinkingforamoment,Amareeventuallyreplied,“…Well,theywerebeingtreatedratherwell,

honestly.Thepatriarchemphasizedthatnoneofthemcouldbemistreated,sothoughthey’rebeing

keptinthebackyard,theyshouldstillbewellfedandclothed…Attheveryleast,theystillwereback

then…Regardless,apartfromthepatriarchandhiscronies,nobodyelseisallowedtoenter…”

“…Isee.IsWillallowedtoenter?”askedGeraldashisexpressionturnedgloomy…
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“No,actually…Whileit’struethatWillisthepatriarch’sadoptedchildandthathehasahighstatus

withinthefamily,thepatriarchhashonestlyalwaysbeenonguardaroundhim…Infact,thepatriarch

hasmadesuretodisallowWillfromentering

Severalimportantplacesontheisland,includingthebackyardwherethepatriarchlives.I,forone,have

neverseenWillenterthatplace…”mutteredAmarewithaslightfrown.

“…Isee.Well,whatmattersisthatthey’restillsafe…I’matleastrelievedtohearthat…”saidGeraldas

heletoutasigh,theweightofhisimmenseworryfinallylifted.

Abriefmomentlater,GeraldturnedtolookatAmarebeforesaying,“…Eitherway,youcanleavenow.

Also,ifyouwishtoremainalive,remembernottosayathingaboutwhathappenedheretonight.

Understand?”

“Gotit.IfWillasksmeaboutthis,I’lljusttellhimthatIfailedtolocateyouinJapan,”repliedAmarewith

anod.

“Itrustyou,nowleave,”saidGeraldashegesturedforAmaretogo.

BowingtowardGerald,itwasclearthathewasfeelingthankfultowardtheyouth.Atthatmoment,he

madeuphismindthatifGeraldeversetfootonYearningIslandoneday,hewouldadamantlyrefuseto

fightagainsthim,eventhoughthefamilywouldpunishhimforit.

Regardless,aftertossingawayhiscigarettebutt,Amarequicklydisappearedintothedarkness.Gerald

himselfsimplycontinuedsmokinghisowncigaretteasacoldbreezecaressedhischeek…

Shortlyafter,thecigaretteburnedout,andGeraldshookhisheadbeforestartingtowalktoward

Vulture’scorpse…



Searchingthedeadman’sbody,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutmutter,“SoyouKanagawasstillaren’twilling

togiveup,huh?Thenthere’snoneedforyourfamilytoremaininJapan…!”

Whateverthecasewas,asidefromapackofcigarettesandafewbullets,Geraldcouldn’tfindanyform

ofidentificationonVulture.Sincethesedidn’tinterestGerald,theyouthsimplysighedasheplaceda

handonthecorpse’sbody…

MobilizinghisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,hethenbeganreleasingablazingheatfromhispalm…andin

justafewseconds,Vulture’sbodycompletelyevaporated.SinceGeraldhadusedhisessentialqitodo

thedeed,noteventhecorpse’ssmellremained.JustlikeAdler,Vulturewouldsimplymysteriously

vanishfromthefaceoftheplanet…Eitherway,nowthatthatwastakencareof,Geraldquicklyturned

aroundtoleave.

…

Soonafter,hearrivedathisguestroomwhereMasterGhostandAidencouldbeseenwaitingpatiently

onthesofa.

UponseeingGerald,AidenimmediatelyhoppedtohisfeetbeforecheckingaroundGerald’sbodywhile

asking,“BrotherGerald!Youaren’tinjured,areyou?”

“Ofcourse,not.Shouldn’tyoubewellawareofmystrengthbynow?”repliedGeraldwithalaughashe

closedthedoorbehindhim.

“Haseverythingbeensettled?”askedMasterGhostashesteppedforwardaswell.

“Inaway.Asitturnedout,theYanamsoldierreallywasmurderedbytheCrawfordcultivator.Ifought

himearlier,andthoughhedefinitelywasn’tweak,hewasn’tasstrongasIhadinitiallyanticipatedeither.

Withthatsaid,Ijustlethimoffthehook,”repliedGeraldashetookhisjacketoffbeforewalkingtothe

waterdispensertogethimselfadrink.



“You…lethimgo…?Why?”askedMasterGhostandAiden,feelingrightfullypuzzled.

“Ijustdon’twanttokillotherCrawfordsifIcanhelpit.Afterall,theonewhoabductedmyparentswas

Daryl,notthem.Besides,sinceIsparedhislife,henowowesmeafavor,”repliedGeraldasheputhis

papercupdown…
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“So…Youonlylethimofftogethishelponceyoufinallygetontheisland…?”askedMasterGhost.

“Thinkingback,itwasstillmostlythefactthatIdidn’twanttokillanotherCrawford,”repliedGeraldas

heshookhishead.

Withhowimportantsavinghisparentswastohim,Geraldwasn’tabouttoplacehistrustonanyofthe

cultivatingCrawford’s‘help’.

“…Ifthat’sthecase,thendidn’tyoujustfreeatigerbackintothemountains…?”askedMasterGhost

whowasstartingtogetslightlyworried.

Thoughhehadn’ttoldGeraldaboutthis,MasterGhosthadsecretlymadeafortunetellingforGerald

sometimeback,andhefoundoutthatGeraldwouldencountersomethingdangerouspotentiallyeven

lifethreateningoncehearrivedattheisland…

“Again,hisstrengthwasprettyaverage,soIdon’treallyseehimasathreat.Ifheevendarestocome

aftermeagain,I’lljustkillhim,”repliedGeraldrathernonchalantlyashewavedhishand.

SeeinghowconfidentGeraldwas,MasterGhostsimplysaid,“…Well,I’lltrustyourjudgmentsinceyou

soundsosureaboutthis…”

“I’mglad.Speakingofwhich,whilefightingthatcultivator,Icameacrossanotherassassinwhotriedto



killmeintheprocess.Withhowstronghewas,Ifeelthathecould’vebeenarankedassassinonthe

assassinlist.Callitahunch,butIhaveafeelingthatonlyKaiwouldthinkofsomethinglikethis,”replied

Gerald.

“Ahigh-rankingassassin?Where’shisbody,brotherGerald?I’veinvestigatedoverfiftyassassinsonthe

assassinlist,soIcanrecognizemostofthemprettywell!”exclaimedAidenwhosuddenlyappeared

muchmoreexcitedthanbefore.

Smilinghelplessly,Geraldsimplyreplied,“I’mafraidthere’snobodytospeakof…”

“…Huh?Didhemanagetoescape…?”askedAiden,feelingslightlydisappointed.Still,iftheymanagedto

catchthatassassinlateron,Aidenwouldsurelybeabletorecognizetheassailant.Followingthat,there

wasachancethatthey’dbeabletofindoutwhohiredtheassassininthefirstplace!

“Notatall.WhatI’msayingisthatIevaporatedhiscorpse!”explainedGerald.

AidenhadalreadyseenwhatGeraldwascapableof,sohehardlyhadanytroubleacceptingthis.With

thatinmind,Aidensimplysighedbeforereplyinginaslightlydisappointedtone,“Isee…Whata

shame…Itwould’vebeennicetoleavehimalive…”

“Well,there’snopointtalkingabouthimanymore.Howaboutthingsonyourend?Isthecompetition

overyet?”askedGerald.

“Itis,thoughit’llstillbeafewdaystillwegettheresults.WhileIwasn’tasgoodasMissFujiko,Idon’t

thinkIscoredtoobadly.Infact,IhaveafeelingthatIshouldbeclosetothetop!”explainedAidenashe

thoughtabouthisperformanceinthepreviousdays.

“That’sgoodtohear.Well,sincethere’snothingtobedoneinthemeantime,let’scontactFujikofirstto

discussthematteraboutusstayingwithherfamily.I’msayingitnowthatyoutwohavetobeextra

carefulfromnowon.Afterall,we’renowsimultaneouslydealingwithanextremelyprestigiousfamily

andafamilyofassassins.WhileIwouldn’tnormallyseethe



Kanagawasasathreat,IstillbelievethatKaiwastheonewhohiredthatassassinIkilledearlier.With

thatsaid,pleasebealertatalltimes,”saidGeraldashenarrowedhiseyes.

TheKanagawashadpissedhimoffenough.Everyonefromthatfamilyneededtodie…!

“Surething!ThehigherupshavealreadytoldmethatI’llbegivenamonth’sworthofrestafterthe

competition.Withthatsaid,hopefullythingscanbesettledbeforethen,”repliedAidenwhoreally

wantedtohelpGeraldsavehisparents.Evenso,AidenwasstillWeston’s‘KingofSoldiers’.Inother

words,ifhesuddenlyreceivedorderstoreturn,Aidenwasn’tabouttodisobeyhisorders…

Regardless,Geraldthenreplied,“ThingsshouldbesettledWithinthemonth.”

“Shouldwestartmakingourmovetomorrow,then?”askedMasterGhost.

“Indeed.We’llmeetupwithFujikothenbeforeheadingtotheFutabamanortogether.We’llstart

discussingournextmovesoncewe’rethere,”saidGeraldwithanod.

Noddingaswell,Aidenthenplacedhishandonhisstomachbeforemuttering,“Um…BrotherGerald…?

Areyouhungry?Icanheadouttogetsomefoodforyou…”
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“Goonahead,”repliedGerald.

Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,Aidenreturnedwithsomefoodhegotfromthenearbyconvenience

store.Followingthat,thetriosataroundthetableandatetogether.Honestly,aftereatingsomuch

Japanesefood,theyhadstartedseeingtheappealinitstaste.Ofcourse,therewasstillaprettybiggap

betweenthefoodhereandgoodoldWestonerfood…



Regardless,oncetheyfinishedtheirmeals,thetrioreturnedtotheirroomstorest…

Oncemorningcame,GeraldandMasterGhostheadedtothetrainingground’sentrancetowaitwhile

AidenranofftolookforFujiko.Shortlyafter,however,theduocameacrossIchiroandhissecretary

instead.

RealizingthatGeraldwasallpackeduptoleave,Ichirotoldhissecretarytowaitatthesideashequickly

walkedtowardGeraldbeforesaying,“Oh?Leavingalready,brotherGerald?”

“Indeed.Myfriend’sdonewithhiscompetition,soImayaswelljustleavewithhim,”explainedGerald

withanod.

“Isee…It’sashamethatyouhavetoleavebeforethecasegetssolved…Regardless,Ishouldmention

thatwhilewewereinvestigatingearlierthismorning,apersonapparentlyleftoneofthehotelslast

night!Oursurveillancecamerasfollowedhimtillthepointheenteredabarrenareathatwastoofarfor

thefinalcameratocapture…Inotherwords,thesuspicious

Individualshouldbelonggonenow…”mutteredIchiroinaslightlydisappointedtone.

“Thefinalsurveillancecamera?I’massumingyoudon’thaveanycamerassetupinthebarrenarea,

then?”askedGeralddespiteknowingtheanswertohisquestion.

“Well,itwouldn’tmakesensetoplacesurveillancecamerasinabarrenarea…Eitherway,thatman

probablyrealizedthisandusedittohisadvantagetoescape…Still,wedohavehispictureandsome

footageofhim,soifwemanagetoissueatrackingwarrant,wemaybeabletotrackhimdown!”

explainedIchirowhodidn’tmindsharingallthiswithGerald.Afterall,it

WasGerald’spointersthatallowedthemtopinpointtheescapingmaninthefirstplace.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Isee.Allthebestincapturinghim!”



Honestly,Geraldwasfindingthesituationtobequitefunny.Afterall,withhowquickAmarewas,Gerald

wasprettysurethathecould’veeasilyevadedtheinvestigationteamandleftJapan’sbordersunnoticed.

EvenifAmareslippedupandtheinvestigationteamfoundhim,theywouldn’thavebeenabletoharm

himatall…

Whateverthecasewas,Ichirothensalutedashedeclared,“Thankyou,brotherGerald!”

Shortlyafter,AidenandFujikoarrived,andthefourgotintoacarbeforeleavingthetraininggroundfor

good…

ThroughouttheirjourneytotheFutabamanor,Geraldkeptonehandonthesteeringwheelwhilehis

armrestedagainstthecar’swindow.Afterabriefsilenceinthecar,Geraldeventuallysaidinacasual

tone,“Youknow,anassassintriedtokillmelastnight.Withhowcapablehewas,Ihaveafeelingthat

he’sfromtheinternationalassassinlist.Duetohowpriceyitcangettohiresuchmen,I’massuminghe

washiredbyKai.”

Naturally,thatstatementwasforFujikosinceAidenandMasterGhostalreadyknewaboutthis.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,FujikoimmediatelytensedupbeforescanningGeraldfromheadtotoeas

sheasked,“Areyouhurt?!”

“Don’tworry,I’mfine.Infact,Igotridoftheassassinaswell,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

Thoughshewasrelievedtohearthat,Fujikosoonsmackedthedashboardbeforeangrilyyelling,“The

Kanagawastrulyhavegonetoofarthistime…!FirsttheyhiredtheHanyus…Nowinternational

assassins?!”

“Indeed…Howdoyouplanonsettlingthis?”askedGerald.Intheend,thishadtodowiththeFutabasas

well,soitwasbesttomakethingsasclearaspossible…
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“…Weshoulddiscussthiswithmyfather.Withhowbigtheissue’sgottentothepointwhereKai’s

startedhiringinternationalassassins,I’drathernotmakethefinalcallonmyown…”mutteredFujikoas

sheshookherhead,promptingGeraldtoremainsilent…

ItwasaroundnoonwhenthefourofthemarrivedattheFutabamanor.Thankfully,Geralddidn’tsense

anyhidingindividualsnearbyanymore.

Eitherway,uponsteppingoutofthecar,thegroupwasgreetedbythesightofTakuya’ssecretarywho

hadbeenwaitingoutsideforthemthisentiretime.Uponseeingthem,thesecretaryquicklyheldonto

thethingsFujikowascarryingbeforesaying,“MissFujiko!Mr.Crawford!Docomein!Themaster’sbeen

waitingforyou!”

Simplynoddinginresponse,thegroupthenenteredthemanor…andsoonenough,theycameacross

Takuyawhohadbeenwaitingforthemintheparlor.

Gettingtohisfeetthemomenthesawthem,TakuyatookabriefglanceatAidenandMasterGhost

beforeturningtolookatGeraldandexclaiming,“You’reback!I’vealreadytoldmyservantstopreparea

grandmealssohurryonin!Asforthetwobrothersattheback,justmakeyourselvesathomeandjoin

us!”

Noddinginresponse,thegroupoffivethenenteredthediningroomandsataroundthetable.Once

seated,Fujikowaspromptedtosay,“Um…There’ssomethingIneedtotellyou,father…”

“Oh?Whatisit?”askedTakuyaasheturnedtolookathisdaughter.

BeforeFujikocouldsayanythingelse,Geraldquicklyinterrupted,“It’snothingmajor.Itcancertainly

waittilllunchisover!”

Gerald,forone,knewthatifFujikotoldTakuyaallthisbeforelunch,Takuyawouldprobablylosehis

appetite.Tellinghimabitlaterwouldn’tmakemuchofadifferenceanyway.



SuddenlyseeingthingsfromGerald’sperspective,Fujikoquicklyadded,“…Yeah,itcandefinitelywait!”

“…Isee!Well,thenafterlunchitis!Speakingofwhich,Ihiredanewcheftwodaysago,andhe’sa

Westoner!Withthatsaid,dotellmewhetherthefoodistoyourlikinglater!”repliedTakuyawhowas

muchtoogladtoseeGeraldhometobebotheredbyhisdaughter’shesitance.

“Definitely!”declaredGeraldwithaheartylaugh.Withthat,thegroupoffivechattedhappilyamong

themselvesforthenexthalfhourtillfoodbeganbeingserved.

Seeingthattheyweregoingtoeatsoon,Takuyaquicklyclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“Justtomake

thingsclear,Gerald’sfriendsaremyfriends,soyoutwowon’thavemanyrulesrestrictingyouwithinthe

manor.Withthatsaid,whileI’dlovetoletyoutwostayhereforafewdaysandpotentiallyevenget

someonetoguideyouaroundforatour,themanor’snotexactlythesafestplaceforyoutostayin

now…”

Takuya,forone,waswellawarethathecouldn’taffordtobeartheresponsibilityofthosetwo’sinjuries

ifheallowedthemtostayhereandsomethinghappenedtothem…

Clearinghisownthroat,Geraldthenreplied,“…Well,yousee,Iwasplanningonlettingthemstayhere

forthetimebeing.I’llhavetotroubleyoutopreparetwoguestroomsforthemthatareclosetowhere

I’mcurrentlystaying…”

“But…You,ofallpeople,shouldknowmyfamily’scurrentconditions,brotherGerald…Iftheystayhere,

there’sagoodchancethatthey’ll…”mutteredTakuya,lookingrightfullyembarrassed.

“TrustmewhenIsaythatit’llbemoredangerousforthemiftheydon’tstayhere.Don’tworry,I’llmake

suretheyremainsafe.Evenifsomethingdoeshappentothem,I’llbetheoneresponsible.Noneofit

willhaveanythingtodowiththeFutabas!”declaredGeraldwithasmile.

“…Sinceyouputitthatway…Fine.I’llagreetoit!Youthere,goarrangefortwoguestroomsclosetoMr.

Crawford’sroom!”orderedTakuyaaftermomentarilyhesitatingashelookedathissecretary.
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“Understood!”repliedthesecretarywithanodbeforequicklyleavingtheparlor…

Soonenough,allthedisheswereserved,andbeforeeveryonelaidatleastadozenWestondishes.Aside

fromthechickenandfish,theresthonestlylookedlikeordinaryhomecookeddishes.Evenso,justthe

foods’smellaloneandthewaytheywerepresentedmadeeveryoneawarethatthiswastheworkofa

topnotchchef…

Sinceallthefoodhadarrived,thesmilingTakuyaquicklybegandistributingchopsticksashesaid,“Come

on,enjoythefoodwhileit’shot,andtellmeifit’stoyourliking!Honestly,eversincebrotherGerald

came,I’vebeengrowingfonderandfonderofWestonfood!Truthbetold,Iwasn’tevensureifI’dever

getusedtoWestonfoodbackwhenFujikoimploredmetotrysome!”

“See?Itoldyouso!”repliedthepleasedFujiko.

Followingthat,everyoneenjoyedtheirmealswithoutsayingmuchinbetweenbites.Onceallthedishes

werefinished,Takuyaorderedhisservantstoclearthetableandservethemsometea.

Aftertheteaarrived,Takuyaturnedtolookateveryoneelseatthetablebeforeasking,“So…I

rememberyousayingthattherewassomethingyouwantedtotellmeearlier…Nowthatwe’vehadour

meals,caretoshare?”

SippingontheteathatTakuyahadjusthandedhim,Geraldthencalmlyreplied,“Well,Iwasattackedby

anassassinfromtheinternationalassassinlist.I’massuminghewashiredbytheKanagawas.”

Uponhearingthat,Takuyawassosurprisedthathealmostdroppedtheteapot!Hishandsnow

trembling,Takuyaquicklyaskedinahushedtone,“…What?”

“Again,I’monlyassumingthatitwastheKanagawas,sothere’snoneedtogettooworkedup,”replied



Geraldwithaslightfrown.

“Howcouldn’tIgetworkedup?Incaseyou’veforgotten,thetwoassassinsfrombeforearestillinthis

manor!”mutteredTakuyaaftertakinginafewdeepbreaths.

“Speakingofthosetwo,they’reapparentlyknownasEndoandIzumi.They’rebothHanyussentby

HanyuRyuguoftheHanyuassassinationdepartment.Aswiththepreviouscase,Ihaveafeelingthatthe

Kanagawasarebehindthis,thoughIcan’tsayforsure,”repliedGerald.

“They’re…Hanyus…?”mutteredTakuyaashisfaceturnedslightlypale.

Theirfamilieshadbeenlivingpeacefullyforoverahundredyearsnow…Howcouldallthatchangein

lessthanamonth?NotonlyhadtheHanyussentpeopletoassassinatehisdaughter,buttheyalso

attemptedtoassassinatehisguest!HadGeraldnotbeenpresentinthosetwoevents,hisdaughter

could’vebeendeadbynow…!

“Indeed…Eitherway,theKanagawasaremyprimesuspectinallthis…Afterall,theHanyusarean

assassinfamily.Whyonearthwouldtheyhireaninternationalassassintodotheirdirtyworkinstead?

AndsinceEndoandIzumiwentaftermeinsteadofFujiko,itonlygivesmemorereasontobelievethat

Kai’stheonebehindallthis.Withthatsaid,howareyouplanningtosolveallthis,patriarchTakuya?”

askedGeraldashesippedonmoretea.

“…I’llneedtimetothinkaboutthis…Afterall,onewrongdecisionmaybringharmtousall…”muttered

thenowfrowningTakuyaasheleanedagainsthischair,wonderinghowtogoaboutallthis…

Honestly,hewastemptedtojustpickafightwithbothfamiliesandattempttobruteforcehiswayto

Victory.

However,Takuyaknewbetterthantodothat.Afterall,whileGeraldwouldcertainlybeableto

guaranteehisdaughter’ssafety,therestofhisfamilywouldquicklycrumbleagainsttheothertwo

families.Butiftheyjustremainedonthedefensive,they’dsurelybeattackedoverandoveragaintill



theyeventuallylost…

Feelinghelpless,Takuyawaspromptedtoask,“…Whataboutyou,Gerald…?Whatdoyouthink?”

“Well…IcangetridoftheKanagawasfirst.ThoughIcouldchoosetofinishofftheHanyusfirst,they’re

stillanentirefamilyofassassins.Withthatsaid,I’llneedmoretimetoprepareifIwishtotakethe

Hanyusout,”repliedGeraldwhohadhonestlybeenwaitingforTakuyatoask…
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Uponhearingthat,Takuyaimmediatelyshookhisheadwithachucklebeforesaying,“…You’rejoking,

right…?”

WhileitwastruethatGeraldwasinhumanlystrong,therewasnowayhewasgoingtobeabletotake

onsuchalargeandpowerfulfamilyalone,right…?

“Oh,ImeanteverywordIsaid,patriarchTakuya.Doyounotbelieveme?”askedGeraldinaserious

tone,signifyingthathewouldn’tjokeaboutsomethinglikethis.Afterall,gettingtheFutabasoutofthis

crisiswashisonewaytickettolearningthesecretsoftheSeadomtribe.

ThinkingaboutallthetimesGeraldhadprotectedhisdaughterandputtingGerald’sserioustoneinto

consideration,Takuyaeventuallyreplied,“…Ibelieveyou!”

“Good.Withthatsaid,justgivemesometimetoexterminatetheKanagawas.AsforEndoandIzumi,I

proposethatweendthemassoonaspossible,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Well,hadtheynothadtheinformationweneeded,Iwould’vekilledthemagesago.Nowthatweknow

theiridentities,however,there’snoreasontocontinuelettingthemlive!”declaredTakuyaashe

noddedinagreement.



“That’sgoodtohear.Well,ifyou’llexcuseme,I’llbeheadingoutfirst.I’llbebackbeforenight,”replied

Geraldashegottohisfeet.

“Oh?Whereto?”askedTakuya.

“I’mjustgoingtowheretheYamashitasare.Istillhavesomequestionsthatneedanswering,”replied

Gerald,rememberingthepromisethatoldmanhadmadewithhimbackthen.Geraldstillfoundithard

tobelievethatthatoldmanhadhelpedthemslippastRyugu…

Hearingthat,Takuyawasmomentarilytakenabackasheexclaimed,“You…KnowtheYamashitas?”

“Actually,beforethat,haveyoucontactedthembefore,father?”askedFujikowhojustrecalledwhat

thatoldmanhadsaidtoherbackthen.

“…Huh?WhywouldIhavecontactedthem?IfIhad,ourfamilywouldn’tbeinsuchapoorstatetoday!

Afterall,thereareinfamousrumorsthattheYamashitashaveninjasintheirfamily!”repliedTakuyaas

heshookhishead.

“…But…thatoldmansaid…”mutteredFujiko,clearlyataloss.Afterall,ifherfatherhadn’tcontacted

thatoldmanbefore,whywouldthatoldmanhavesaidthathehadmetherbeforeasachild?

Knowingthatherfatherwouldn’tlietoher,asuddenthoughtcametoFujiko,promptinghertolookat

Gerald.Fromwhatshecouldnowguess,theoldmanhadprobablyonlysteppedinbecauseofGerald.In

otherwords,hemusthaveonlysaidthattodeceiveRyugu.

“…Oldman?Whatoldman?Actually,holdon,why’stheYamashitafamilysuddenlyinvolved?”asked

theconfusedTakuya.

“Justknowthatitisn’tabadthing,patriarchTakuya.Regardless,I’llbeoffnow.Ifanythinghappens,I’ll

besuretotellyouwhenIreturn,”repliedGerald.



Hearingthat,Takuyabreathedasighofreliefbeforesaying,“…Alright,then.Takecare!”

WatchingasGeraldheadedoutside,Fujikoquicklygotupaswellassheshouted,“Wait!I’mcomingwith

you!”

Asthetwoleftthescene,TakuyacouldonlyscratchthebackofhisheadasheturnedtolookatAideen

and

MasterGhostwhowerestilldrinkingteathere.

“Justsoyouknow,allthishappenedwithoutusbeingthere.Withthatsaid,there’snopointinasking

aboutthesituationfromus,patriarchTakuya,”explainedMasterGhost.
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“…Isee.Well,youtwogoaheadandrestfirst,then.Ifthere’sanythingyouneed,justtellme,”replied

Takuya,whoknewthathecouldonlyawaitGerald’sreturnifhewantedanyanswers.

MovingbacktoGeraldandFujiko,theduoquicklygotintooneoftheFutabacarsandbegandrivingto

wheretheYamashitaslived…

Ontheirwaythere,Fujikocouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldassheasked,“You…reallydon’tknow

anythingaboutthatoldman…?”

ToFutaba,Geraldwaslikearubik’scube.Despitethefactthathehadbeenlivinginhermanorandshe

hadknownhimforaboutamonthnow,shestillfeltthatsheknewverylittleabouthim…

“Fujiko,youandyourfamilyarelocalsandyouhardlyknowanythingaboutthem.Whatmakesyouthink

I’dknowanythingabouttheYamashitas?Tobequitefrank,I’mheadingtheretolearnmoreaboutthat



oldmanmyself,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

“Isee…Still,ifwehadtheYamashitassupportingus,thingswoulddefinitelygomuchsmoother…”

mutteredFujikowithasigh.Eventhoughshewasthe‘QueenofSoldiers’,shewasstillmuchweaker

thanthem…

“Thoughthingsmaybedifficult,I’mwillingtofightthroughitall,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Soonenough,theskystartedturningdark.Itwasthenwhentheduofinallysawthebarrenmountain

again…

Oncetheywereatthefootofthemountain,Geraldparkedthecarthere.TheywerenowinYamashita

territory,andheknewthattheareawherehehadfoughttheHanyuassassinswasnotfarahead.

However,uponwalkingfurtherintotheterritory,bothofthemrealizedthatthecorpseshadbeen

clearedaway.Thoughthetangofbloodnolongerremained,uponpayingcloserattention,dry

bloodstainsstillremainedontheground.UnlesstheYamashitasturnedthesoiloveroraddedalayerof

soilontop,thebloodstainswouldprobablyremainforamonthortwo.

Withhowfewpeopleactuallycamehere,therewaslittlechanceforthestainstobetroddenonaswell,

thusleavingthestainsvisibleformuchlonger…

Shortlyafter,eightmeneachwieldingalongsworddonningtraditionalJapanesegarmentscamerunning

overtothetwo.Oncetheystoodbeforetheduo,oneofthemenasked,“Whoareyoutwo?”

“Greetings.IamFutabaFujikofromtheFutabafamily.I’mheretopayyourfamilyavisit,”repliedFujiko

inapolitetone.

“YoushouldknowthattheYamashitasdon’tacceptguests,sopleaseleaveatonce.Iftheeldersrealize

thatyou’rehere,we’llsurelybepunished!”repliedthesameman.



“Beforethat,allowmetoexplainabitfurther.Yousee,wecamehereafewdaysagoandendedup

fightingwiththeHanyusatthisveryspot.Backthen,anoldgentlemansteppedintohelpussettle

things,andhetoldmetoreturnsomeday.Withthatsaid,I’mherenow,sopleasereportourarrivalto

him,brother,”explainedGeraldwhocouldn’thelpbutfeelthathewas

ConversingwithacultivatingfamilybackinWeston.

Afterall,basedonhowtheydressedandwhattheysaid,itseemedthattheywerestillupholding

traditionsthathadbeenpasseddownforthousandsofyears…

“…Hmm?Soyou’retheWestonerwhokilledallthoseHanyuassassins?”repliedtheman,feelingslightly

startledashescannedGeraldfromheadtotoe.

“Theoneandonly,”saidGeraldwithasmile.

“…Isee.PleasewaithereasIreportthis,then.Actually,beforethat…Ifyouwishtofightnexttime,

pleasedon’tdoithere…Wespentanentiredayclearingthisplaceup,youknow?Itgetsprettytiring,”

mutteredthemanashenodded.

“Iapologizeforallthetrouble,”repliedGeraldwithasheepishgrin.

“You’dbetterbe…Justlookatthosebloodstains!They’renearlyimpossibletoremove…”saidtheman

ashepointedatthestainswhileshakinghishead.

Followingthat,theeightmenlefttogether.
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Ashortwhilelater,themanreturnedalonebeforesaying,“Elderhasinvitedyouin!”



“Thankyouforsendinghimthemessage,”repliedGeraldasheplacedhispalmandfisttogetherbefore

enteringtheareawithFujiko…

Afterwalkingforabouttenminutes,theduofinallyarrivedattheoldman’shome.Sincethemanhadn’t

guidedthemthere,theduohadmadetheirwayheresolelyfrommemory.

Regardless,asGeraldpushedthehouse’sdooropen,hemadesuretowhisper,“Speakingofwhich,once

wemeettheoldman,don’tsayathing.I’dliketotesthimfirst…”

“Gotit,”repliedFujikowithanod.

Withthat,theduowalkedtowardtheparlorwheretheoldmancouldbeseensittingonthetatamifloor.

Beforehim,wasabottlekettle,anddespitenoticingGeraldandFujiko’spresence,hedidn’tmovean

inch.KnowingthattheoldmancouldspeakintheWestonlanguageandsincetherewasn’tanyoneelse

around,Geralddidn’tbotherspeakinginhisawkwardJapaneseandsimplysaid,“I’vecometovisityou,

oldman.”

“Soyouhave.Isthecompetitionover?”askedtheoldmanasheturnedtolookatGerald.

“Itjustended,”repliedGeraldashesatinfrontoftheoldman.

“Isee…AreyouheretoaskaboutwhyIhelpedyoubackthen?”askedtheoldmanasheservedsome

teatobothGeraldandFujiko.

“Prettymuch,”repliedGeraldwhosawnoreasontolie.



“Truthbetold,Ijustdidn’twantyoutohaveanotherconflictwiththatman.Afterall,youhadalready

killedseveralofhismenbythatpoint,andIdidn’twanttohavetocleanupmorebodies.Sothereyou

haveit,thereasonIallowedyoutosneakoff,”explainedtheoldmanwithasmileashestrokedhis

beard.

“…Isthattrulyall?”askedGeraldinslightdisbelief.

“Whatotherreasonscouldtherebe?Afterall,wehadnevermetbeforeatthatpointintime.Eitherway,

sinceyou’realreadyhere,whydon’tyouhavesometeawithme?”askedtheoldmanashegesturedat

theteacupbeforeGerald.

Gettingtheoldman’shint,GeraldturnedtolookatFujikobeforesaying,“…Couldyoulookaround

outsideforthemoment,Fujiko?There’ssomethingI’dliketodiscusswithhiminprivate…”

“Pardonme,then,”repliedFujikoasshegottoherfeetandlefttheroom…

Geraldmadesuretofollowhertothedoorbeforeclosingitbehindher.Withthedoornowshut,Gerald

turnedtolookattheoldmanbeforecalmlysaying,“Nowthatwe’realone,youcansayanythingyou

want…Iassureyouthatanythingyousaywon’tleavethisroom.”

“Oh?Yousurprisinglyknowquitealot,kid!”repliedtheoldmanwithachuckle.

“Well,youdidhelpusescapeRyuguthatday.What’smore,youevenrevealedthatyouwerea

Westonerbeforeweleft.Howcouldn’tIfigurethattherewasmoretowhyyoudidallthat?”saidGerald.

“Isee…Beforethat,I’dliketoclarifythatIhadbeenkeepinganeyeoutonyoueversinceyouentered

ourterritory…Withthatsaid,withyourabilities,takingRyugudownwould’vebeenacinchforyou,no?”

askedtheoldmanashecontinuedstrokinghisbeard.

“You’renotwrong,”repliedGerald.



“Hmm…Well,attheveryleast,thepartwhereIdidn’twantyoutwotogetintotoomuchtroubleis

true,”saidtheoldman.

“Butwhyevenbother?Afterall,wehadjustmetforthefirsttimeandasfarasIknow,theYamashitas

hardlyhaveanycontactwiththeoutsideworld,”repliedGeraldinacurioustone.

“Youtrulydoknowquitealot…”
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“Asyou’vesaid,theYamashitasdon’tcontactotherfamiliesalot,butputtingthataside…Youhavethe

HerculeanPrimordialSpiritwithinyou,correct?”askedtheoldmanafterstaringatGeraldforawhile.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldonlychuckleawkwardly.Thoughtheoldmanhadseenthroughhim,he

didn’treallywanttoadmitit.Afterall,Geraldwaswellawarethattalentedandcapablepeoplewere

targetedalot.Infact,itwasexactlybecauseofhispowerthatresultedinhistroublewiththemilitary

departmentaswellasthethreelargefamiliesofYanam!

“Soitistrue…Well,I’mjustgladthatyouknowhowtoconcealyourtreasurewell,”addedtheoldman

withagrin.

Noddingslowly,Geraldthenlookedattheoldmanforawhilebeforefinallyasking,“Who…exactlyare

you,oldman…?I’msureyou’renotjusttheelderoftheYamashitafamily,right…?”

Geraldhadamultitudeofquestionsinhishead.Firstoff,howwasaWestonertheelderofthe

Yamashitafamily?Howhadhegotteninvolvedinthisfamilyrumoredtohaveninjas?Andhowdidhe

evenknowabouttheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit?NotmanycultivatorsfromWestonevenknewabout

it!

UponhearingGerald’squestion,theoldman’stonesuddenlybecameseriousashereplied,“…Doyou



reallywishtoknow?”

WatchingasGeraldnoddedinresponse,theoldmanthensighedashiscloudyeyesmomentarilyhinted

thathewasreminiscing…Andshortlyafter,theoldmansaid,“Well…Forone,Iknewyourgrandfather

prettywellbackthen…WeusedtotraveltogetherinWestonmanyyearsago,youknow?Unfortunately,

weendeduppartingwaysduetoourdifferingopinions…Truthbetold,whenIfirstsawyou,Ialmost

thoughtyouwerehim.You’rehisspittingimage,fromyourphysique,

Appearance,rightdowntoyourpersonality!”

“…What?YouknowDaryl?”repliedGeraldasheinstantlyfrowned.Withhowtightlyhewasholding

ontothenowquiveringteacup,theoldmanfeltthatifGeraldgrippedanyharder,thecupwouldsurely

shatter.

…

“Idid…Well,theoldhim,atleastAlso,he’syourgrandfather,no?Whyareyoucallinghimbyhis

name?”askedtheoldmanasheraisedaslightbrow.

“I’dverymuchprefernottohaveagrandfatherlikehim,”repliedGeraldwithasnort.

Whileitwastruethatthegrandfatherherememberedasachildwasakindoldmanbeforehe

disappearedfromhislife,therevelationthatDarylwashisparents’andsister’sabductorwassimplytoo

muchforGeraldtowillinglyoverlook.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,theshockedoldmanwaspromptedtoask,“Is…theresomesortof

misunderstandingbetweenthetwoofyou…?”

“I’drathernottalkabouthim,oldman…Eitherway,I’mjustwonderingifyouhelpedusbackthendue

tothefactthatI’mDaryl’sgrandson?”repliedGeraldasheraisedhishandtostoptheoldmanfrom



askinganyfurther.

“…No,ofcoursenot.Imerelyfeltliketalkingabouthimsinceyou’rehisdescendant.Regardless,the

mainreasonIhelpedyouisbecauseyou’recurrentlyhostingtheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,”explained

theoldmanasheshookhisheadwithasmile.

Suddenlyfeelingmuchmorevigilant,Geraldthenasked,“…Couldyouelaborate?”

IfthisoldmantrulywasafterhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,thenhewouldhavetofigureouthowto

quicklyleavethisplacewithFujiko.Naturally,thatmeantthathewouldhavetooffendyetanother

powerfulfamily…

LookingathowvigilantGeraldhadsuddenlybecome,theoldmancouldn’thelpbutlaughbeforesaying,

“It’salongstory.Ifyou’reinterestedinhearingthefullthing,dostayforafewmoredays.Inreturn,I

justwantyoutoupdatemeonDaryl’ssituation.Afterall,it’sbeenagessinceI’velastmethim.”

“…Deal!”repliedGerald.

Chapter2178

GeraldwasonlyagreeingsincethisoldmanseemedtoknowDarylwell.Withthatinmind,Gerald

couldn’tdenythathewascuriousabouthisgrandfather’spast.Afterall,thoughhehadmethimasa

child,hismemoriesofDarylwerevague,tosaytheleast.Perhapswiththisoldman’shelp,hewouldbe

abletolearnwhyhispresentgrandfatherunderwentsuchadrasticchange…

“Excellent.Thendohavesomemoreteaaswecontinuechatting.I’llgetaroompreparedforyoutwo

bytonight.Speakingofwhich,isn’tithightimeyoutoldhertocomebackinside?Afterall,therereally

isn’tanythingtohide.Besides,youtwoareacouple,no?”repliedtheoldmanwithasmile.

“Youknew…?”saidGeraldashescratchedthebackofhishead.



“Whilewedon’tdirectlycontactthosefromtheoutsideworld,itdoesn’tmeanthatwe’releftoblivious

aboutwhathappensoutthere,”repliedtheoldmanwithanod.

Notknowinghowtorespondtothat,GeraldtheninvitedFujikoinagain,makingsuretoshutthedoor

tightonceshewasinside.Afterall,hedidn’twantanystrangershearinganythingaboutDaryl’spast.

OnceGeraldandFujikowereseatedatthetable,theoldmanwhowasholdingontoacupofhottea

slowlybeganrockingbackandforthashesaid,“Let’ssee…Itwasaboutfiftyyearsagowhenthe

incidentbetweenmeandyourgrandfatheroccurred…”

Asitturnedout,DarylandthisoldmanwereoncedisciplesofBreckenLongman,afamouscultivatorin

Weston,atleastatthetime.LearningunderBreckenatopahill,thetwowereseniorandjuniorforat

leastadecadebeforetheybothgraduated.Aftergraduation,Darylreturnedtohisfamily,determinedto

makeitprosper.Asfortheoldman,hechosetofollowDaryl,wantingtohelphissenior.

ItwaswhentheCrawfordfamilystartedrisingtheranksinthecultivationworldwhenDarylandtheold

manstartedhavingdifferingviews.Forone,DarylwantedtobringtheCrawfordsintothesecularworld.

Hisplanwastousethefamily’spowerinexchangeforriches.However,theoldmanwasagainstthis.

Afterall,Westoncultivatorshardlyevergotinvolvedwiththesecularworld,yetDarylwasproposingto

startabusiness!

Duetotheirdifferingviews,intheend,thetwoendeduppartingways.AfterleavingtheCrawford

family,theoldmantraveledtheworlduntileventually,heendedupgettingchosentobecometheelder

oftheYamashitafamilyafterhelpingthefamilyoutwhentheyneededitmost.

Afterhearingtheoldman’ssideofthestory,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyemotional.

Asfortheoldman,hethensighedbeforeadding,“So…Yes,that’sprettymuchthesummarizedversion

ofwhathappened…Thinkingback,yourgrandfather’sdecisionwashonestlytherightone.Afterall,he

genuinelywasconsideringthefutureofthefamily…”



WhileitwastruethattheoldmanhadconsideredmovingbacktoWestonbeforethis,hehadsimply

growntoousedtostayingherebythatpoint.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldwhohadn’theardaboutallthisfromhisfatherbeforesimplynoddedin

response…

Nowthathewasdonesharinghispartofthestory,theoldmanlookedexpectantlyatGeraldbefore

asking,“So…NowthatI’mdone,howarethingswithyourgrandfather?Ishestilllivingwithyou?”

“Notreally,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

Momentarilystunnedtohearthat,theoldman’shandsstartedshakingtothepointwhereteawas

startingtospillbeforeheeventuallyasked,“Has…hepassedaway…?”

“He’saliveandwell,thoughhe’snolongerintheCrawfordfamily…OrshouldIsay,he’snolongerinthe

oldCrawfordfamily,”repliedGeraldwithabittersmile.Tobecompletelyhonest,hesecretlystillhoped

thatDarylwasthesamegrandfatherheusedtoknowasachild…
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“…Hmm?Whatdoyoumeanbythat…?”askedtheoldman,clearlyfeelingconfused.

“Well,he’sleftmyfamilytoestablishanewcultivatingCrawfordfamilyatopanislandbeyondthe

YanamseathatI’veunfortunatelyyettolocate…”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“He’s…establishedanotherCrawfordfamily…?Butthatcan’tbe!TheoldDarylvaluedhisfamilymore

thanhisoldlife!Withthatsaid,whywouldhejustabandonyouandestablishanewfamily?”exclaimed

theoldmanashiseyeswidenedindisbelief.

Shrugging,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Beatsme…”



Nowfeelingthathewashearingsomethingmoreakintoafairytale,theoldmanasked,“…Alright,so…

How’stherelationshipbetweenthetwofamilies…?”

“Well,myCrawfordfamilyisn’tconnectedwiththeotherone.IshouldalsonotethatI’mtheonlyone

leftinmyfamily,”explainedGerald.

“…What?Whataboutyourparents?WhileIdon’tknowmuchaboutyou,Iclearlyremembermysister-

in-lawgivingbirthtoagirlbeforeIleft.Thatshouldbeyoursister,right?Whathappenedtoherand

yourparents?Don’ttellmeallthreeofthemmetwithmisfortune…?”repliedtheoldmanwithafrown.

“Negative.Currently,they’vebeenabductedbyDaryl…”mutteredGeraldasheshookhishead.

“…Theywere…what?You…you’rejustmakingallthisup,right…?”askedtheoldmaninhisuttershock.

Afterall,allthiswassimplytoobizarre!Hisoldfriendcouldn’tjuststartanewfamilyofhisownbefore

abductinghissonanddaughter-in-law’sfamily,right…?

“Unfortunately,it’sthetruth.Myparentsandsisterarecurrentlybeinglockedupsomewhereontheir

island.Ishouldalsonotethatthoughmygirlfriend’sbeenabductedbytheSunLeague,Ihaveafeeling

thatmygrandfather’sinvolved…”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

Unabletohandleallthisinformation,theoldmanleapedtohisfeet,hisfacecontortedindisbeliefashe

yelled,“What?!”

“Ionlyspeakthetruth…”mutteredGeraldwhohonestlywantedallthistojustbefake.

“…Unbelievable…IclearlyrememberhowcordiallyDaryltreatedyourparentsandtherestofyour

familybackthen…Howdidallthiscometobe…?”saidtheoldmanasheslowlysatdownagain.



Geraldhimselfremainedsilent,notknowingwhatelsetosayaboutDaryl…

Backwhenhewassix,hehadthoughtthathisgrandfatherwasthekindestmanalive…However,one

day,hesimplyleft…TothinkthatwhenDarylfinallyreturnedonceGeraldwasanadult,hisfirstmove

wastoabducthisparentsandsister!ThisDarylwasnothinglikethegrandfatherGeraldusedtolove!

Regardless,afterponderingforawhile,theoldmaneventuallyasked,“…Youmentionedanisland,right?

What’stheislandcalled?”

“YearningIsland!”repliedGeraldwithouttheslightesthesitation.Sincetheoldmanwasextremely

capableandwasalsotheelderoftheYamashitas,Geraldsecretlyhopedthattheoldmanwouldknow

somethingaboutthatisland.

Unfortunately,Geraldwasquicklydisappointedwhentheoldmanstrokedhisbeardforawhilebefore

shakinghisheadandsaying,“…I’mafraidI’veneverheardofthatislandbefore…”

“…Don’tworry,Ijustfoundoutaboutitquiterecentlyaswell,”repliedGeraldashesighed.Still,he

wasn’toverlydisappointedsincehekindofexpectedthisansweraswell.

“Isee…Don’tworry,I’lltrymybesttolocateitforyou.IshouldspecifythatIstillbelievethatDarylisn’t

thekindofpersontodoallthiswithoutagoodreason,”mutteredtheoldmanasheshookhishead.
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Followingthat,thethreeavoidedtalkingaboutDarylforawhile,choosingtodrinktheirteainstead…

Sometimelater,theoldmanturnedtolookatFujikobeforeasking,“…TheFutabashavehadalong

standingfeudwiththeHanyus,correct?”

Momentarilycaughtoffguard,Fujikoquicklysnappedoutofitbeforereplying,“…Indeed…Though,I



didn’texpectyoutoknowaboutthis…”

“I’llhaveyouknowthatweYamashitasarequiteknowledgeableaboutwhathappensbeyondour

territory…Regardless,whilewedidknowaboutyourfeud,weneverexpectedyourfamiliestoactually

startattackingeachother,”explainedtheoldmanwhowasnowfeelingmuchbetterafternottalking

aboutDarylforawhile.

“Tobehonest,thefeudonlybeganagainquiterecently.WhileIstilldon’tknowwhattheHanyufamily’s

motiveis,theysuddenlysentassassinsaftermyheadsometimeago…HadGeraldnotsteppedinto

helpmebackthen,Icould’vediedbackthere…”mutteredFujikoasshewonderedwhatwasgoingonin

theHanyufamilymembers’minds.

Afterall,inthepast,themosttheydidwasignoreeachother’spresencewhentheirfamiliescrossed

paths.

“Isee…Furtherinvestigationisdefinitelyneeded…Puttingthatasidefornow,sinceyourfamily’s

currentlyintrouble,I’mWillingtolendahand,”repliedtheoldman.

“You…wishtohelptheFutabas?”askedFujikoassheturnedtolookatGerald.

“Morespecifically,I’mdoingthisforGerald’ssake.Sincehe’scurrentlylivingwithyourfamily,it’sonly

naturalthatImakesurehestayssafe.WhileI’matit,ImayaswellprotecttheFutabas,”explainedthe

oldman.

“Evenso,Ithankyoufromthebottomofmyheart!”repliedFujikowhowasn’tabouttosaynotothis

sinceherfamilywasstillindanger.WiththeYamashitafamily’shelp,theynowhadachancetostand

againsttheKanagawasandtheHanyus…!

Noddinginresponse,theoldmanthenfacedhiswindowbeforeshouting,“Alright,gathersomeofour

menandtellthemtoheadtotheFutabamanor!Onceyou’rethere,tellTakuyathatyou’refriendsof

Gerald’sandhavehimarrangesomeroomsforyoutostayin!Afterallthat,makesuretokeepyour



eyespeeledatalltimes!IfanyonetriestolookfortroublewiththeFutabas,getridofthem

immediately!”

Almostimmediatelyafter,dozensoffootstepscouldsuddenlybeheardrunningoffintothedistance.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldcuriouslyasked,“Say…Aretherereallyninjasinthisfamily…?”

“Indeed.”

“Couldyoushowonetome…?”askedGerald,whohadalwayswantedtoseearealninja.

Uponhearingthat,theoldmanexposedhispalmandallofasudden,aflameappearedoutofthinair!

FromwhatGeraldcouldtell,theoldmanwasn’thidinganythingthatcould’veproducedtheflame.It

wasalmostmagical…

AsforFujiko,shewassoshockedthathermouthwasalreadygapingbythispoint.Scenesliketheseonly

happenedinmovies…Howwasanyofthisreal…?

“Thepowertocontrolelementsisaninja’struepower,”explainedtheoldmanastheflameslowlydied

out.Evenso,thewarmthofthefireremained.

“Ninjasreallydoexist…!”mutteredGerald,feelingslightlyexcitednow.
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“Doyouwanttolearnthis?”SeeingGerald’sexpression,theoldmanaskedwithasmile.

“I’macultivator.HowamIsupposedtolearnninjutsu?”Gerald’ssmilefaded,andheaskedinconfusion.



“Ofcourseyoucan.Cultivationandninjutsuareofthesameorigin.Theybothdrawonthenatural

powerbetweenheavenandearth.Therearejustsomeslightdifferences.Youareacultivatoryourself,

andyouhavethepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit.Learningninjutsuonsuchabasisisveryeasy,

soIguessyoucangetstartedinafewdays,”saidtheoldmanashelookedatGerald.

“That’sgoodnews.”Geralddidn’trefuse.Ifhecouldlearnthisabilityandenhancehispower,his

chancesofsavinghisparentsandthenhissister,whowasintheSunLeague,wouldincreasegreatly.

“Doyouwanttolearnnow?”Theoldmancouldn’twaittostart.

“It’sbettertosettlethematterathandfirst.I’malittleuneasyastheKanagawafamilyandtheHanyu

familyissuesarenotsettledyet.”Geraldshookhishead.Hewantedtolearn,butitwasnotthetimeyet.

Orrather,heshouldsaythathehadnotimetolearnatall.

Hecouldn’tjustletgooftheFutabafamily’saffairsandfocusonstudyinghere.Thatwouldgoagainst

hisoriginalintentionofcomingtoJapan.

“Okay,then.Ishallwaituntilyouhavesettledthismess.”TheoldmandidnotinsistandaskedFujiko,

“Doyouwanttostayhereforthenightorgobackhome?”

“Ithinkwe’dbettergoback.TheKanagawafamilyhiredanassassinintheinternationalassassinlistto

killmelastnight.Judgingfromhisskills,heshouldbeinthetoptwenty.Ineedtosettlethismatter.

Besides,theKanagawafamilycannotcontinuetoexist.”

Geraldtookadeepbreath.Thinkingofwhathadhappenedyesterday,hisfaceturneddarkallofa

sudden.



“Goahead,then.Ifit’slikewhatyou’vesaid,theyshouldberemoved.”Theoldmannodded.

“Wellthen,weshallgobackfirst.Wewillcometovisitagainwhenwehavethetime.”Geraldstoodup

andgavehimafistandpalmsalute.

“That’snotnecessary.Youcanleaveyourphonenumberandjustcallmedirectlyifthereisanything.”

Theoldmanfishedoutapenandpaperfromunderthetable,wroteaphonenumberonit,andhanded

ittoGerald.

“Ihadforgottenaboutthis.”Geraldsmiledinembarrassmentashetookthepaper.

Fromthetimehehadarrivedatthefootofthebarrenmountain,hehadfeltthatthiswasavery

traditionalfamily.Theyseemedtodothingslikehowtheyweredoneahundredyearsago.Afterbeing

hereforalongtime,hehadforgottenallaboutthesemoderntools.Iftheoldmanhadn’tmentionedit,

Geraldwouldn’thaverememberedthattherewassuchathingasatelephone.

Afterexchangingphonenumbers,GeraldleftwithFujiko.

Onthewayback,Geraldkeptthinkingaboutwhattheoldmanhadsaid.Indeed,Whatwassaidtoday

wastoomuchforGeraldtodigestforthetimebeing.Hedidn’texpectthisoldmanfromtheYamashita

familytohavesucharelationshipwithDaryl.

Ofcourse,Geraldfeltabitrelaxednow.NomatterifitwasthematterofYearningIslandorthe

KanagawaandHanyufamilies,withhelpfromtheYamashitafamilyintheinvestigation,itwasclearly

betterthanfightingalone.

However,Geralddidn’thavehighhopesforthemtofindoutthelocationofYearningIsland.



“Areyouacultivator?”Fujikoturnedherhead.

“Yes.”Geralddidnothideitandansweredinalowvoice.“Aboutmyidentity,youmustnottellanyone

aboutit,includingthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinme.Ifoutsidersknowaboutit,Iwill

getintoendlesstrouble.”

“Iunderstand.Iwillnottellanyoneaboutit.”Fujikonoddedandrepliedveryseriously.

“Hmm…”GeraldknewwhatFujikohadinmind.“WiththeYamashitafamily’shelpthistime,Ithinkthe

mattersofyourfamilyshouldberesolvedsoon.”
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Soon,thetwoarrivedattheFutabaMansion.

Beforetheyarrived,theexpertsarrangedbytheoldmanhadalreadyarrived.

“Gerald,whoarethesepeople?Iaskedthemjustnow,buttheywouldn’ttellme.Theysimplytoldme

thattheycamehereonorders.Aretheythehelpersyoufound?”Atthatmoment,Takuyawasstanding

attheentranceofthemanor.WhenhesawGerald,hequicklywalkedtohimandasked,pointingtothe

peopleonbothsidesofthemanor.

“Ithinkit’sbettertogoinsidebeforewetalkaboutthis.”

“Thankyouforyourhelp.Pleasetellmeifyouneedanything!”

Geraldwasn’tpreparedtoexplainthisinfrontofthesepeople.Instead,hewavedatthemandbrought

TakuyaandFujikointothehouse.



Intheparlor,oncetheygotinside,Takuyarepeatedhisquestion.

Now,thesituationofthisfamilywasverycomplicated.TheydidnotjusthavetofacetheKanagawaand

Hanyufamilies,buteventhepeopleinsidethefamilywerecovetinghisposition.Onemistakecould

pushhimtotheendoftheworld.

“Don’tworry,PatriarchTakuya.ThepeopleoutsidearemembersoftheYamashitafamily.Theywere

orderedbytheoldmantocomeandprotectus.”GeraldsensedTakuya’sanxiety,soheexplained

quicklyassoonastheywereseated.

“WhywouldtheYamashitafamilyhelpus?”Takuyaopenedhiseyeswide,hisfacefullofdisbelief.

“Aboutthis,youshouldjustrestassured.Thatoldmanwasanoldfriendofmygrandfather,so,hewas

willingtohelpus,”saidGeraldwithasmile.

“Isee…”HearingGerald’swords,Takuyafeltrelieved.

“Bytheway,Gerald,wewillhaveanotherfamilymeetingthedayaftertomorrow.Theyinsistthatyou

mustbepresent.”Takuyawasrelieved,butthen,heturnedtoGeraldandcontinued.

“Wasitthewhitehairedoldman’sidea?”Geraldnarrowedhiseyesandsaidwithasmile.

ThelasttimewhenhehadfirstcometotheFutabafamily,Geraldhadattendedthesocalledfamily

meetingonce.Duringthemeeting,thepeoplewhorarelycamehadactuallywantedtoforceTakuyato

abdicatehisposition.Geraldrememberedthisveryclearly.

“Ican’tsaythatit’shim.Nowthatourfamilyisnolongerasprosperousasbefore,it’slogicalthatthey

wouldwanttoappointanewpatriarch.However,Ican’tletthemdrainthefamilyofitslastsustenance.



YouareourhonoredguestandnowFujiko’sboyfriend,thoughsuperficially,sonomatterwhat,you

havetoattendthemeeting.”

Takuyacouldn’thelpbutsighwhenitcametohisfamilymatter.

“Noproblem,Icanattend.”GeraldnoddedinagreementHewouldnevermakeitdifficultforTakuya.

“Then,Iamverygratefulforthis.Forwhathashappenedtothefamilyrecently,ifitwasnotforyour

help,I’mafraidwewouldn’tbesittingheresafelyatall.”SeeingGeraldagreetoit,Takuyaimmediately

showedarelaxedsmile,andthelookhegaveGeraldbecamemoreandmorebenevolent.

“ThisiswhatIshoulddo.”Geraldwavedhishand.Hehadnevergottenusedtoacceptingpeople’s

thanks,anditwouldmakehimfeelveryawkward.

“Still,there’sonethingIcannotunderstand.”Afterlaughing,Takuyawasclearlyrelaxed.

“Whatisit?”askedGerald,“IfIknowaboutit,Iwillsurelytellyou.”
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“It’sstillthesamequestion.You’vehelpedussomuchandevenputyourselfindanger.Besides,you

evenoffendedtheKanagawaandHanyufamilies.Althoughyouareverystrong,youdon’thavetoget

yourselfintosomuchtroubleatall.Ijustwanttoknowwhyyou’redoingthis.Whatisyourpurpose?Or

isitforFujiko’ssake?”

Takuyarubbedhishandsandaskedinembarrassment.

Thisquestionhadbeenlingeringinhismind.Hehadthoughtaboutitcountlesstimes,butstill,hecould

notfindananswer.So,hecouldnolongerholditinandaskedoutright.



FujikolookedatGerald.

“Thereisindeedapurpose.”Geraldlookedatthemandhesitatedforawhile,butthen,hestilltold

themthetruth.

“That’snotaproblem.Aslongasyousayit,wewilldefinitelymeetyourrequest.”HearingwhatGerald

hadsaid,onlythendidTakuyafeelthatthiswasabitmorenormal.Forsomeonesostrong,hedidn’t

havetooffendotherpeopleforthesakeofasmallfamilylikehisatall.

“Wewilltalkaboutthisaftersettlingthematterathand.”Aftercontemplating,Geralddidnotsay

anythingelseaboutYearningIsland.

“Okay.Sinceyoudon’twanttotalkaboutitnow,Iwon’taskyouanymore.Butagain,forthereason

thatyou’vehelpedussomuchduringthistime,Iwilltrymybesttofulfillyourwish.Evenifyouwant

thepositionofthepatriarchofthisfamily,Iwillgiveittoyou.”Takuyabangedonthetableandsaidina

deepvoice.

“Thisisreallynotnecessary.”Geraldwavedhishandandlaughed.Hehadneverwantedtobecomea

patriarchoranything.Notonlywouldhenotgetanybenefits,buthewouldalsobringhimselfalotof

trouble.

“YouhavejustcomebackfromtheYamashitafamily,itisbettertogoandrestfirst.Iwilltellthe

membersofthefamilytocomeheretonight,andwewilldiscusseverythingclearly.Iftheywanttotake

advantageofthefallofthefamilytogetsomething,Iwillputthemofftheidea!”WithGeraldhere,

Takuyaspokewithgreatconfidence.

“Yes.”Geraldnodded.

GeraldpartedwithFujikoatthedooroftheparlorandreturnedtohisroom.



Theafternoonpassedquietly.Whentheskywasturningdark,onlythendidGeraldwakeup.

Hereallyhadtosaythatalthoughhewasfacingalotoftroubleatthemoment,hecouldalwayssleep

wellintheFutabaMansion.Hecouldsleeppeacefullyalmost

Hereallyhadtosaythatalthoughhewasfacingalotoftroubleatthemoment,hecouldalwayssleep

wellintheFutabaMansion.Hecouldsleeppeacefullyalmosteverynight.

Afterlyingonthebedforawhile,Geraldrolledoutofthebedandpushedthedooropen.

“BrotherGerald,you’reawake.”Assoonasheopenedthedoor,Aidenimmediatelyranintotheroom.

“Whyareyouhere?”Geraldwasshockedandtooktwostepsbackward.WhenhesawAiden,whowas

standinginfrontofhim,heasked.

“Hehe,I’mstillnotusedtothisplace.Besides,Ihaverestedforawholeday,andIdon’tfeeltired

anymore.Idon’tknowwheretogo,soIjustwaitedforyouhere.SomeonetoldmethatIhavetoattend

adinnerorsomethingtonight.”Aidenscratchedhishead.

“Where’sMasterGhost?”Geraldglancedatthedoortwice.

“HehasbeencalledforbyPatriarchTakuya,”repliedAidenquickly.

“It’sgettinglate,let’sgo.”Geraldlookedatthetimeandsaid,“PerhapseveryoneintheFutabaMansion

willnothaveapeacefultimetoday.”



Thinkingaboutthesituationlasttime,Geraldknewwhathewouldencounterthisevening.

“There’saconflictinthisfamily?”Aidenwasnotafool.HeknewwhatGeraldmeantwhenhesaidthat.

“Iftherewasnoconflict,maybetheFutabafamilywouldnothavefallentotheircurrentstate.”Gerald

shookhisheadwithasmile.Hewouldnotbotherwiththemattersofthefamily.Aslongashekept

TakuyaandFujikosafe,hewouldbeabletolearnthesecretsofYearningIsland.
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AsGeraldandAidenweretalking,theywalkedtotheparlor.

Itcouldbeseenthatafterallthesepeoplehadcome,thesecurityofthemanorhadobviouslybeen

enhanced.Hecouldevenseesecurityguardsinotheruniforms.ThisshouldbebecauseTakuyawas

worriedthatthesepeoplemightencounteranaccidentinthemanor,sohehadhiredthesecurity

guardsfromasecuritycompanyoutside.

Afterall,theywerestillmembersoftheFutabafamilyeventhoughtheyhadleftthefamilyalongtime

ago.Iftheyencounteredanydangerhere,hewouldbeintrouble.

“Aren’tyouFutabaSuke?”ThemomentGeraldenteredthroughthedoor,hesawayoungmanstanding

inside.

Hewastheyoungmanwhohadthreatenedhiminthegardenafterthemeetinglasttime.Nowthat

Geraldhadseenhim,hewouldnotpretendthathedidn’tseehim,butwasreadytotalktohiminstead.

“Youareindeedaluckyone!”SukeknewwhathadhappenedtoGeraldrecently,andhemurmured

underhisbreathwithgloomyeyes.

IfitwasnotforGeraldblockingtheway,hewouldhaveachievedhisgoalalongtimeago.



Now,becauseofGerald,theirchanceshadbeendestroyedagainandagain.Hewasevenconsideredan

untrustworthyvillainintheeyesoftheotherpartyashehadalwaysgiventheminaccurateinformation.

Notonlydidtheotherpartynotgetanybenefits,buttheyhadevenlostmanypeoplebecauseofthis.

“HowdidyouknowthatI’vebeenindangerrecently?”

OtherpeoplemightnothaveheardSuke,butGerald’shearingwasmuchstrongerthananordinary

person’s.HewalkedstraighttoSukeandaskedashetookoutacigaretteandlitit.

“Whatajoke!HowwouldIknow?!”Sukewassoshockedthathebrokeoutinacoldsweat.

Heloweredhisheadandkeptavoidingeyecontact.Ifhewascaughtred-handed,hewouldhaveto

spendtherestofhislifeinjail.

“It’sbestthatyoudon’tknow.Sometimes,inthisworld,themoreyouknow,themoredangerousitis

foryou.Maybe,atonepoint,youmightevenloseyourlife.”Geraldsmokedthecigaretteandstretched

outhishand.Then,hepattedSuke’sshoulderandaskedindifferently,“Youshouldknowthiswell,

right?”

“Iknow,Iknow.”Sukewassoscaredthathedidn’tevendaretobreathe.

HeknewaboutthemysteriousdisappearancesofEndoandIzumi.Insteadofsayingthattheyhad

disappeared,itwouldbemoreaccuratetosaythattheyhadobviouslybeendefeatedbyGerald.

Moreover,theydidn’tevenhavethechancetosendoutamessage.Forsomeonetohavetheabilityto

dothat,killinghimwouldbeassimpleasflickinghishand.

“PatriarchTakuya!”AfterpressuringSuke,GeraldwalkedtwostepsforwardandsalutedtoTakuya.



“Well,itseemsthatIdidn’tintroduceyouclearlytoeveryonelasttime.Let’sreintroduceyouthistime.”

TakuyanoddedandpointedatGerald.Hesaidloudly,“ThisisMr.GeraldCrawfordfromWeston.Heis

thehonoredguestoftheFutabafamily.He’salsoFujiko’scurrentboyfriend.”

“Patriarch,youcannotsaythat.FujikohasamarriagecontractwithKanagawaKaioftheKanagawa

family.Ourfamilyisalreadyinadifficultsituation.Ifwebreakthecontractatthistime,I’mafraidwe

can’taffordtheconsequences!”

“Yes,Patriarch.Wecanaccepthimasourguest.AsforthematterbetweenhimandFujiko,please

reconsiderit!”

Sureenough,onceTakuyahadsaidthat,manyvoicesrangout.Thesepeopledidnotrespecthimasthe

patriarchatall,andamongthem,somewerealreadydoinggreatintheirbusinessesbytakingadvantage

oftheinfluenceandprivilegesofthefamily.

“Thereisnoneedtodiscussthismatteranymore.IamthepatriarchoftheFutabafamily,andIamalso

Fujiko’sfather.Ihavetheabsolutesayinthis.Enough.Ifanyonementionsthisagain,don’tblameme

fornotshowingmercy!”Takuyafrownedandsaidinalowvoice.
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Hewasexpectingtheopposingvoicesandhadpreparedforit,butwhentheybeganarguing,hefeltvery

uneasy.Afterall,hewasthepatriarch,butevenhiswordswerequestionedandrejectedbyhis

clansmen.Therewasnodifferenceatallforhimtoholdthepositionasthepatriarchornot.

“Then,whatisitthatyouwanttotellusthatyou’vesummonedustoday?”



“Ifit’sjustaboutthis,wedidn’thavetogothroughallthistroubleatall.Youcouldhavejustcalledand

informedus.Youwon’tlistentoouropinionsanyway!”

SeeingTakuyagetangry,theotherpeopledidnotdaretosayanything.Butwhentheparlorwassilent,

Masarusaidthesewordsinahoarsevoice.Afterall,hewasTakuya’suncle,andhecouldstillaffordto

completelyignoreTakuya’swords.

OnceMasaruhadsaidthat,everyonenoddedinagreement.

“Itisindeedaboutthismatter.However,Ithoughtthatwehadnotmeteachotherforalongtime,soI

tookthisopportunitytogatheryouheretodiscussthefutureofthefamily.”AlthoughTakuyahatedthis,

Masaruwasstillhisuncle.Withalltheclansmenhere,hestillhadtoshowMasarusomerespect.

“YouareGeraldCrawford?”Masarudidn’treplytoTakuyaandlookedatGeraldinstead.

“That’sright.”Geraldputhishandsbehindhisback,standingtallandstraightmodestly.

“Yourtemperamentisnotbad.TakuyasaidthatyouareaWestoner.Iwonderwhichfamilyyoubelong

toandwhatkindofstatusyouhaveinWeston.TheFutabafamilyisafamousfamilyinJapananyhow.

Althoughitisgraduallydecliningnow,notjustanyonecancomeandmarryFujiko!”

MasarusizedGeraldup.

Rightafterpraisinghim,histonebecamesharp.EveryonelookedatGeraldimmediately.Theyhadbeen

hopingforFujikotomarryKaibecauseofthestatusoftheKanagawafamily.

Butnow,ifGeraldhadahighstatusinWeston,theywouldn’tneedtoconsidertheKanagawafamily

anymoreastheycouldgetmorebenefitsfromWeston.



“I’msorrytoletyoudown.Idon’thaveaglamorousfamilybackgroundnordoIhaveanypower,”

repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Youhavenopowerandnoinfluence,yetyouaredreamingofmarryingFujiko.Thisissimplynotgoing

tohappen.Itwouldhavebeennothingwhenthefamilywasstillstrong,butnow,theFutabafamilyison

thevergeoffalling.WemustletFujikomarryKanagawaKaiandgetassistancefromtheKanagawa

family.Onlythenwillourfamilybeabletogetoutofthiscrisis!”

HearingwhatGeraldhadsaid,Masarurejectedhimatonce.

“Uncle,Fujikoismydaughterandyourgrandniece.Wemustthinkaboutherhappinessandnotsimply

treatherasasacrificeforthesakeofthedevelopmentofthefamily.Haven’tyouheardthosethings

aboutKanagawaKai?”Takuyatookadeepbreathandtriedhisbesttoreigninhisanger.

“OfcourseIknowthat.Still,thiscan’tbehelped.IfGeraldCrawfordhadahighstatusinWeston,I

wouldhavecertainlyagreed.”Masaru’sfaceshowedthathedidnotallowanyrefusal.Heobviouslydid

notseeTakuyaasthepatriarch.

Bang!

“’WhenIsayno,Imeanno!”

Finally,Takuyacouldn’tholditinanymoreandbangedhisfistonthetable.
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Takuya’ssuddenangermadeeveryonestunned,andtheydidnotdaretospeak.Eventhoughtheydidn’t

haveanyrespectforthispatriarchatall,thisdidn’tmeanthathispowerwasn’tstillthere.



BasedonJapaneselaws,ifsomeoneinafamilywentagainstthepatriarch’sorder,notonlydidthey

needtobeartheconsequencesofbothfamilylawandlegalaspects.

Thefactthattheydaredtoleavethefamilyandevenusethefamily’snametogaincertainbenefitswas

allbecausetheysawTakuyaasadowntoearthman,andthathewouldn’tdoanythingtothemseeing

ashowtheywereallpartoftheFutabafamily.

“Takuya,IknowthatFujikoisyourdaughter,andthatiswhyyouwantthebestforher,butasa

patriarch,youhavetoputthewholefamilyfirst!WeneedtheKanagawafamily’shelpanyway.Ifwe

breakthemarriagepromise,notonlywilltheKanagawafamilynothelpus,buttheymighteventurn

aroundandattackus.Wereallycan’tbeartheconsequencesanymore!”

SeeingTakuyabecomeenraged,MasarutriedtopersuadeTakuya,tryingtomakeitseemasthoughhe

hadalwayswantedthebestforthewholefamily,whichwaswhyhehadaskedwhetherGeraldhadany

powerorstatusthatcouldpossiblyhelpthefamily.

“IfGeraldcouldgetsomehelpfromhisfamily,maybewewon’tbeindangeranymore.However,with

thefeudfromtheHanyuandKanagawafamilieswhomheoffended,regularfamiliesmightnotbeable

tohelpusout.”

“IfyoucangethelpfromtheYamashitafamily,wewouldn’tcareaboutthematterbetweenyouand

Fujikoanymore!”

Rightthen,FutabaSuke,whohadbeenquietthewholetime,spokeupsuddenly,fixinghiseyesupon

Geraldashesnickered.

“Whatareyoujokingabout?TheYamashitashaveneverhadanyconnectionswithanyofthefamiliesin

Japan.ItwouldpracticallybeimpossibleforGerald,someonefromWeston,toeventalkwiththe

Yamashitafamilyletaloneaskthemforhelp.”

“That’sright,Ithinkit’sbetternottowasteanytimeanymore!”



Theothersallagreed.PuttingGeraldaside,noneofthemwouldbeabletotalkwithanyonefromthe

Yamashitafamilyeither.

“Hahaha!”

Outoftheblue,Takuyaburstoutlaughing.

“Didyouallseethepeoplestandingatthemanor’sgateuponentering?”Geraldheldhishandsbehind

himashesmiledlightly.

“Whatdoesitmatterwhetherwesawthemornot?Don’ttellmethosepeoplearefromtheYamashita

familywhoareheretoprotectyou?”Sukesneered.HewasconfidentthatGeraldwouldn’tbeableto

formaconnectionwiththeYamashitafamily,whichwaswhyhehadsaidallofthistomakeafooloutof

Geraldinfrontoftheotherfamilymembers.

“You’requitesmartaren’tyou.”Geraldraisedhiseyebrow.

“Howshamelesscanyoube,Gerald?!TheYamashitafamilyhasnevermadeanyconnectionswithany

otherfamiliesatall,andthisisn’tasecretinJapan.You’reactuallytellingusthatthetensofmen

standingatthegatearefromtheYamashitafamily.ThisisthebestjokeI’veeverheardinyears.”

SukeglaredatGeraldashetappedhisfeetagainstthefloorcontinuously.

“Letthemin,Aiden,”GeraldturnedaroundandspoketoAiden,whowasstandingbehindhim.He

couldn’tbebotheredtoexplainitanyfurthertoSuke.

“Alright.”AlthoughAidendidn’tunderstandwhatwashappening,helistenedtoGerald’swordsand



walkedoutside.

“Whatajoke!You’reactuallysayingthatthey’retheYamashitafamily’smen.I’llseewhotheytrulyare

now.”Sukewasstillsneering.“However,ifthey’renottheYamashitafamily’smen,youhavetocrawl

beneathmycrotchandscramoutofhere,Gerald.”

“Ofcourse.”
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Geraldshruggedandagreedeasily.“However,iftheyareindeedtheYamashitafamily’smen…”

“ThenI’llcrawlunderyourcrotchandscrammywayoutofhere!”WithoutwaitingforGeraldtofinish

hiswords,Sukehadalreadyspokenup.HebelievedthatGeraldwasjustboasting.Afterall,evenhe

himselfhadneverseenanymembersoftheYamashitafamilyinhisentirelife,nottomentionhaving

anysortofconnectionswiththem.

“Noproblem!”Geraldinstantlyreplied.

Notlongafter,afewmenfollowedAidenintotheroomwitheveryone’seyesonthem.

“BrotherGerald.”AidennoddedtowardGeraldandstoodattheback.

“Mybrothers,thesemenarehighlydoubtfulaboutthefactthatyouarefromtheYamashitafamily.Do

youhaveanythingtoproveyouridentities?”Geraldaskedwithhiseyessetonthem.

“Ofcoursewedo.”Themanstandingatthemostupfrontrowtookhisidentificationcardoutfromhis

pocket.



Japaneseidentificationcardsweredifferentfromothercountries.Duetoprioritizationonone’sfamily

statusorfinancialgroup,everyone’sidentificationcardcontainedtheinformationastowhichfamilyor

financialgrouptheybelongedto.

“Doyouseethis?”Geraldtookthecardfromhimandwaveditbeforeeveryone.

TheymovedtheireyesontoGerald’shand,andasexpected,theysawthetinylinebelowthecard

statingthatthismanbelongedtotheYamashitafamily.

“Thisisimpossible!Youmusthavemadeafakeidentificationcard!”Sukesawitclearlyaswell,buthis

facedarkened,ashehadneverexpectedGeraldtotrulybeabletofindtheYamashitafamily.Itsimply

seemedlikesomethingimpossibletohim.

“So,coulditbepossiblethatIhavetheabilitytopredicttheunknowntoknowthatyouwouldaskme

abouthavingconnectionswiththeYamashitafamilyandtohavethemmakefakeidentificationcardsto

bringalonghere?”Hearingthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsnickerashereturnedthecardtoitsowner.

“I…”Sukebecamespeechlessforamoment.

ItwasindeedtruethathehadcomeupwiththeideaofmakingafooloutofGeraldinfrontofeveryone

onawhim.GeraldwouldobviouslynotknowaboutthisbeforehandtoaskthemtopreparethefakeIDs,

butevenso,hestillcouldn’tbringhimselftobelievethatGeraldcouldactuallycalltheYamashita

family’smenoverheretotakecareoftheFutabafamily’ssafety.

Itwasn’tjusthim,buteveryoneelsecouldn’tbelievewhat’shappeningeither.

TheYamashitafamily,whonevercameintocontactwithanyotherfamiliesnorfinancialgroupsatall,

wasactuallystandingguardinfrontoftheFutabafamily’smanor.



“Nowdoyoubelieveit?”GeraldsquintedhiseyesatSukeashelookedaroundandasked.

“Yes,wedo,”everyonerepliedinunison.Theyhadimmediatelydonethecalculationssilently.The

YamashitafamilywasmuchstrongerthantheKanagawafamily,so,theywoulddefinitelygainmore

benefitsiftheYamashitafamilyhelpedthemout.“Now,it’stimeforyoutofulfillyourpromise.Doyou

stillrememberwhatyousaid?”GeraldaskedwithhiseyesonSuke.

“Don’teventhinkofdoingthis,Gerald!”Suke’sfaceturnedpink.Hewouldlosehisdignityandrespect

entirelyforsureifhereallyweretocrawlunderneathGerald’scrotchandscramoutofthere.

“Suke,asaman,youshoulddowhatyou’vepromised.Ifyoudon’tevendaretodowhatyousaid

yourself,youshouldn’tevenbeapartofourFutabafamily!”FutabaMasaru’sfaceturnedseriousashe

reprimandedSukeinadeepvoice.

SeeinghowGeraldhadsuchagoodrelationshipwiththeYamashitafamily,Masarucouldahnostseethe

Futabafamilyovercomingthegreatobstaclebeforethemandreachevengreaterheightswiththehelp

fromtheYamashitafamily.HewasonGerald’ssideevenashespoke.
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“Exactly.Ifanyoneknowshowyoucan’tevendowhatyouyourselfpromised,itwouldbeatotalshame

onourfamily!”

“Justgetitoverwithquickly!Don’thaveusallwaitingforyou.You’renotevenamanifyou’reallbark

andnobite!”

TheotherswerenowonGerald’ssideaswell.Ithadnotevenbeentwominutes’worthofeffort,yet

theyhadallforgottenhowtheyhadbeenjustaWhileago.

Still,facingthesepeople,Geralddidnotexpressanycomments.AslongashecouldhelpTakuyaand

Fujiko,thesemenhadnobusinesswithhim.



“Alright!”

Undersomanypeople’spressure,Sukeknewthatanythinghesaidwouldn’tbeofhelpanymore.

Hegroundhisteethhardwitharedfaceasheslowlycrouchedontothegroundandcrawledtoward

Gerald,hisbodytremblingallover.HeknewthataftercrawlingbeneathGerald,hewouldn’tbeableto

lifthisheadupeveragaininthefamily.

Geraldwasbeingcooperativetoo.Heevenliftedhislegandresteditonthetable.

Undereveryone’sgaze,SukesqueezedhimselfthroughGerald’scrotcharea.Ashecrawledoutofit,he

wastremblingsohardasheglaredatGeraldwithfuryandmonstrousness.Hehadentirelylostevery

lastshredofrespecteveryoneelsehadforhimatthisverymoment.

“Satisfied?”SukeaskedthroughclenchedteethashestaredhardatGerald.

“Whatdoesthatmean?Isn’tthisabetbetweenyouandI?”Geraldarchedhiseyebrow.“Butthere’sstill

onemorethingleft.”

“What’sthat?”Sukeasked.

“Gettingyourassoutofhere,”Geraldcontinued,“You’renotgoingtogoagainstyourownwords,are

you?”

“You’rebrutal!Don’tforgetthis,GeraldCrawford.Iwillmakeyoupayforwhatyou’vedonetodayfor

sure,beware!”SukethrewonelastlookatGeraldandspoutedwarningsathimbeforescrammingout

ofhere.



However,noonewasbotheredbyhimatall.Everyone’sattentionwasonGerald.Allthatwasontheir

mindswashowtomakeuseofGerald’sconnectionwiththeYamashitafamilyandgetthemostbenefits

outofthem.

“Youcangohomenow.Thanksforthehardwork,”Geraldmadeagestureofappreciationtowardthe

Yamashitafamily’smenandspokeinalowvoice.

“Thisisnothing.Pleasetellusanytimeyouneedhelp,Mr.Gerald.We’lldoourbestforyou!”Theman

returnedthesamegestureandspokepolitely.

Seeingthis,everyonestartedtoanalyzethesituationagain.NotonlydidGeraldknowthesepeoplefrom

theYamashitafamily,buthemightevenhavegoodrelationswiththem,whichcouldbetheonly

explanationastowhytheywerebeingsorespectfultowardhim.

Aftertheyhadleft,Takuyastraightenedhisbackandstoodeventaller.

“DoesanyonestilldisagreeinregardstotherelationshipbetweenGeraldandFujiko?”Takuyascanned

hiseyesacrossthecrowdwithhisheadlifteduphigh.Afterallthistime,thiswasthefirsttimeinfive

yearsthathefeltlikeatruepatriarchofthisfamilyeventhoughitwasallbecauseofGerald’spresence.

Noonespokeaword.

However,Masarucoughedandspokeup,“LookslikeGeraldcantrulyhelpourfamilythistime.There’s

noneedforFujikotobemarriedtoKanagawaKaianymore,then.Itwilldothesetwogoodtooseeingas

howtheymakeagoodpairandhavefeelingsforeachother.”
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“You’renottrulymarryingher,areyou?”



AideninchedclosertoGerald’sbackandaskedwithalowvoice.

“No,thisisjustashowforthem.Wewillstillleavehereaftersolvingtheirfamily’sproblem.”Gerald

shookhishead.HisheartonlybelongedtoMilaSmith,andGeraldwasn’tinterestedeventhoughFujiko

wasindeedverybeautifulinadditiontobeingagoodpersoninandout.

“Thisdoesn’treallymatter,though.Iknowalotofcountriesthatsupporthusbandshavingtwowivesat

thesametime.SeeinghowMs.Fujikoisinterestedinyouaswell,whydon’tyoujustacceptit!”Aiden

chuckledashespoke.

“I’llkickyououtofhereifyousayanythingmore.”Geraldfrowned.

Aidenstuckhistongueoutbutkeptquiet.

“Thisistrue.It’snotabadthingforFujikotogetmarriedtoGerald.Still,Gerald,youhavetohelpusout

thistime!Youtooknowourfamily’scurrentsituation,wewillallfacegreattroublesifyoudon’thelp!”

AfterMasaruhadspokenup,theothersgatheredthecouragetospeakaswell.

“Noproblem.”Geraldwavedthemdown.Hehadpromisedtohelpanyway,sohewouldhelpTakuyain

kickingthesepeoplewithulteriormotivesoutofthefamilyandnotallowthemtodragtheFutaba

familydown.

“Wellthen,takeaseateveryone.I’lltellyouaboutthefutureplan,”Takuyawavedthemdownaswell

andsaid.

Seeinghowtheyweregoingtodiscussfamilymatters,Geraldclosedhiseyesashesatonabenchatthe

back,notwantingtolistenatall.



…

Meanwhile,afterleavingthemanor,Sukedidn’tbothertohaveachangeofclothes,andhedrove

straighttotheHanyufamily’splace,specificallyrequestingtoseeHanyuRyugu.

Afterafewminutes,Ryuguappearedatthedoorstepsandpulledhiminsiderightaway.

“Areyoucrazyforcomingherewithouttellingmesooner?!Ifanyoneelseknowsaboutthis,theworst

canhappentoourfamilyafteryou!”Ryugusneakedaglanceoutsidetomakesurenoonewasthere

beforescoldingSukeinalowvoice.

“Idon’tcareanymore.IwanttokillGeraldCrawfordassoonaspossible.Youcanevenreducehalfthe

benefitsyoupromisedifyoureallycandothis!”

Suke’seyeswerebloodshot.Hewasevenconsideringdeathafterrecallinghowhehadcrawledunder

Gerald’scrotchandscrammedoutofthefamilyinfrontofsomanypeople.

“What’sthis?Didn’tyousaytostopthingstemporarilyandactonlyafterItoldyouso?Nowthatyou

suddenlywantmetodothis,Ihavenoideahowtodoitaswell,”

AsRyuguspoke,hedraggedSukealongandwentfurtherinside.

“I’mtellingyou,it’llbetoolateifyoudon’tactnow.Geraldhasstrongabilities.Twoofyourtop

assassinsfailedtheirmissionbecauseofhim,andheevenknowstheYamashitafamily.Itevenseems

thattheyshareacloserelationship!”Sukereleasedaheavysigh.

“What?HehasgoodrelationswiththeYamashitafamily?!”Hearingthis,Ryugustoppedinhistracks

rightaway.



“That’sright.I’veseenitmyself.TheYamashitafamilyarrangedfortensoftheirmentoguardthe

Futabamanor,andthosepeopleseemedtohavehighrespectforGerald!”

Now,Sukewasn’ttryingtohideanythingatallanymore.HisonlygoalwastokillGeraldasfastas

possibletomakehimpayforwhathehaddone.

“Youshouldgorestintheguestroomfirst.Ihavesomethingtoreporttoourpatriarch.”Afterthinking

whilestandinginthesamespot,RyuguheadedtowardwhereHanyuSuijinwasrestingimmediately.

“Justhalfanhour.I’llcometofindyouinhalfanhour!”Sukecouldn’twaitforthatlong,andheshouted

atRyugu’sback.

However,Ryugucouldn’thearanythingatall.Hehadtoreportthissituationtothepatriarchassoonas

hecould.Originally,hehadonlysuspectedthatGeraldmighthavesomesortofconnectionwiththe

Yamashitafamily.Now,hewasascertainasever.
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IntheroomfurthestbackintheHanyufamily’splace.Atthatmoment,HanyuSuijinwassittinginside

withhisyoungconcubine.Althoughhewasoldandhisbodydidn’tworkaswellasbefore,itwas

comfortableenoughforhimtobeabletoogleatayoungladywithdelicateskinlyingonhisbed.

Slam!

JustasSuijinwasabouttogetintoactionafterhewasdoneoglingthelady,thedoorwaspushedopen

suddenly.

Followingthatwastheguard’svoicefromoutsidethedoor,“TeamLeader,thepatriarchisdoing



somethinginside!Youcan’tjustgoin!”

Withoutwaitingforhimtofinish,Ryuguwasalreadydashingintothelivingroom.

“Patriarch,Ihavesomethingurgenttoreporttoyou.”

Ryugu’seyesscannedhissurroundingsonlytofindSuijinnakedonthebedandapretty,younglady

hurriedlywearingherclothesbythebedside.

Ryuguknewthislady.Shewastheonewhomhehadbroughthometodayforthepatriarch’senjoyment

withtheonlyintentionofprotectinghispositionastheteamleaderoftheAssassinTeamwhensomany

thingswerehappeningnow.

“Whatisitaboutthatyoucan’tevenwaitawhileoutsideinsteadofbarginginlikethis?!”Suijinwas

upsetthathehadbeenhaltedbysomeonejustashewasabouttodosomething.Itwasluckythatit

wasRyugu.Ifithadbeenanyoneelse,heorshewouldhavebeenkickedoutofthefamilyforsure.

“Thisistooimportantthatitcan’tbedelayed.”Ryugudidn’tbothertheladyandenteredtheroom

afterSuijinhadputonhispants.

“Spillit.What’sthematter?”Theladyhadn’tevenfinishedputtingonherclothes,exposingherpale

whitechestinthecoldair.Suijinwasn’treallybotheredeither,askinginalowvoiceasheheldhertiny,

delicatehand.

“FutabaSukehasjustarrivedatourplace,sayingthatGeraldCrawfordisongoodtermswiththe

Yamashitafamily.TheYamashitafamilyevensenttensofmentoguardtheFutabafamily’smanor,”

Ryugugulpedandreportedinstantly.

“WhichYamashitafamilyareyoutalkingabout?”Suijindidn’teventhinkofthat.



InthewholeofJapan,thereweretensorevenhundredsoffamiliesnamedYamashita,sohedidn’t

knowwhichoneRyuguwasreferringtoatall.Plus,thesefamiliesposednothreattohim.

Hecouldeasilyeradicatethemifanythinghappenedanyway.

“Ofcourseit’sthatYamashitafamily!Ifitwasanyother,Iwouldn’thavebotheredtotellyouaboutit.

YouknowwhatkindofpersonIamtoo,Patriarch.”AfterfollowingSuijinforsomanyyears,Ryuguknew

whathewasthinkingtoo,sohequicklyexplainedafterhearingwhatSuijinhadsaid.

“Youcangooutfirst!”

Hearingthat,Suijinimmediatelybecamealert.

Hereleasedtheyounglady’swristandpattedherbackbeforecallingouttoherinasoftvoice.

Theladyputonajacketandexitedhurriedly,closingthedoorbehindher.

“What’shappening!”Suijin’sfacedarkenedinstantlyashegotupandwalkedincircles.Heaskedthat

afterlightinguphiscigaretteandsmokingittwice.

“Idon’tknowwhatexactlythisisabouteither.ThisiswhatSuketoldmejustnow.I’veaskedhimtogo

restintheguestroom.”Ryugushookhishead.Allheknewwerethesefewsentencesofinformation.

“Oh,yeah!I’vemadesurethatthere’snoonesuspiciousoutsideeither.”
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Nodding,Suijinthenputhiscigarettethathehadbarelyevenpuffedoutbeforesaying,“…Tellhimto



meetmeatthereceptionroom.”

Fastforwardtotwentyminuteslater,Suijincouldbeseensittingonabamboochairinthereception

roomwhenSukerushedinunderRyugu’slead.UponseeingSuijin,Sukeimmediatelyyelled,“Patriarch!

AslongasyouhelpmekillGerald,I’mwillingtoletgoofhalfthebenefitsthatwepreviouslyagreed

upon!”

“Calmyourselfandslowlyelaboratethesituationtome,”mutteredSuijinasheheldontohistemple,

feelingaslightheadachecoming.Honestly,alltheseproblemsstemmedfromthemomenthehadtold

SaburotogoafterFujiko…Cometothinkofit,ifGeraldwasn’tinthepicture,everythingwould’vegone

smoothly!However,theresimplywasnogettingridofthatyouthnomatterwhattacticstheyused!

“Well,theFutabasheldafamilymeetingtonight,andGeraldrevealedthathegotpeoplefromthe

Yamashitafamilytoguardoverourmanor!Whilehewasshowingthemtous,thoseYamashitas

appearedtogreatlyrespectGeraldaswell!”explainedSukeashisfaceturnedred,rememberinghow

humiliatedhehadfeltearlier.AllhewantednowwastohaveGeralddead,evenifhewouldbeleftwith

nothingatall!

“AreyouabsolutelysurethattheywerefromthatYamashitafamily?Couldhenothavehiredactorsjust

tolietoyouguys?”repliedSuijinashetriedtorationalizethesituationdespitehisbewilderment.

Afterall,Geraldsimplydidn’tseemlikethekindofpersonwhowouldhaveanyformofcontactwiththe

Yamashitas.

“Iwasdoubtfulatthestartaswell,butaftertheyshowedustheirIDs,I’mforcedtobelievethatthey’re

therealdeal,”mutteredSuke.

“Howtrulystrange…I’veneverheardofanyonecontactingtheYamashitasbefore…Gerald’saWestoner,

no?Howdidheevenmanagetobuildsuchacloserelationshipwiththatfamily?”saidSuijin,puzzled

outofhismind.Whatanimprobablesituation!



AsSuijincontinuedstrugglingtoacceptSuke’sunbelievablestatement,Sukeclenchedhisfistbefore

replying,“WhileIdon’tknowhowallthisispossible,IassureyouthateverythingIsaidwastrue.Hell,

thoseYamashitasarestillstandingrightoutsidemymanor!Ifyoudon’tbelieveme,sendsomeofyour

menovertohavealook!Betteryet,justcontacttheothersfrommyfamily!Theyallwitnessedthesame

thing!”

“Idon’tthinkanyofthisisstaged,patriarch.Remember,thatoldmanfromtheYamashitafamilyhelped

GeraldandFujikoescapebackthen.Withthatsaid,ItrulybelievethatGeraldhasarelationshipwiththe

Yamashitas…!”whisperedRyuguafterleaningclosertoSuijin.

Uponhearingthat,Suijinponderedaboutitforamomentbeforeeventuallysaying,“Regardless,feel

freetostayatmyplaceforthenextfewdays.Ifeverythingyou’vesaidistrue,thenIguaranteethatI’ll

getridofGeraldforyou!However,aboutthebenefits…”

“Half!Ijustneedhalfofthebenefitsthatwepreviouslyagreedupon!”declaredSuke.

“Youhavemyword,then!NowgogetsomerestasIfurtherinvestigatethisaffair!”repliedSuijin.

Inthebeginning,hehadplannedtocooperatewithSuke,presentingSukesomebenefitsinreturn,in

ordertoannextheFutabassincetheirfamilywascurrentlyindecline.However,thingstookaturnwhen

Geraldsteppedin.Withthatinmind,aslongastheymanagedtogetridofGerald,theywouldsurelybe

abletoresumetheirplanwithoutanytrouble.

ThiswaswhatRyuguhadhopedtoachievethisentiretime…!
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Regardless,afterhearingthat,SukebowedtowardSuijinbeforeleavingthearea.

OnceSukewasgone,Suijinslammedhisfistagainstthetablebeforegrowling,“WhoexactlyisGerald?!



WhythehelldoeshehavecontactswithintheYamashitafamily?!AndwherethehellareEndoand

Izumi!”

Thiswassupposedtobeaneasyaffair!Howhadthingsgottenthiscomplicated?Whateverthecasewas,

untiltheygotridofGerald,nothingcouldproceed!

UponhearingEndoandIzumi’snames,Ryuguwasmomentarilystunned.Afterall,hehadn’ttoldSuijin

abouttheirdisappearancesyet!Nowthatheknewthathecouldn’thideitanylonger,Ryugugulpedas

hestuttered,“T-they…”

WatchingasSuijinraisedaslightbrowclearlyconfusedbyhishesitance,Ryugushookhisheadbefore

saying,“T-they’ve…Well…They’vegonemissingeversinceIpreviouslysentthemouttoassassinate

Gerald…!Ihaveafeelingthatthey’recurrentlytrappedintheFutabamanor,andI’mstillthinkingof

waystogetthemout!”

“What?Bothofthemgotcaptureddespitethemworkingtogether…?!”yelledSuijinasheabruptlygot

tohisfeetbeforepointingatRyugu.

“I-indeed…!”repliedRyuguashegrittedhisteeth.

“Astonishing…!Whatabsolutemisfortuneourfamilyisundertohaveaccidentallyoffendedsucha

powerfulindividual…!Again,whoexactlyisGeraldandhowishesoinhumanlystrong?What’shisstatus

likeinWeston?We’retalkingaboutsomeonewho’sabletocontacttheYamashitashere!”grumbled

Suijin,slowlysittingdownagainasheponderedthesituation.

Afterthinkingaboutitforabit,SuijinrealizedthatallthisbeganwhenSaburowastryingtoassassinate

FujikoandGeraldsteppedintosaveher,whichwasoddsincetheyweren’ttryingtooffendhiminthe

firstplace.WhileitwastruethattheHanyushadpreviouslyreceivedWestonassassinationmissionsas

well,Suijinwassurethateachofthoseassassinationshadbeenperfect,withzerotracesleftbehind.

Whateverthecasewas,Suijinendedupwithtwopossibleconclusions.EitherGeraldhadcomehere



specificallytohavehisrevengeonthem,ortheysimplyhadterribleluckforaccidentallybumpinginto

himatsuchacriticalmoment.

“Well…evenafterthoroughinvestigation,itdoesn’tseemthatGeraldhasanyfamilialbackgroundin

Weston…Hejust…seemstobeanaverageJoewho’sneverevenbeentoJapanbefore!Quitehonestly,

it’shighlyimprobablethathe’severcontactedtheYamashitasbeforethis…!”explainedRyugu.

“Impossible!”yelledSuijinasheslammedhisfistontohistableagain.Havingnodiscerniblebackground

andnevercomingtoJapanbefore…HowthehellhadGeraldbecomethispowerfulthen?Besides,the

Yamashitaswouldn’thavehelpedGeraldonawhim!SuijinwasprettysurethattheYamashitasdidn’t

dealwithfamiliesoutsideJapan,sotherewassimplynowaytheywouldhavehelpedhimwithout

meetinghimprior!

“U-unfortunatelythat’sallwegot…!”mutteredRyuguwhowasequallyindisbelief,thoughwhatelse

couldhethinkwithwhatlittletheyknew?

“Keepinvestigating!Geraldcan’tbeassimpleasheseems!However,ifyoustillcan’tgetanythingabout

hisbackground,don’tlayafingeronhimfirst.Remember,hehastheYamashitasonhissidenow,and

thatfamilyisnottobetrifledwith!”repliedSuijinashebeganpuffingonanothercigarette.

Noddinginresponse,Ryugupausedforamomentloweringhisvoiceasheasked,“Um…Patriarch…?Are

aretherereallyninjasinthatfamily…?”

Thoughhewastheleaderoftheassassinteam,RyuguknewverylittleabouttheYamashitasoutsideof

therumorsheheard.
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“What?Haven’tyoualreadyenteredtheirterritory?”askedSuijinwithaslightfrown.



“Well,whileit’struethatthatoldmanwasextremelystrong,Icouldn’ttellwhetherhewasaninja…

Afterall,I’venevermetaninjabeforesoIcan’treallytellthemapartfromregularpeople…”muttered

Ryugu,whoknewbetterthantoassumethattheoldmanwasaninjajustbecausehehadimmense

speed.

“Theninvestigatefurtherintothis.However,onlymakeyourmoveonceyou’vecompletedyour

investigation!Remember,thestakesareveryhighthistimearound!Also,whileIwon’tbearguing

aboutEndoandIzumi’scaseforthemoment,you‘dbestbringthembacksafelyorI’llreplaceyoufrom

yourroleasleaderoftheassassinteamwithsomeonemorecapable!”growledSuijinasheglaredat

Ryugu.

“C-copythat…!”repliedRyuguwhogotsofrightenedthathisforeheadwasdrenchedincoldsweatinno

time.

…

Meanwhile,Kaihadjustawokenbackathismanor.Aftermakinghimselflookabitmorepresentable,he

enteredthelivingroombeforesittingonacouchandmuttering,“ThatVultureclaimedthathewould

takecareofGeraldintwodays…It’snowthethirddayyetIhaven’theardawordfromhimyet…!”

Uponhearingthat,hisconfidantwhowasstandingclosebycouldn’thelpbutreply,“Doyouthinkthat

hecould’ve…youknow…endeduplikeEndoandIzumi…?”

“Canit!”growledKaiasheglaredathisnewconfidant.Thoughhispreviousconfidantneverspokeout

ofturn,duetothatlittleincident,Kaihadpaidhimafewthousanddollarstogetlost.Unfortunately,

thatmeantthatKaihadtoallowthisidiottobehisnextconfidant!

“Whileyoumaybemadtohearit,thepossibilityexists…Afterall,theHanyusremainedsilenttheentire

timetillweeventuallyinquiredwiththemaboutGerald.Ifyouaskme,Vulture’sbehaviorisstrikingly

similartowhattheydid…”mutteredthesubordinatewhowaswellawarethathewassteppingoutof

line.However,notonlywasheastraightforwardperson,buthewasalsoheretoguideKaiunderthe

patriarch’sorders.Thisexplainedhisurgetorevealanythingthathethoughtofthesituation.



“Iknow,Iknow,there’snoneedforyoutoremindme!”growledKai.He,forone,wasnofool,andhe

hadbeenworryingaboutthisscenarioeversinceVulturesetoffonhismission.Withthatinmind,it

madesensewhyhewouldgetannoyedwhenhewasremindedofit.

Afterhissubordinatewentsilent,Kaigesturedforhimtoleavebeforefishinghisphoneoutanddialing

Vulture’snumber.

However,whenhecouldn’tcontactVultureevenafterthreetries,Kai’sworriesbegantointensify.

WhileitwastruethatKaididn’thavetoworryabouthisidentitybeingexposedevenifVulturewas

takendown,itstillmeantthatGeraldhadmanagedtotakeVulturedown…!Ifsomeonefromthetop

tenassassinlistcouldn’ttakeGeralddown,thenwhathopedidKaihavetogetridofhim…?!

WhileVulture’sdeathhadn’tbeenconfirmed,Kaididn’tevendaretothinkabouttheimplicationsifthat

reallywasthecase.However,KaididstartregrettingoffendingGeraldthismuch…!

ThoughKaiwasinapickle,Gerald,ontheotherhand,wasascoolasacucumberatthemoment.After

all,eversinceherevealedhisrelationshipwiththeYamashitas,alltheFutabashadbeenfawningover

him,clearlytryingtogetintohisgoodbooks…
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Thesecondthemeetingended,alltheotherFutabasbeganflockingaroundGerald,handinghimtheir

businesscardsastheysaid,“We’vetrulyhadsomemisunderstandingsinthepast,mister!Butputting

thataside,we’llnowbecountingonyoutoreviveourfamily’sglory!”

“Yeah,whathesaid!Speakingofwhich,here’smycontactnumber!Ifyourequireanyhelpinthefuture,

don’thesitatetocall!I’llbesuretohelpasbestasIcan!”

“Makesuretotakemynumbertoo!”



Smilingsubtlyinresponseateveryone’soverenthusiasm,Geraldsimplyacceptedthecardsashereplied,

“Oneatatime,I’llbetakingallyourcards.Don’tworry…”

Gerald,forone,didn’treallyknowtheotherFutabasbyname,atleastpreviously.Nowthathehadtheir

namecards,hewouldknowwhotolookforshouldtheFutabasrequiredhelpgettingridof‘problematic

individuals’inthefuture.

Eitherway,sinceeveryonewassurroundingGerald,Takuyawhowasstillsittingonthemainseatended

upgettingcompletelyignored.

Itwasonlyaftereveryonewasdonehandingouttheirbusinesscards,whentheyfinallyturnedtolook

atTakuyaagainbeforesaying,“Well,we’llbetakingourleavefirst,patriarch.We’drathernotdisturb

youanylonger.Bytheway,ifyoueverrequireanyhelpfromusinfuture,justsaytheword.Intimesof

trouble,weFutabasshouldandwillsticktogether!”

Unabletobearhowpretentioushisfamilywasbeing,thepainedTakuyawhocouldnowdistinguishthe

familymemberswhosincerelycaredaboutthefamilyandthosewhojustwantedtousethefamilyto

gainmorewealthsimplyyelled,“Justleavealready!”

Withthatsaid,ittookonlytenminutesforeveryoneexceptforthosewhowerealreadylivinginthe

manortoleave.

Nowthateveryonewasgone,Takuyaheavedaheavysigh.

SeeinghowunhappyTakuyawas,Geraldsmiledasheslippedthenamecardsintohispocketbefore

saying,“Don’tbotheraboutthem,patriarch.I’lldealwiththemlateron.”

Onceallthecurrenttroubleswereoutoftheway,Geraldpromisedhimselfthathewouldkickallof

thoseinsincerefamilymembersoutofthisfamily…!Gerald,forone,believedthatTakuyawouldagree

withhisdecision.



Regardless,uponhearingGerald’sstatement,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutworry.Afterall,heknewhis

family’struecolorsbest,andhedidn’twantGeraldfallingfortheirinsincerefawning.Withthatinmind,

Takuyawaspromptedtoreply,“Dobecarefularoundthoseexploiters.They’redefinitelyjusttryingto

getonyourgoodsidetoreapbenefitsfromyou!Justsoyouknow,

HadyounotshownevidencethattheYamashitaswereonyourside,I’msuretheywouldn’thavebeen

thiseasilysatisfied.”

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldcasuallysaid,“Iftheytrulymanagetotakeadvantageofme,thenyoucan

besurethatI’mnottherealGerald!”

Noddinginresponse,Takuyawasthenpromptedtoask,“I’mgladtohearthat…Puttingthemaside,

howareyouplanningtodealwiththeHanyus?”

DespitebeingtheFutabapatriarch,TakuyahadgottenusedtoaskingforGerald’sopiniononthings,

especiallywhenitinvolvedmajorthingslikethese.Honestly,Geraldnowfeltlikethetruebackboneof

theFutabafamily.

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Geraldaskedinreturn,“Well…anysuggestions,patriarch?”

“Let’shearyouropinionfirst,”repliedTakuyawithasmileashegesturedforGeraldtoproceed.

“Well,IplantomeetupwiththeHanyusandtalktothemfacetofaceinhopesofgettingsomethings

clear,”repliedGeraldafterthinkingaboutitforawhile.

“…Comeagain?You’reattemptingtotalkthingsoutwiththefamilythat’sresortedtoassassinationso

manytimes?”saidTakuyaashissmileturnedintoafrown.



“That’shonestlypartofthereasonwhyIplantomeettheminperson,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Uponhearingthat,TakuyafiguredthatGeraldmusthavedevisedasolidplan.Withthatinmind,Takuya

eventuallysaid,“Alright,let’sgowiththat,then.I’llmakesuretosendsomeofmymenovertokeep

yousafe.SincetheYamashitasareonyourside,it’lldoyougoodtobringsomeofthemalong.Don’t

worryaboutthemanor,I’mprettyconfidentthatwe’llremainsafe

Tillyourreturn.”

“I’llhavetodisagreethere,patriarch.Afterall,Ionlyplantobringtwopeoplewithme,”repliedGerald

ashewavedhishand.
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Ratherthanhelping,Geraldbelievedthatthe‘reinforcements’wouldonlyendupbeingburdensthathe

neededtoprotectoncetheywerethere.

“Whowillyoubebringingalong?”askedTakuya.

“JustFujikoandAiden.Bothofthemareplentyenough,”repliedGeraldasheturnedtolookattheduo

thathehadjustmentioned.

Uponhearingthat,AidenwhowouldfollowGeraldtotheendsofearth,regardlessofhowdangerousit

wasimmediatelydeclared,“We’rereadywhenyouare!”

“Isee…Well,Fujikohasmyapproval,”saidTakuyawithanod,believingthatGeraldwouldkeephis

daughtersafe.

Noddinginresponse,Fujikothengottoherfeetassheasked,“Whenareweheadingoff?”



“Well,ratherthanwaitaroundanylonger,Isaywemeetthemnow.AstheoldWestonsayinggoes,

‘strikewhiletheiron’shot’.Let’sseehowtheHanyusrespondtoourlittlevisit,”repliedGeraldwitha

faintsmile.

Shortlyafter,thetrioleftthemanor.ThoughtheyleftMasterGhostbehind,Geraldwassurethatthe

Yamashitaswerestrongenoughtokeephimsafe.Evenifanotherassassinfromtheassassinlist

attemptedtolaunchanattack,GeraldhadfaiththattheYamashitaswerecapableofholdingthemback,

atleasttillhereturned.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasaboutthreehourslaterunderFujiko’sguidancewhenthetrio’scarfinally

arrivedattheentranceoftheHanyumanor.Oncethecarwasparked,Geraldwhohadacigaretteinhis

mouthgotoutbeforeheadingtowardtheentrance.

LookingatGerald,theguardattheentrancewaspromptedtoask,“Doyouhaveanappointment?”

“Notatall.Eitherway,justreportthatGerald’scomeforavisit,”repliedGeraldinacommanding,yet

immenselycharismatictone.

“C-comeagain…?You’reGerald…?”stutteredtheguardashetooktwostepsback.Thoughhewasn’t

anyonenoteworthyinthefamily,evenhehadheardrumorsaboutGerald,theimmenselystrong

Westoner!

“Isitthatunbelievable?”askedGeraldasheflickedsomeashoffhiscigarette.

“…PleasewaitamomentasIreportthis!”repliedtheguardwhodidn’tdaretomakeGeraldwaitfora

secondlongerasheboltedintothemanor.

Atthatmoment,Suijinwashavinghisdinnerinthelivingroom.Beforehim,stoodRyuguandthe

leadersoftheotherassassinteams,allofthempatientlywaitingforSuijintofinishhismealsothatthey

couldstartplanningEndoandIzumi’srescuemission.



JustasSuijinwasabouttotakeanotherbiteofhisdinner,theguardfromearliercamebustingintothe

roomnearlytrippingintheprocessasheexclaimed,“P-patriarch…!There’samanoutsidewhoclaimsto

beGerald…!”

“What?!”yelledSuijinashetossedhisriceballontothefloor!

“It’sprobablyjustsomeonelookingfortrouble!AsiftherealGeraldwouldevercomehereonhisown

accord!That’djustbecourtingdeath!Sendthatpersonawayimmediately!”sneeredoneoftheteam

leadersinadisdainfultone.

“…Holdit.There’snowayanordinarypersonwouldevenknowaboutourgrudgeagainstGerald.Evenif

theysomehowfoundoutaboutit,whywouldtheywillinglyputthemselvesintrouble?”saidRyuguas

hequicklygrabbedontotheguardbeforehecouldrunofftodoashewastold.

Afterabriefpause,Suijinslowlysatdownagainasheordered,“Regardlessofwhetherhe’sthereal

Geraldornot,I’dliketomeethim.Lethimin!”

Watchingastheguardquicklynoddedbeforerushingoff,Suijinthenthoughtforawhilebeforefacing

Ryuguandadding,“Getallthemembersofthesecondteamover.IfitreallyisGerald,thenhemustbe

extremelywellprepared!Withthatsaid,remainvigilantatalltimes!Withanyluck,we’llbeableto

forcehimtoreleaseEndoandIzumi…!”
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Noddinginresponse,Ryuguimmediatelybeganheadingofftodoashewasordered.However,before

leavingtheroom,heturnedtolookattheotherteamleadersbeforedeclaring,“WhileI’maway,make

suretoguardthepatriarchwell.Gerald’sextremelystrong,andbelievemewhenIsaythatevenifallof

youattackhimatthesametime,he’llprobablyremainunscathed!Withthatsaid,ifanythinghappens

tothepatriarch,I’llbesuretohaveyourheads!”



“We’llbevigilant,teamleader!”repliedafewoftheteamleaders,promptingRyugutoresumehistask.

MovingbacktoGeraldandhisparty,theysoonsawtheguardreturningtoletthemin.Astheywereled

deeperintothearea,noneofthembotheredtolookaround.

Afterall,traditionalJapanesemanorslikethislookedprettymuchthesameasanyother.Whateverthe

casewas,fromthelooksofit,theywereheadedtotheinnermostareaofthemanor.

ThoughGeralddidn’tshowit,hehadhonestlybeenvigilanteversincetheysteppedfootintothemanor.

Afterall,hewaswellawarethatthiswasstillthehomeofanassassinfamily.Knowingthatitwasbetter

tobesafethansorry,GeraldhadmadesuretospreadhisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritaroundtogeta

bettergraspofhissurroundings.ItwasalsobecauseofthatthatGeraldcouldn’thelpbutsmirk.

Afterall,hecouldalreadysensethepresenceofagroupofpeopleaboutthirtyfeetawayfromthem

whowererapidlyapproachingthem.Fromwhathecouldassume,thiswastheHanyufamily’swayof

preparingtodealwithhim.Ofcourse,Geralddidn’ttellAidenorFujikoaboutthis.

Eitherway,thetriowassoongreetedbythesightofarowofvillas…

Brieflyglancingaround,Geraldsoonyelled,“Isanyonethere?”

“Butofcourse!Still,whatasurprisethatyou’dpaymyfamilyavisitatsuchanhour!”declaredavoice

thatemanatedfromoneofthevillas.Shortlyafter,Suijinandafewoftheteamleadersshowed

themselves.

ThoughSuijingaveofftheimpressionthathewasacourteousperson,hehadhonestlybeenwaryof

Geraldthisentiretime.Still,sinceGeraldwasdaringenoughtoenterhisterritory,Suijinwasdefinitely

goingtomakeitdifficultforGeraldtoleave.Hell,ifthingswentswimmingly,thiscouldbehischanceof

gettingridoftheboy!



Regardless,afterabriefsilence,GeraldturnedtolookatAidenandFujikobeforesaying,“Shallwe?”

Uponhearingthat,Suijincouldn’thelpbutfrownslightly.TothinkthatGeraldwouldjustignorehim!

Still,hequicklyrevertedtohispolitefaçadeashereplied,“Yes,please,comein!”

AsGeraldsatcrossleggedinthereceptionroom,Suijinrealizedthathisfamily’sassassinswhomhehad

requestedtocomeoverearlierwerealreadyclosingin.Findingsolaceinthat,Suijinthenstraightened

hisbackbeforeasking,“Nowthen…TowhatdoIowethepleasure?”

“Hmm?IwasjustpassingbysoIfiguredwhynotpayyourfamilyavisit.Besides,I’mprettysurethere’s

amisunderstandingbetweenus,sowhynottakethischancetotalkthingsout?”repliedGeraldwho

lookedmuchmorerelaxedincomparison.Forthosewhodidn’tknowanybetter,they’dprobably

assumethatitwasSuijinthathadenteredGerald’sterritory.

“Iagree.Forone,IbelievethatEndoandIzumiarecurrentlybeinglockedupintheFutabamanor,

correct?”askedSuijinashenarrowedhiseyes,afaintsmileonhisface…

“That’scorrect,”repliedGerald.

Takingadeepbreath,Suijinthensaid,“Thenpleasereleasethem.Thetwoareextremelyimportant

familymembers.”

“I’mafraidIcan’tdothat.Incaseyouweren’taware,theyattemptedtoassassinateme.Withthatsaid,

aftertakingthemdown,IhandedthemtotheFutabafamily’spatriarchsothathecouldinterrogate

them.Afterall,it’sonlyfairformetowanttoknowwhosentthemover.Regardless,thoughwewere

initiallyplanningtoletthemoffaftertheytolduswhotheyworkedfor,neitherofthemsaidaword,

evenaftercontinuouslybeingtortured.”

Chapter2197



“Withthatsaid,bothofthemarecurrentlyonthevergeofdeath.I’mafraidyou’llhavetobring

stretchersalongifyoutrulywishtorescuethem.Otherwise,they’llprobablynotmakeit,”replied

GeraldashestaredSuijindirectlyintheeye.

“…I-isthatso…”repliedSuijin,hishandsalreadytremblingslightlyashedesperatelyattemptedtokeep

hiscool.

“Releasethem,youmother*cker!Otherwise,youwon’tbeleavingthisplacealive!”roaredRyuguashe

rushedintotheroom!

SincehewastheonewhohadsentEndoandIzumioutonthemissionwithoutSuijin’sknowledge,

Ryuguknewthathewasgoingtobeheldresponsibleforwhateverhappenedtothem.Withthatsaid,as

longastheywerestillalive,hewouldprobablyjusthavetoendureapunishmentortwo.However,if

theyweredead,therewasahighchancethathewouldbetoo…!

Eitherway,uponseeingRyugurushover,Aidenimmediatelygottohisfeet!Withinseconds,thetwo

werealreadyexchangingdozensofblows!

SensingthatAidenwasnopushover,Suijinquicklyscowled,“Ryugu!Stepdown!”

Uponhearingthat,thenowgaspingRyuguimmediatelytookafewstepsback.Tothinkthatnotonly

hadhefailedtogaintheupperhandagainstAiden,buthewasalmosthitafewtimesaswell!

SecretlypleasedtoseethatAidenhadmanagedtoremainunscathed,Geraldthenplacedhishandson

hiskneesbeforelookingatSuijinwithasmileasheasked,“Nowthen…Sincetheinterrogationdidn’t

work,Imayaswellaskstraightfromthesource.Tellme,whywouldEndoandIzumisuddenlytryto

assassinateme?AsfarasI’mconcerned,I’veneverhadanybeefwiththem.Hell,thenightthey

attemptedthatassassinationwasthefirsttimeImetthem!Eitherway,doexplainwhytheycameafter

me.”

“Iwasn’tawareoftheiractionsatthetime,soIcan’tsayforsure.HadIknownthattheywereafteryour



head,Iwould’vedefinitelytriedtostopthem!”repliedSuijinwhoknewthatplayingdumbwashisonly

wayoutofthis.

“Isee…CouldyoualsobeimawareoftheassassinationattemptonMissFutabathen?”askedGerald.

“Withallduerespect,that’samatterbetweentheHanyusandtheFutabas,mister.Asnothingbuta

guest,don’tyouthinkyoulacktherighttoaskaboutsuchthings?”repliedSuijinwho’sexpressionhad

gottenslightlyugly.Hecouldn’tansweranyofGerald’squestionsatall…!

“Pointtaken,”repliedGeraldwithabriefnod.

Shakinghishead,Suijinthengesturedatoneofhissubordinatesbeforeordering,“Getussometea!”

Ashortwhilelater,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Actually,there’sonemorethingI’dliketoconfirm.

Yousee,backwhenIwasattheJapanesemilitarytraininggroundsafewdaysago,Iwasattackedbyan

assassinfromtheassassinlistwho’sprobablyquitehigh-ranked.Withthatsaid,Iwaswonderingifyou

weretheoneswhosenthimafterme.”

WhileGeraldwasprettysurethatKaiwastheonewhohadhiredthatassassin,hewantedtocatchthe

Hanyusoffguard.

Asexpected,uponhearingthat,SuijinandRyuguimmediatelyyelled,“Impossible!”

“Oh?Thenwhydidhetellmethatyouweretheoneswhohiredhim?”fibbedGeraldeventhoughhe

couldalreadyconfirmbasedontheirreactionsthattheyweren’tinvolvedwiththatassassin.

“…Mister,we’reanassassinfamily.Hiringanotherassassintodoourjobwouldbeabsolutely

humiliating!”explainedSuijininresignation.



Chapter2198

Aftersayingthat,however,Suijincouldn’thelpbutlookatRyugu.Whilehedefinitelyhadn’thiredthat

assassin,itdidn’tmeanthatRyugucouldn’thavedonethedeed.Afterall,hehadalreadysentEndoand

Izumioutonthatmissionwithouthisknowledge.

“Isthatso…”repliedGeraldasheturnedtolookatRyuguaswell.

Realizingthattheywerebothstaringathim,Ryugucouldn’thelpbutgrithisteeth.Suijin’sdistrust

towardhimnowwasallthankstoGerald!Withthatinmind,hethenglaredattheyouthbefore

growling,“Ididn’tdoit..!I’dneverdosuchahumiliatingthing!Nowcutthecr*pandreturnEndoand

Izumitousalready!”

“Feelfreetotakethemaway!Afterall,keepingthemintheFutabamanorisprettypointlessnow.Oh,

anddon’tforgetthestretchers!”repliedGeraldashecasuallyshrugged.

“You…!”hissedRyuguinutterresentment.EndoandIzumiwerebothmightyHanyuassassins!Ifthey

trulyendedupdying,thenRyuguwouldneedatleasttenmoreyearstoraisetwosimilarleaders,and

thatonlyappliediftheoneshetrainedwerenaturallytalentedassassins…!

ThoughSuijinwasequallyasangrysincehewasthepatriarch,hekepthisemotionsconcealedashe

asked,“…Allowmetoaskagain.Whyhaveyoucomeheretoday,mister?”

“AsI’vesaid,Ijusthappenedtopassby,soIfiguredwhynotpayyourfamilyavisit,”repliedGeraldina

casualtone.

“Nobodywouldbuythat,mister.Look,Igetalongbetterwithstraightforwardpeople.Withthatsaid,if

youstillrefusetosayathing,Iimploreyoutojustleavealready,”sneeredSuijin.

Laughinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“You?Straightforward?Wouldastraightforwardpersonsend



assassinsovertokillmeandmissFutaba?”

Frowning,Suijinthensaid,“Areyoustilltryingtogetanexplanation?”

“I’mgladyou’recapableofreadingbetweenthelines,”repliedGeraldwhowantedtoresolvethe

grudgesbetweentheHanyusandFutabasbeforedealingwiththeKanagawas.

“AsI’vepreviouslysaid,thisisafeudbetweenmyfamilyandtheFutabas.Sinceyou’remerelyaguest,

it’ddoyougoodnottogetinvolvedinthis.Asforwhyweattackedyou,let’sjustsaythatitwasa

mistakeonourpart!”growledSuijinashecontinuedtosuppresshisrage,notwantingtoaccidentally

infuriateGerald.

Afterall,Suijinknewforafactthattheassassinteamoutsidewouldn’tbeabletotakeGeraldonifthe

boyreallywantedthemdead.Followingthat,hislifewouldbenextontheline.

“Amistake,yousay…Well,ifthattrulyisthecase,thenI’llbeabletosaythisnextpartmucheasier.On

behalfoftheFutabafamily,Iherebydeclarethatwewon’tprovoketheHanyusfromthisdayonward!

Inreturn,Ihopethatyou’llceaseyourulteriormotivesandstopcovetingaftertheFutabas,patriarch!

Deal?”askedGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow.

“Deal!”declaredSuijinwithouttheslightesthesitation,muchtoGerald’ssurprise.

“…Well,then.Sinceyou’veagreedtoit,we’llseehowthingsplayout.Iwarnyou,however.Ifanyof

youevendarelayafingerontheFutabas,Iwon’tletyouoffthateasily!Hell,evenifyousendsomeone

tokilloneoftheirchickens,myresponsewillbethesame!”
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Followingthat,Geraldlaughedheartilybeforegettingtohisfeetandsaying,“Alright,let’sheadback.

We’realreadyaneyesoretothembythispoint!”



Noddinginresponse,AidenandFujikothenfollowedcloselybehindhim.However,beforetheyleft,

AidenmadesuretoroughlybrushhisshoulderagainstRyugu’s,causingRyugutoalmostfall!

“You…!”growledRyuguasheturnedtoglareatAiden.

Aiden,however,paidhimnonoticeandsimplywalkedoutwithGeraldandFujiko.

Oncethetriowasnolongerinsight,Ryuguwhohadbeenactivelysuppressinghisragethisentiretime

immediatelyrantowardSuijinbeforeasking,“Patriarch!Whydidyoujustletthemleavelikethat…?”

Snortinginresponse,Suijinthenscoffed,“Whywouldyouwantthemtostay?Areyouplanningtotreat

themtodinnerorsomething?”

Honestly,ifitwasn’tforthefactthatRyuguwasanimportantfamilymemberwhomSuijincouldn’t

easilyreplace,hewould’vedrivenRyuguawayagesago.

“Withallduerespect,patriarch,Ihadasmallteamlyinginwaittoambushthem!Aslongasyouordered

itstoattack,mymenwould’veinstantlyrushedintosubduethem!”exclaimedRyuguasheclenched

hisfist,unabletoacceptthathehadmissedyetanotherchancetotakeGeralddown.

GlaringatRyugu,Suijinsimplyscoffed,“Subdue?Youcouldn’tevendefeatthatspecialforcessoldier!

DoyouhonestlythinkyoucansubdueGerald?JustthinkaboutitYou,ofallpeople,shouldknowhow

strongEndoandIzumicangetwhentheyworktogether.Theywereabletostealthilytakedowna

terroristorganization,forheaven’ssake!Yetwhathappenedwhentheyattemptedtoassassinate

Gerald?Notonlydidhemanagetotakebothofthemdown,buthebarelyhasascratchonhim!It’s

clearasdaythathisstrengthisfarbeyondyours!Ifhereallywantedusdead,we’dallbenothingbuta

puddleoffleshandbloodwithinminutes!”

WatchingasSuijinthensighedbeforestartingtopacebackandforthinthereceptionroom,Ryuguwho

wasstillunwillingtojustacceptallthisthenreplied,“Butwecan’tjustagreewithallthis…!Ifwereally



doashesays,thenallourplansinthepastfewyearswillbefornaught!”

Ryugu,forone,hadinvestedalotintheplantotakeovertheFutabafamilysinceSuijinhadorderedhim

todomostoftheresearch.Withthatinmind,itmadesensewhyhewassounwillingtojustgowith

Gerald’swhims.

“Naturally,Ionlyagreedsothathe’dleavefornow.Regardless,weneedtobecarefulwhenwemake

ournextmove.ThingsshouldgofineaslongasGeralddoesn’tfindoutaboutwhatwe’vedone.

Speakingofwhich,Iwantallofyoutolaylowinthenextfewdays.IhavezerodoubtsthatGeraldwill

bekeepingacloseeyeonusforquiteawhile,andsinceheevenhastheYamashitasonhisside,we

reallycan’taffordtooffendhim,”mutteredSuijin.

Understandinghowpowerlesstheywere,Ryuguwasforcedtonodashereplied,“…Understood!”

“Good.Also,I’llneedyoutofindsometimetogetEndoandIzumiback.Thoughtheyprobablywon’tbe

capableofparticipatinginanyfurtherassassinationmissions,theycanstillserveasmentorsforour

otherassassins.Attheveryleast,it’sbetterthankeepingthemlockedupintheFutabamanor,”said

Suijin,whojustwantedtogetsomerestnow.

Clenchinghisfistsatthementionofthosetwo,Ryuguthengrowled,“…Gotit!”

Meanwhile,SukewhohadbeenanxiouslywaitingforRyugu’sreturninhisguestroomcouldn’thelpbut

fearthattheFutabaswouldfindoutthathewashere.
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Uponhearingknocksonhisdoor,Sukeimmediatelyopenedit.SeeingthatitwasRyugu,Sukethen

tuggedhimintohisroom,closingthedoorbehindhimbeforeasking,“You’refinallyhere!So,whatdid

thepatriarchsay?Justsoyouknow,wecanstilldiscussthebenefits!AslongasGeralddies,Iwon’teven

mindtakingathirdofthebenefits!Ifthatisn’tenough,afifthwilldo…!”



SukewasrightfullydesperateforGerald’sdeath.Afterall,heknewthataslongasGeraldremainedalive,

itwouldbetooshamefulforhimtoeverfacetheotherFutabasagain.

ToSuke’sdismay,however,Ryugusimplyrespondedbylightingacigaretteaftertakingaseatandsaying,

“Gerald’sjustleft.”

“…Huh?Well,whydidn’tyoustophim,then?Andwhydidhecomeoverinthefirstplace?”replied

Suke,clearlypanickingashequicklystuckhisheadoutthewindow.

Instantlypullinghimbackin,Ryuguimmediatelyscowledinahushedtone,“Whatthehellareyoudoing?

IfGeraldandhispartyseeyouhere,we’llbeinhotsoup!”

“WhatamIdoing?Whatareyoudoing?!Geraldwasalreadyinthemanor!Youcould’vejustsentsome

ofyourassassinstofinishhimoff,no…?”grumbledSuke,feelingslightlydispiritedthattheyhadmissed

suchaprimeopportunitytostrike!Whoknewwhentheyweregoingtogetachancelikethisagain!

“Whatthehelldoyouevenknow…?”growledRyuguwhodidn’twanttobotherexplainingthesituation

tosuchanidiot.

“Regardless,tellmehowlongit’lltakeforyoutofinishGeraldoff,”mutteredSukewhocouldn’tbe

botheredaboutthedetailsorbenefitsanymore.HejustwantedGeralddead!

“Unfortunately,Ican’tprovideaspecificanswertothat,”repliedRyuguasheshookhisheadwhile

closingthewindow.

“What?!AsiftheHanyuswouldhavetroubletakingGeralddown!”scoffedSukebeforelaughingcoldly.

“Ohreally?Justsoyouknow,we’vealreadylosttwoteamleadersinourpursuitofkillingGerald…!The

onlyreasonweallowedhimtowalkoffisbecausewecan’tgetridofhimthateasily!Weneedabetter

planfirst!Sojustshutupandbehavealready!Havesomepatience!”growledRyuguwhowasalreadyin



abadmoodbeforeSukefurtherinfuriatedhim.

“Fine,then!Ifyouwon’tgetridofhim,I’lljustgetsomeoneelsetodothedeed!”scowledtheequally

shortfusedSukeasheturnedtoleave.

SquintinghiseyesashegrabbedSukebyhiscoat,Ryuguthenasked,“Andwheredoyouthinkyou’re

going?”

“I’mleavingthemanorofcourse!”scoffedSukeashestruggledtobreakfree,eventuallyoptingtojust

sliphiscoatoffinstead.

Tohisdismay,RyuguthenswiftlyblockedSuke’spathbeforesayinginalowvoice,“Negative.You

alreadyknewmyfamily’ssecrets,soyou’llhavetoremainhere.Leavingisn’tanoption.”

“What?!AmIbeingconfinedhere?”repliedSuke,hisexpressionquicklychanging.

“You’refreetoassumethat,”saidRyuguashisotherhandmovedtoopenthedoorbehindhim.Upon

seeingthetwosubordinateswhohadbeenpositionedrightoutsideSuke’sroom,Ryuguadded,“Bothof

you.KeepaneyeoutonMr.Futaba.Ifhedarestoevenleavethisroom,youhavemypermissionto

breakhislegs!”

“Thisisacooperativerelationship,Ryugu!Whatisthemeaningofthis…?!”exclaimedSukewhowas

terrifiedtohearwhatRyugujusthadtosay.Afterall,whilehehadinitiallyassumedthatthisplacewas

goingtobehisrefuge,asitturnedout,itwasn’tanylessdangerous!

“It’sexactlyasIsaid.Stayhere,andI’llserveyouwellwithgoodfoodanddrinks.Leave,however…well,

youheardwhatIsaid,”sneeredRyuguinresponse.


