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Chapter 2961

The ten spots were finally fixed, and Jackie decided to shut up after that. He looked up
and glanced at Rudeus who was staring back at him with an angry and venomous gaze.
If looks could kill, Jackie would have already died a thousand times.

He let out a laugh, not caring about Rudeus. After all, Rudeus was just an alchemist
who posed no threat to him.

Jackie then turned to look at Rudy who was waving to him. The moment he saw Rudy,
he knew that Rudy had something to say. The round was about to start, and Jackie did
not have much time left. After frowning and thinking for a moment, he stood up and
walked over to Rudy. It was a very secluded place. Anyone not taking specific notice
would not have seen that corner. When Jackie walked over, he had naturally attracted
some attention, but that did not bother him.

When he arrived in front of Rudy, he sat down on the mat before saying, “You have
something to say?”

Rudy took a deep breath before nodding seriously and said, “I feel like you shouldn’t be
so reckless. Don’t offend those people too much. | know how you are, but | feel like
you’re still a bit too reckless. Rudeus already sees you as an enemy, and definitely

won'’t let you off. If he joins hand with those people from the Unbreaking Pavilion, it will
start to get a lot harder for us. They might even work together to set a trap for you. If we
aren’t careful and get caught by them, it would be disastrous!”

Rudy’s words were sincere from the heart, and not exaggerated at all.

Aaron nodded in agreement as well. After chatting with Rudy, he somewhat understood
Jackie’s situation and knew of his grudges against the Unbreaking Pavilion. On top of
that, there was also Rudeus from the Scarlet Pavilion.

Jackie had seemingly insulted all the biggest forces.

Jackie sighed as he let out a laugh of exasperation. Thinking about it, it really was so.
However, he was never the instigator of anything. They were the ones who wanted to
cause Jackie trouble, and he was merely retaliating. If he could not even do that, then
he would be too suffocated.

Rudy said with some worry, | feel like they’ll start working together to cause you
trouble. What should we do about it?”

Rudy knew very well that, even if Jackie begged for mercy in front of Rudeus, Rudeus
would definitely not let Jackie off. Furthermore, Jackie was not the sort to do that
anyway. The bridge was already burned between the two of them.




The conflicts between them would only deepen. Jackie was already mortal enemies with
the Unbreaking Pavilion, and the Compass Pavilion as well. If they added the Scarlet
Pavilion to that, then the future days would be much harder.

Rudy’s lips twitched, imagining a scenario where their enemies had the upper hand.
What would the two of them end up like?
It would definitely be excruciating. They would definitely be tortured in various ways.

Jackie raised an eyebrow, reaching out and placing it on Rudy’s shoulder, “Don‘t let
your thoughts wander. Do you think | haven’t thought about the fact that they might set
a trap for me? They will definitely do that, but it’s not like we have no counter to that.
I've already thought things through, so you can relax...”

Jackie did not go into detail about the plans that he had.

When Rudy heard what Jackie said, Rudy got even more worried. That was because
Rudy could not figure out what sort of plans could possibly save them from such
dangerous situations. He felt like the future was uncertain, and that there was no way to
handle it.

After thinking about it for a while, Rudy said seriously, “I know that you've always had
your own thoughts. | just wanted to tell you that I think we should just avoid warriors or
alchemists from these major forces if we can in the future. We shouldn’t make enemies
of them.”
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Rudy had once been someone who did as he pleased as well, but he slowly understood
that he could not keep on doing that. It was not good to make enemies out of those
large forces. If they really focused on dealing with Jackie, their future days would prove
to be very difficult.

Before, he had never bothered to think too deeply about those things, but he slowly
realized that things would just get worse if he acted without any regard for the future. He
was forced to try and advise Jackie to not be too reckless. After all, Scarlet Pavilion was
the only ninth-grade clan in Hestia Continent, making them the strongest. Even in the
Whirling World where everyone was restricted to the late stage of the innate level,
Jackie still needed to be careful to not make too much of a scene despite his skills.

What would happen after they leave the Whirling World?

Were they just not going to be in Middle Province anymore?

Jackie's skills definitely meant that he would reach greater heights in his life. Middle
Province was where most of the masters in Hestia Continent gathered. If he offended all




the major forces, then Jackie would not be able to remain in Middle Province in the
future.

Rudy was just someone insignificant, so he did not really need to think about that. Even
if he did not continue remaining in Middle Province, he could just make a living
elsewhere. However, Jackie could not do that.

After Jackie heard Rudy’s words, he raised an eyebrow and patted Rudy on the arm, I
know what you’re worried about, but you don’t have to be so concerned. | haven't
offended all of the major forces, and there are some things that you have to think
deeper about. Those major forces will protect their own people simply because it
benefits them more to do that. As long as my value is greater than those benefits, those
major forces won'’t protect their own people to that extent.”

Rudy could not understand what Jackie was saying.

He frowned as he looked at Jackie in confusion, “What do you mean? Are you planning
on joining someone?”

Jackie shook his head before letting out a slight laugh. He looked up at the various
carvings on the ceiling, only answering after a while, “I definitely won’t join them even if
they want me to. As long as you’re willing to think about it, there are ways to settle
everything. Even the major forces have to cooperate when it comes to certain things!”

Rudy was even more confused at that, but he knew that Jackie would never say empty
words, nor did Jackie ever brag. Since Jackie said so, Jackie naturally had something in
mind. He slowly tossed aside all his worries.

He looked up at the Heaven Array in the middle. With his skills, there was no way he
could participate. However, he was still very curious as to what they would be
competing at after being sent into that space.

Could it just be an alchemic test?

Various thoughts played in his head. Just as he was about to talk about it to Jackie, he
heard footsteps as a familiar figure appeared in front of them.

Jackie looked up and frowned, sighing internally. It had taken a while for things to quiet
down for him, but there were still some people who insisted on causing him trouble.

The person had black clothes on, and had a long face as well as a goatee. He was
obviously not some ordinary person. That person was Samuel, the alchemist from the
Compass Pavilion.




Samuel let out a slight smile as various emotions played in his eyes. He did not say
anything, but instead took out a mat from his storage space and placed it right in front of
Jackie. After that, he sat down, seemingly prepared for a long conversation with Jackie.

Jackie frowned, starting to plan on changing his spot. He hated talking to these people.
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Samuel took a deep breath as his eyes darted all over Jackie’s body. That searching
gaze was obvious to everyone.

Jackie frowned, not saying anything as he waited for Samuel.

After a long while, Samuel said, “I really want to know where you’re from. | want to know
what gives you that fearlessness. | know you're talented, both in alchemy and in martial
skills. Anyone who knows you will definitely admire you and even be jealous of you...”

Jackie chuckled, not expecting that Samuel’s tone would be like that.

Samuel did not seem to wait for a response as he continued, “Back then, | said you
must not have been from Hestia Continent. | didn’t just say that casually, but it was a
judgment | made after thinking about it deeply. I still think that there’s no way you are as
strong as you are without a major force behind you. After your words with Rudeus
earlier, | got even more curious...”

Samuel’s gaze was incredibly meaningful at that moment.

Jackie could understand what he was trying to say. Samuel felt like Jackie was
definitely from the Scarlet Pavilion if Jackie had not been from a different world. Yet,
Jackie had just clashed with Rudeus from the Scarlet Pavilion. It was enough to prove
that Jackie had nothing to do with them.

Jackie let out a slight laugh, “Is that all you wanted to tell me? You want to know where
I’'m from?”

Samuel took a deep breath as he calmed down, “I actually have a lot of questions. | feel
like you're really very strange. You aren’t afraid of anything, but you don’t seem to have
anyone to rely on. You are exceptionally talented, but your origins are mysterious. |
really want to know who you are. Why are you making an enemy out of all the major
forces in Hestia Continent?”

After hearing that, Jackie could not help but let out a laugh. He took a deep breath as
exasperation was written on his face, “Is there something wrong with your head? Could
you think about things before you speak? Since when did | try to make an enemy out of
any of the major forces? Was it not all of you who tried to cause me trouble first? |
merely fought back against you, and all of you say that I'm trying to make an enemy out
of you!”




Jackie could not stand those words.

In the eyes of those major forces, only they were allowed to harm others, and not the
other way around. They could treat others as they pleased, but as long as anyone bit
back, those people would be punished. Jackie could not stand and could not accept that
kind of logic.

Samuel frowned as his eyes glinted in helplessness. After sighing, he said, “We’re all
intelligent people here, so why do you need to say that? Do you not understand what |
mean? These are all unwritten rules that everyone understands. It's always been like
this, and you’re the only want who wants things your own way! You insist on going
against the major forces. You’re no idiot, there has to be a reason you're doing this...”
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Hearing that, Jackie suddenly laughed in frustration. This was the first time that he failed
to stop himself from laughing. So in the eyes of those disciples from the major forces,
everything was an unwritten rule that everyone had to follow. Anyone who did not follow
meant that they were going against the grain and making an enemy out of the major
forces.

Jackie took a deep breath as he looked away, not wanting to bother arguing anymore.
He merely said coldly, “You'll pay for those thoughts...”

After saying that, Jackie shut his mouth, not wanting to go any further. He knew very
well that they would not think that they did anything wrong, and would just think that the
one in the wrong was him. Even if the other party would have to take a loss, it was still
reasonable. The major forces were not allowed to suffer any losses at all.

Rudy got angrier as he listened. His arms started to tremble as the fire started to show
in his eyes. If he had failed to maintain his sense of reasoning, he would have just
rushed out and grabbed Samuel by the collar, slapping that man a few times to think
about what he said!

Samuel laughed, “We won’t pay any prices, but you definitely will. You'll pay a painful
price. Don‘t think that you’ll be safe forever just because you’re safe now. Your life will
end once you're out of Prosper City. The major forces will definitely work together to
hunt you. Even if you’re very intelligent, there’s no way you can avoid everything. Just
you wait. Time will tell you how crazy you've been acting...”

After saying that, Samuel stood up and kept his mat, distancing himself from Jackie.
Looking at his retreating back, there was a glint of mockery in Jackie’s eyes.

Aaron had silently heard what they said, and slowly understood Jackie’s grudges
against those major forces. He felt like Jackie was crazy.




Aaron was caught even more off guard at the fact that Jackie’s eyes were actually
looking back in mockery after hearing those threats. It was as if he did not care about
them at all, and that this matter was insignificant. He was confused, but felt like Jackie
was being too arrogant as well.

He whispered, “Aren’t you afraid?”

Jackie raised an eyebrow and said calmly, “Why should | be afraid? | know very well
that these people want to kill me, but they’ll definitely pay the price for that. We still don’t
know who'll suffer in the end...”

Jackie shut his mouth after saying that, starting to close his eyes to rest.

Aaron’s lips twitched as he looked at Jackie in shock. Jackie’s thoughts were completely
incomprehensible. He sighed internally, feeling like Jackie really was a madman.

Time slowly ticked away, and it came time for the Heaven Array to be activated. At the
moment, there was a faint golden glow on the array. Everyone who was participating
needed to stand on the array.

Jackie stretched as he slowly stood up. He shot a look at Rudy as he whispered, “Once
| enter, you're not allowed to respond to any challenges. Just shut your eyes and rest.”

Rudy nodded, merely looking at Jackie with worry.

Jackie did not hesitate as he walked right over to the Heaven Array. At that moment, the
other participants all walked up as well.
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This was different from the other groups. After all, so much had happened. Rudeus
remained to stare at Jackie with venomous looks in his eyes. He looked like he wanted
to rip Jackie apart.

Jackie ignored it.

Another person to step on the array was Nash, who was from the Scarlet Pavilion as
well. Nash was quite close with Rudeus. He was also the leader of the seventh group.
After all, his status and skills were the strongest. After he got on the Heaven Array,
Nash looked right at Jackie.

He narrowed his eyes as he glared at Jackie coldly. He looked like a venomous snake
that was poised to strike at any moment. Nash had deliberately stood beside Jackie,
and constantly shot cold looks at Jackie.

Jackie could not be bothered interacting too much with someone like that and remained
quiet the whole time.




After a moment, the golden light shone brighter, and everyone was enveloped in it. After
that, the ground beneath them started to feel empty. Jackie was very familiar with that
feeling. It was the sign of a long-distance transfer.

After half an hour, the feeling slowly disappeared, and their feet touched the ground
again.

When he opened his eyes again, he found that he was in a completely foreign space.
He looked around and found that they still seemed to be in a massive palace, but there
were no carvings around them. He turned to look behind him and found that the palace
was absolutely massive. He could actually not see the end of it with his own eyes.

Other than Jackie, the other alchemists had already heard about the competition venue.
They were not too curious about it as they chatted and walked down the array.

Jackie followed suit, noticing that there were two identical arrays not far away that were
shining in vibrant golden light.

In just a few moments, people appeared on the first array. The ten of them were
dressed the same way. All of them had white robes with mythical beasts stitched on.
The other array had ten people as well. Those ten were all in deep-colored robes. They
did not have much of an expression on their faces, looking incredibly cold. It was
obvious that the first ten were from White Marsh Continent while the latter ten were from
Chaos Continent.

The thirty participants had all already arrived, but the atmosphere was a little heavy.
They were all alchemists from different worlds, but they exchanged no pleasantries.
They seemed incredibly cold. Even the alchemists from the same world did not really
talk to each other.

Any conversations were all whispered. Thirty of them walked forward in silence. After
about five minutes, Jackie noticed that they were in front of thirty identical furnaces.
That was definitely something prepared for the tournament.

The moment they arrived, a wizened voice was heard, “The competition will begin in two
hours!”

After that, the voice went silent. Everyone exchanged looks as alchemists from different
worlds immediately pulled away from each other.

The Hestia Continent took up the western end. White Marsh Continent was in the
middle while Chaos Continent was in the eastern end.




